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The union-financed weekly Quebec-Presse editorialized 

that the FLO’s analysis was “exact”, and that the honor 
of an armed, clandestine movement should be counterpointed 
to the honor of the better-armed, equally clandestine es-

The story quoted “top level sources" saying “.. a group of 
influential Quebecers had set out to see whether they might 
supplant the legitimately elected provincial government with 
what they conceived as an interim administration having 
enough moral authority to restore public order 

The Star credited the story only "from our Ottawa bureau 
there was no byline. However, the next day Toronto Tele
gram columnist Douglas Fisher wrote that “both the run of 
rumour among reporters and the internal evidence of the style 
and material in tlie story suggest that it was really the work 
of Peter Newman, now editor-in-chief of the Toronto Daily 
Star." Other sources confirm that Newman, a major Liberal 
Party confidant, was in fact the author of the story.

Drapeau s story now had to be taken more seriously. In an 
interview with an American reporter the same day, the ma
yor said “conversations had been held" by influential Que
becers of "good faith" to set up a regime. Although these men 
of good faith did not intend to open the door to the FLQ, Dra 
peau said, they would be used by the FLQ.

Predictably. Robert Stanfield was on his feet in the Com 
mons the next afternoon asking the Prime Minister to account 
for the reports Was this part of the unrevealed information 
that had led the government to invoke the War Measures Act”
The Prime Minister said no But he also refused to repudiate 
the rumors unequivocally, saying it was not the government s t 
“habit to deny or confirm such reports."

Other journalists report that Newman not only went to 
“top-level sources", he went to the top source of them all. 
Pierre Elliott Trudeau, and that the basic outline of the story, 
at least, came from him. Other cabinet ministers and high 
civil servants were only too happy to confirm the story to 
their favorite reporters. There appears to be little doubt that 
the story got out not only with the Liberal government's 
knowledge, but with its active encouragement 

Newman’s story did not name names of people involved in 
the supposed provisional government plot, but it was clear 
he was implicating the “influential Quebecers" who had 
signed the statement of October 14 calling for an exchange 
with the FLQ. Claude Ryan and Rene Lévesque both denied 
the report Wednesday morning. Ryan in an editorial in Le 
Devoir, Lévesque in his column in Le Journal de Montréal.

Ryan strongly denounced the government for playing the 
game of the deliberate leak. “This is so gross." he said, “that 
the more one tries to untangle it, the more it appears ridicu
lous and stupid. I was going to write: malicious. I am not sure 
of that. Mr Trudeau and his friends are out to get certain
dissidents: 1 nevertheless don't believe thtm caaablfi-oLiaiCh- 

baseness. 1 would rathërüëïïeve that they were carried away
by panic."

The next day, a far more plausible version of what had 
happened appeared in several newspapers, and has been con
firmed by the Last Post's own sources The alleged plot to 
overthrow the Bourassa government was in fact, a plot to 
save that government.

Just before the passage of the War Measures Act, there was 
widespread concern in Quebec about the position of the Que
bec government. All the direction in dealing with the Cross- 
La porte kidnappings was coming from Ottawa, which was 
imposing a hard line in refusing to negotiate with the FLQ.

In addition, Bourassa was facing extreme pressure from 
the Drapeau-Saulnier administration in Montreal. Most of the 
intelligence upon which government decisions were based 

provided by the Montreal police force and their go-be
tween. Michel Coté, the city's chief legal counsel Earlier in 
the week, the Montreal police had arrested lawyer Robert 
Lemieux and seized all his confidential legal documents, in 
defiance of the provincial government. Montreal police were 
operating independently of the provincial government, while 
the Drapeau équipe consulted directly with Ottawa.

Bourassa was left with the feeling that he had virtually no 
control over Quebec's most powerful police force, while being 
faced with a Trudeau-Drapeau axis that was calling all the 
shots.

Within Bourassa s own cabinet, there was considerable 
support for the idea of making a deal to save Laporte, but, 
reports Dominique Clift in The Montreal Star, most of the 
political heavyweights—Justice Minister Jérôme Choquette, 
Education Minister Guy Saint-Pierre, Finance Minister Ray
mond Garneau, and Health Minister Claude Castonguay— 
supported the hard line. Choquette even placed his resigna
tion on the table as a gesture of determination, Clift says.

Bourassa, who privately shared the doubts about the hard 
line and the concern about the position of his government, 

caught in the middle. This was the reason for his ambi 
guous public statements during the crisis, carefully designed 
to pacify both the hard-liners and those who wanted to nego
tiate.

It was in this context that proposals were made that Bou 
rassa open his cabinet to include a broad spectrum of Quebec 
leaders, to enable it to deal more credibly and effectively 
both with the FLQ and with Ottawa Claude Ryan broached 
the idea to many people who, along with him, might be in
cluded in such a cabinet.

