
CANADIAN COURIER.

The -Doom of .the " Indomitable
"min #lio féda>ncifi Rr7itlpçhih RaiIered th, Barnac les off the Belligerent Hulls of the British Novy

T-IE declaratios of war found the Gvernment
and the country utteriy unprepared. Indeed,
the formai declaration was not received
until after troops had, bogun to land on the

eastern coast of Engianti. It was alloged that the
fatal proclamation was sent la timo, but that through
a regreittable delay, bad not been delivoreti beore
the blaw was struck that staggered Great Eniais
ont of ber complaceacy.

Thaso who read the' London news papers for the
two, or throe years proceding the ontbreak, wîll be
at a loss to understand why the British Goveramont
was takea unawares. There is scarcely a newspaper
which failed ta warn those la power af the possible
danger ta ibis country arising from the ever-incroas-
ing number af batties-hips andi cruisers that Icoland
was building. It was shows conclusively that this
new naval force couid bo lintended for Eagland alone,
becanso the sturdy Icelandlers hati already, by build-
ing and purchase, accumulateti a fooet very much
stroager than that of Germaxty, and aumenically
almast oqual ta that af Franco, while sa 'fan as effi-
clency was concerneti, naval experts from Amerlos,
who at great risk ta themselvos had investigateti
maritime affaira Ia bcelaad, asserted that the Ice-
landic fooet oxceedod those af bath Germasy anti
France as s fightiag force. Yet Icelanti went on
building with greator expetiltion than ever, so, if
ber ambition was sot ta attack Enitais, It was diffi-
cuit ta nterstand what nation was theoabject af
bier unceaslag preparations.

Friends of Icelanti (and it neeti sot boire be set
dawn ibai England was permeated with them)
showed by speech anti prnatoti word that the 'Ice-
landers weno the mosi peaceful of ail peoples; -that
tboy wene fnlly justifiet In building a fleet suitable
for the protection af their subsidized mercantile
marine. The pro4cebergs, as they were termeti,
calloti attention ta, the faet that Britain anti Icelanti
hati nover been at war witb ane another; ihat in
timos past Great Britain bati siood ber frlend, freoiy
off ering up bath gald andi mon for ber protection, and
th at ail talk of war between the two Islandis was
sot onIy absurti, but mischievous.

The bistonleal student wili ho amazeti ta, fi
how thorougbly ventilatçti those divergent viows
wene, as&i haw accurate were the-articles which
gave partîculars of Icolaad's rise In the wanld of
nations, tagoiber wlth full particulars o! -the main-
moth war sbips sho was building.

To ail this the Govrnament of the day paiti no
attention. The cordial relations between Russia,
Gormany anti Franceoan the one band, with Great
Bnitain an the other, seemed ta have lulIeti bath
Gaverament andi People mInoa'sense of taise security.
The air was full of philan thropie schomes. The
British fooet was, largely useti for ornamental pur-
poses; frlesdly demonsiations boire, naval picnics
and Venetian nights tirere.

The yean of the great criais openeti for ibe British
Empire amide a paon of fraternal good-Iellowsbip.
The transference of the capital of Canada froin
Ottawa toas point exaeiiy mid-way, betweos Van-
couver asti Quebec, where -a grand new city, con-
structeti af marbie, bati been but for the soie pur-
pose of being s seat af Govoraxuent, was made the
occasion of a sertes of amazlng fetos, strotching
from tbe Atlantic eoat ta the Pacifie. The Qnoen
of England, by pressing a knob ofInTdian ivory, sent
unetho e Atlantic Ocean s spark that stmnck iat
a blaze of elentriclty the fooet anchoreti off Queblec,
asdti he spark, raclng westwarti, Isindloti bonfires ta
form a boit of crimsos acrass the Axuoicas con-
tisent, anti turneti an the Ilghts ha ihat section of
the fleot anchoreti off Vancouver.

By happy coincideace, the varions States of South
Afnica hati been unlýted inta ose realin, and the spark
frora Englanti, travelling untiousantis of miles
of sait water, lit np othor portions of the great fooet
ai Cape To'wn, Durban anti Port Elizabeth.

AUSTRALIA anti New Zoaispd joiseti In wltb colo.
bratians of thoîr awn, and the whale Britishi
Empire ibniuleti with painiotie exeitement. ThE

battloships af the British fooet, assisting ia the civi(
celebratioas, were scaitereti over the waters af tbc
earth. That month 0I Augusti markod the climax ai
pnospertty ta whiab the 'Anglo-Saxron race bfat
reacbod.

Dnrisg this mantb of fervour Icolanti struck, a»É
stnuck tiecislvoiy. Early la the morning of Algnsa
27th, the Teelandie fleet, consistiag of soventeox
battleships, tirty-eight flrst-elass cruisers, an(
tweaty-five second-ciass, with iheir accoxppanlmen
of torpedo hoats, torpedo boat destroyers asti sub
marines, appeareti off Leih.

