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Temporary Sleeping Quarters at Guelph Prison Par

anna the Rooseveit of Ontario
By MAI N JO HNSON

-ison reform has neyer been quite a dead issue
the days of John Howard. But, there are

prisons in the new zeorld to-day than there
in En gland when Howard reformed the Eng-
risons. Most of these prisons either are or have
In need Of reform. The CÀNADIAN COURUIt
i4blished a number of articles during the paet
!cars dealing wvith pris-on r.eform. 'The issue of
iary 8, 1908, ýcontained a short summary of the
land fai-m co >lony administered by Mayor John-
fCleveland.' December .5, 1908, co-ntained an

1 _____________

is always interesting to see a public man at
Jlay, -If ýrou can sce hîm at wonk and at play
.t the samne tirne, it is ail the better. This was
lie recent experience of a few fortunates, wlio?
.vitation of Hon, W. J. Hanina, spent twenty-
hours with himn at the new Provincial Prison

at Guelph. The man behind the prison ne-
movemnent, which lias cuininated in this new

uition is tlie Provincial Secretary himseif.
on, W. J. Hlanna is one, of the abiest and most
ar men in the Ontario Cabinet. *Aften the trip
ielph, no0 one who was there, could doubt for a
ýnt, the causes of this popularity. .Mn. Hanna
short space of one day and a niglit showedthat

*as strenuotus, earnest, democratic; a man of
1i and intense interests, and a humnan bcing
a great heant.
anna lias been cailed "The Roosevelt of On-

,,Hanna dots resemible Roosevelt in at Ieast
dmirable feature. Both are men wlio do things
ive statesmnen, wlio have defluit.e plans, and who

article by Mr. Joseph Dozuney, M.P.P., dealing with
"Our Attitude, Towards the Criminal.» In the sanie
issue zuas an appreciation of the zeork of Mr. J. A.
Leonard, who in the Manzsfield Ref ormatory is wor-
ing out a schemhe of moral reform similar to that nowi
being ,enactcd by I-on. Mr. Hanna in Ontario; and
ont J'anuary 2, i909, appeared a further 'article by
Mr. Doux'ney dealing with "The Emiploytnent of
Prîs-oners." The article on this page, however, is
the first to d.eal with the scherne of prison reform
in Canada.

be so, treated that "nione is liopeless or in despair to
recover again lis former state of freedom by giving
good tokens and likeliliood of himiseif' that he wiil

complete circuit of the grounds, and that, too, in
spite of the fact that he had been 'in court in his
capacity as iawyer at Sarnia the niglit before until
neariy midnight.

Colonel Hugli Clarke, M.P.P., was one of the
guests, and Mr. Hanna was most anxious to show
hîm three herds of Hoisteins, of which lie is ex-
ceedingiy proud. Up hili and down, througli under-
brush, over fences, through turnip field and long
rows of cabbages, in and out of thickets, lie led his
guests to see those cattle. They were in widely
separated parts of the property, but before he was
finished, Mn. Hanna had found tliem ail, had point-
ed out their good qualities, and liad beamed with
deliglit wlien his guests praised themn.

Mr. Hanna was aiso enthusiastjc about the fields
Whicli had been sown in the spring. Many a time
during the ýday lie stopped suddenly, and said, "Now,
boys, I don't know whether you know it ýor flot, but
that is a good crop."

After the tramp was over, lie went for a swim.
witli the rest of the party in the Speed River, whicli
is a beautiful ' tempting stream as it runs tlirough
the farm grounds, and the cabinet mînister made~
just as rnuch noise, and had just as good a swim as
anyone. In fact, liere, as everywhere, he was the
leader.

That niglit, before his guests went to sleep in
one of the dormitonies of the "prison" which had
been prepared for them, Mr. Hanna came in to say
good-niglit. He sat on the foot of one of the beds,
joked and laughed witli the other men, and was as
one of themnselves. There is nothing of the snob
about Hanna.

The real interest of the trip, however,ý was his
attitude towards the "boys" wiýo were serving a
termn in his prison. Everywliere lie went, lie treated
them with the gneatest respect. During the day, he
met many of them on his walks, and, lie would al-
ways have a greeting for them.

" WeIl, boys, how is that stone coming ont 110w?"
he asked some of the men at work excavatingstone
f romn the extensive quarries on the propcrty.

Again, "That is splendid wonk you are doing
licre," he said in encouragement to somne of the boys
digging out drains in a low part of the land.

"Comne to, see me to-niglit, and I shall talk to you
then," h le said tq one man in wliose case lie was
interested, and who in bis estimation was deserving
of a sliortened sentence..

"Isn't ît fine to see those men playing tliere with-
out any pnofanity or dispute ?" he said. "It is cer-
tainly Worth whilc to try to make something of these
fellows."

It is hardiy necessary to say that these "feliows"
think that there is no one like "Mn. Hanna?" No
wond'der! He has organised this institution, ýwhicli
lias taken them out of thc celis of Central, and
piaced them in the comparative happiness of Guelph.

It is not to make tliem 'happy, however, that
Hanna has made this- innovation. They have to
work hard, they are under salutary discipline, but
they are bcing tnained in seif-restraint, and are be-
ing raised fromn tlie hopeiessness of the crniiial
to the hopefuiness of tlie man wlio lias been treated
with kinidness, and wlio is going soon to be giveni
another chance.

Whien you consider that this Prison Farmi schieme
is only part of Hlanna's work; wien you consider
that lie is a busy lawyer, and above ail], the Pro-
~vincial Secretany, in charge of the admiinistrat(ion
of thc license acts, and maniy othen important
branches of routine wonk, you wiil begin to realise
that Hanna is one of the big men of the province.

It is no wondlen that rumnour hias said nepeatedly
that Bonden wants Hanna at Ottawa. It is aiso not
strange that the Premier of Ontario is very ioth to
let go such a tower of strengtli.