Clift concludes that treating the suggestion as a plot to 
overthrow the government “was in fact a smearing and dis
honest representation of Ryan’s proposal which had nothing 
subversive in it but had been naively inspired by vanity and 
misplaced sense of his own political importance 

The idea of opening his cabinet came up in one conversa
tion between Bourassa and a friend after troops had already

tablished authority. '
A survey of opinions on “hot-line" programs on popular 

French stations in Montreal showed that the vast majority 
of callers condemned the actual acts of the FLQ but over 
50 per cent supported the spirit of the manifesto.

A CBC interviewer took a survey in front of a French Ca
tholic church after 11 o’clock mass on Sunday, and found that 
condemnation of the acts was almost universal but that 
half the people he talked to expressed sympathy for the 
things said in the FLQ manifesto.

Student newspapers came out in favor of the FLQ, some 
with grave reservations about the tactics, others not. At 
l’Universite du Quebec, virtually the entire student body 
went on strike in support of the FLQ's aims. About 30 per 
cent of the faculty walked out too. At l’Universite de Mon
treal, 1,500 students struck and said they would go into the 
community to muster backing for the FLQ’s goals. Several 
junior colleges and even some high schools dosed down.

Only hours before the War Measures Acts was brought in 
with federal troops already patrolling Montreal's streets, 

.about, 3,000 students rallied at the Paul Sauve Arena to hear 
Michel Chartrand, Pierre Vallieres, Charles. Gagnon, and 
the undisputed hero of the day, Robert Lemieux’s fists raised 
they chanted “FLQ..,FLQ! just as Ottawa was preparing 
to make their cry illegal.

Opposition was also coming from other more unexpected 
sources. On Wednesday, October 14, a group of French 
Canadian moderated, led by Rene Levesque and Claude 
Ryan (whom no one had ever imagined as political allies) 
issued an attack on Trudeau’s statements and blasted the 
premier of Ontario, John Robarts, for shouting his mouth off, 
and urged the government to release the prisoners the FLQ 
wanted transported to Cuba or Algeria and they criticized 
“certain outside attitudes...which add to the atmosphere that 
has already taken on military overtones in Canada) which 
can be blamed on Ottawa.’’

It is a matter of general agreement to the Ottawa 
press corps that it was this statement which changed the bal
ance. Trudeau realized he was losing ground to Quebec, that a 
flood-tide of opposition to Ottawa was leaving the Bour-

An alliancegovernment shaking in . the comer, 
of nationalists and liberals and separatists then is needed to
assa

ïh » Calgary speech on October 20. Liberal MP Patrick 
Mahoney said that the statement by ten Quebec leaders 
(the Ryan-Lévesque statementi urging the exchange of 23 
prisoners for the kidnap victims prompted the government 
to invoke the War Measures Act because these statements 
tended “to give leadership in the direction of eroding the 
will to resist FLQ demands.”

Anthony Westell confirmed the motivation 
“Only a tew weens before. Lévesque s separatists had 

been extremists on the Quebec spectrum. With the emer
gence of terrorism as the new extreme, the perspective chang
ed. Suddenly Lévesque was appearing with Montreal editor 
Claude Ryan, a nationalist, on a platform urging peace with 
the FLQ—a new, moderate centre, as it appeared to some.

“For Trudeau, the moment for decisive action to stop the 
drift in opinion was rapidly approaching 

In a democratic society, drifts of opinions are supposed to 
be countered by other opinions. Opinions are legal. But the 
opinions of Québécois who did not support the FLQ but 
shared some of the views the FLQ and the left have been 
voicing for years were apparently not to be tolerated.

Pierre Elliott Trudeau had to suspend democracy. He could 
not triumph in Quebec by moral leadership or by the reason of 
his position. He had to suspend the laws of the country and 
the constitutional rights of citizens to combat a drift in opi-

n‘on Thursday. October 15, 7,500 federal troops moved into 

Montreal.
At four in the morning of the next day, the War Measures 

Act was invoked.
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THE PURPOSE was
n the last week, the Trudeau government has written a 

and still more implausible chapter into this already 
strange history.
This is the affair of the provisional government.

Rumors that ®me prominent French Canadians had plan
ked to set up such a government just before the passage of the 
War Measures Act had been circulating in Montreal police 
circles for a week, but there was no public mention of it until 
Sunday, October 25 Mayor Jean Drapeau, who has just swept 
into a fifth term as Mayor with control of all 52 City Council 
seats referred vaguely to the danger from a “provisional 
committee" that had planned to seize state power iq Quebec.

The next day, the Toronto Star published a story saying the 
Trudeau government had implemented the War Measures Act 
because it was convinced “a plan existed to replace the Que
bec government of Premier Robert Bourassa.
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