At fIrst the imposing naval procession was takei
as a friendly demonstration, but it was soon seei
that this wss the openi'ng of a gnim tragedy. Befor,
noon the naval harbour ha the Frlth, that hati takoî
years of time anti millions af nioney te construci
wsog a~ m~ase ruins, andi ýthat uièie,t h sly ws
ruddy with the burning af Leitb, whlle sexeral fire
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appeared in Edinburgh itself. With the hanbour
works bad been destroyed several battles-hips and
cruisers, wbich found themselves penned up and
holpless under the well-organIzed attack of the Ice-
landers. The enomy were disappointed at fanding
no stores of ammuaition sucb as they had expected
ta capture. The British Goverament had been de-
pending for defence on the amity of nations raýther
than'onthe ammuaition of the Admiralty.

Daylight next marning showed Leith ia ruins, but
also brought a ray of hope ta Edinburgh, as another
fleet was seen approachlng aven the horizon ta the
eas.t. Tbis sight, boweven, caused no panic amang
tbe invaders. and by aine o'clock the new fleet was
close enough ta, dIsplay thie Icoiaadic calours. It
was a coacourse of transports, capable of canveying
an army of at least two bundred and fifty thousand
mon, with guns and camp equipment, borses and
automobiles.

It is knowa now that the Icelanders oxpectod
greater opposition than thýey met, and that they
iateaded ta land at least one portion of their army
in Scotland, but the ,bursilg of Leith, which they
ass:erted was the resuit of err.atic sbelis, made landiag
at tbat port Inconvenient. So battbosbips, cruisers
and transports sailed for Hull.

Dy the timo tbey reacbed the Yorksbire seaport,
every available ship in Britisb waters bad made a
i endezvous at Doyen, and wbl'e Hull was being ne-
duced ta the condition of Leî.th, Britain's forlors
hope sailed up the east coast for, the aortb. The
naval battie of Hull Is probably the Most complote
sea disas.ter recorded in history, except the destru.c-
tion of the Russian flçetby the Japanese. The Iee-
laadlc ships were ail, modern, asd of bigbest effl-
ciency as regards speed and strIking power. The
British tieet, tbougb numerically sieperiar ta the
enemy, conitalined masy obsolete cral t, wh.ich em-
barrasseti and retarded their friends more than they
harassod the enemy. Sir James Poasonby, the
British admirai, had boped ta postpose the battIeý
until tbe arrivai of the "Indamitable," hastealngr
home from Canada; carrying in stato the gretiags
of the Dominion ta the aid country, and In twa days
she' was expected ta arrive at Sauthamptos.

T H-E swift cruisers of the Icelanders, howoever,
waited for nothing. They sped east, thon soutli,
and finally west, till thoy came upon the British

fooet off Harwieh, wliere an indecisive contlict took
place. This engagement~ determIated Ponsonby ta
crush tbe crtuisers if ho eouid, and so ho was lured
to tbo nortb, almost, but nover quito, overtaklng
thom, until it was too late to retreat.. The Icelandic
battleships were superbly handiedi, and had been so
placed that before a shot wss fired al naval experts
know thlat tbe Home fooet was dnomed, Prom the
first It bsd not the siightest chance of escape or
victory. By the ovesting of tbe second day -the east
coast was strown wth wrecks. Admirai Van Rune,
of the Icolandic fleet, -ha fought a nunning fight,
cmushing the British np against their own caast.

No war vessel of the Homne fooet was left afloat,
and the Icelanders could naw proceed witb their In-
vasion at any spot that suited theni, "for effective
opposition was not ta bie foared from the territorial
army ahore. This Invasion thoy now set out
ieisurely to accomplish. In -the marine contest tbey
bad lost five seconti-clase cruisers, wblle two tirst-
elass wore sunk. One battleship was dIsabled, and
la spite of efforts ta save ber, had drifteti ashore.

If Van Rune plcked tir any wireless information
rogarding the "Indon-!kble," ho matie no prepara-
tions for ber reception . Ho knew that -the British
Government, alter the naval battie off Hull, had
asked'assistance froni both France and Germany,
but in each case the asswor had been that the nder
standing with Britain did flot contemplate armed
Intervention either for or against tbat country
Russia had forestaIied--n appoal by declarng hox
aieutrality, an oxample foliQwed by the United States
and lator by Italy. Vaný Rune learned that th(
nearesît section of the British fooet was hurnyinî
homo from Quebec, but as there had been oniy on(
speetiy "Isiiomitable" la that contingent, ho knelo
hoe was quite sale for another four or fivo days
Thoneforo, hoe detormineti ta landi one-half of bui
army at Hull, and tbo other hall at Harwich, wheri
the railways wero ta bo selzed, anti thus Londox
was to be captured withlout serions opposition. Oac,

tin the Capital of the Empire, hoe oxpecteti ta dictati
bis own termis, asti siga a treaty of peace probabl:
before the Canadian fooet arrived.

