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SUMMARY

The planned Cannikin atomic test at Amchitka
Island in the Aleutians in October, 1971 is clearly
unjustified in terms of the risks involved to human
life and to the progress of the SALT talks between
the United States and the Soviet Union. Neither
the Atomic Energy Commission nor the
Department of Defense, the only two federal
agencies in favour of the test, have justified the
blast in terms of national security. Apparently the
warhead of which the test was originaly designed
is now considered outmoded, and the test is
therefore militarily unnecessary. Moverover,the
State Department has asked that the test be
cancelled until the SALT talks have been
concluded so as not to jeopardize whatever

progress might be made in those talks.
Perhaps more important is the fact that the AEC
has not presented convincing evidence that the test
is safe. The largest underground tests to date have
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been 1 megaton; The Cannikin test is to be 5
megatons. The shock wave from the blast may
trigger a major earthquake along the Circum-Pacific
Seismic Belt, perhaps as far away as the San
Andreas Fault in California. Moreover, if the blast
does trigger a quake of 7.5 magnitude or greater, a
tsunami (tidal wave) is a certainty. The AEC has
erred in its predictions of earthquake activity in
the past. While in 1964 the AEC stated the
underground blasts did not cause quake activity
except in unusual circumstances, by 1970 the AEC
was forced to admit that underground blasts
inevitably cause quake activity. One megaton may
not be high enough, 5 megatons may be. It is not
known. Moreover, quakes may build on itself and
peak as an 8.5 quake, as was the case with the 1964
Good Friday Earthquake in Alaska. The Canninkin
blast is expected to generate a shock of 7.0 on
the Richter scale.

The AEC has also erred in its predictions of
radioactive leakage associated with underground
tests. Between 1963 and 1971, seventeen tests at the
Nevada test sites leaked radioactivity which was
A detectable outside the limits of the test site. In at

T least one instance, fallout in the air was detactable
-

over most of the Western United States; Moreover,
the AEC has admitted in its environmental impact
statement that while unlikely, ,radioactive water
from the test could leak into the ocean from

om theflhe original, and therefore intercept an incoming around Amchitka Island within two or three years.
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