Acting under wirelesa orders froin Lord Harr,
1Willoughby, commander af the "Tadomitable," thon
pwas spoedily concentrateti at Doyen ail the ammun:

tion availabie for the twelve-inch guns anti othe
,ornnce witb whlcb the "Istiomitable" was equippec

a tagothor witb. an ample store of provisions snd lue:
sThe "Tudomitable," breaking ail records, matie tiiroc

for Dover, arrivlngý a day before she was expe
She landed the Canadian delegation, Who prOCE
up 'ta London by speciai train. They were reC
wîtb ail honours by the Queen, ta whomn the'
livered the message of the Dominion; an impre
display which took place with great pomp in
if no suob trifie as a war was in operation a few
ta the nortb east of Windsor Castie.

AT twenty minutes pasýt four in the mornin
"Indomitable" steamed out of Dover Ha
and sped east like a Derby winner. 8h

not pause as she sighted the transport fleet boy
off Harwich; a fleet completely unprotecte'.
Harry saw, with a certain grim satisfaction,
the Engiish tbemseives bad set tire to the ton,
of the Great Eastern Railway, and that station
hotel, wharf s and piers were one mass of fi
fanned by strong easteriy winds. wbich promisE
Icelanders soine littie difftculty In landIng
smail boats at Feiixstowe.

The "Indomitable" scarcely slackened Pace a
approached the transports, but at sometbing
than five miles' distance she began firing witb C
effect from hoer long guns. Before she reachE
fleet seven of the transports had been sunk. TI
was covered witb smnall boats, tossing about c
ris.ing wavos, through wbich the "Indo-i
crashed as solidiy as a rock. She passed noi't.
witbout a pause, unheeding the cries of thot
of drowning men, an act wbicb the continental
papers unanimously described as one of gro
humanity, and they dwelt on the useleseness of
Conferences when a nation supposed ta lead ini
zation could partîcipate in sucb a massacre.

Lord Harry Willaughby, bowever, had othE
ta fry, and cared littie for wbat even bis Homne
said about hlm. Ho was racing for the nanti
approachlng Hull, swept a great circle oats
Van Rune mistoak bier, with ber two funnel
masts, and mercantile-looklng bull, for aG
liner fromn New York, an illusion sbattered
twelve-inch cannon six miles away. The CEe
battleshIps spread out in a crescýent-s-haped lil
convex contour towards the.shore, and the3r
tire was concontrated upon the darlng strange
withdrawn ta a distance estimated at ton
None of the Icelandic sbelis reached ber, ai
own sheis came at sucb infroquont interval
Van Rune -supposed something had gone wronJ
own fleet was, shaking beaven and eartb Wi
dotonations of hoavy guna.. As bo stood on thi
of the fiagship, tbe glgantic "Roklovîk,"' a
struck at the foot of the foremost funnel, pend
three decks, and expioded.

The great ship reeled as though she had gr,
on a rock, and before. albe could recaver a
shell foul almost in the same spot, but further
port aide, sank ta ber interlor, and burst
armour platin& below the water Uine. Whoi'ti
shoîl struck, the Rekievlk was heoled over'-
was impossible 'ta stand on ber dock, and 2
needed but the impact of tbe third aboi, sIXO
turtie, and dIsappo ared In a cloud of steamia"

This appalling catastrophe, bapponIng la tIbl
>0f an unharmed fleet, spread. consternatIofl. 1

terror ln tho offing bad quite paipably PIlcý
the Quoen bee of the hiye, olowly, carefullY 1
ing distance, estimating strength of power,
lating the speed of the wind,, and bad struCI
swit blows tbat crushed the fiagship as If sý
a wasp,

N0W the. "Indomitable" was, crawlIng 'NThe ineffectIve cannonade of the lie
ceased. The' Indom tale" also Wag

Oniy a scattorod film of wreckage on theO
waves sbowod wiiere the gigantie ,eef
floatod but a few short minutes before. 9'
two shoils came toge-ther, and both str"'
'«Hecla." Her .funnels foil; the, dock b6ave(
If rent asunder by an oartbiquake, criishilg
of living men as If tbey were Mosqutitoes,
of a fissure ascendod a wbite balloon of stenl
"Hecla" d1d not turn turtne as ber sister I
done, but sank like a atone'

This second disaster tihrew the fooet Into Col
the lack, of a head was boginning ta b ol
Rune. and his officers lay, quiet under thef
w1th thoir ruined fighting machine. The "T*0l
cannled down witb ber Admirai CiUCb, se

command, but just before hoe was tuI
efiown a signal, ordorlag the whole fleet tO ý1

upon the enemy. Immediately aftor lbe d
ance of the "H-ecla" varions shlpg bogail8
contradIctory orders. Some of the vessels St
for the open sea, but slowod down whenflei

e the rest 1wore not following, Thus the ed
I_ concave lino closed Ini, and. for a few I
r battleships were dangerously masse4  Og

predicamont of whioh the "IndomitabWl "
to take advantage. At full speed she tore~
t (Continuod on page 21.)


