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sma!l round ewes at lier in lazy triumph 1 in the days tbat followed, lie bov0 0 It was too much. Was an immortal about the luckless bipeds like a bircwoman to be outwitted by a couple of prey. He bought the latest tregtie88 finite hiens? The littie widow renewed hiens, and patiently tried in succesýthe conflict, but flot daring to lay hands ail 'the experimenfs therein sugge,again upon the belligerent bipeds, she for subduing the wills, of obdurateresorted to the discreet expedient of ters, Mrs. Ebbeson assisting, as in c(poking at tbem, through the open win- mon gratitude she must. Tbis witîdow, thus affording to Mr. Butterkin, producing the least effeet uponas lie rounded the corner, a confused Brahmas. It was the widow that grLvision of agitated calico dancing about irestive, conscious of the absurditya distracted rake handle. Mr. Butterkin's sudden and osten" What 1 setting again, Mrs. Ebbe- tious regard for fowls. Se knew,u'l son ?" very moment when is heartlttndrm The small lady, tili then unconscious ward hier, but wbether hers mincof the genteman's proximity, bastily similarly toward him wasn't for lierne. witbdrew bier head froin. tbe window say till hie asked; yet, coy little worn;die and looked down in sonie confusion sbe gave hini no chance to put1edie from iber percli on an inverted barreL. question.r. " Yes, tbey're settin' again; but it's And, such is human perversity,1une just as wel-just exactly as well," said more she seemned not to catie for hjshe, rater incoerenty, harrowed by so much the uore was Mr. Butteritlie fear lest she were displaying lier resolved thàt shTe should care for hiankles. 
Before July was ended lie had fure 'po', now, we must see about this," made up is mmnd to, propose, inwar(rsoddMr. utrnfsigihsasre that bis late wife would sarpocket for a small baIl of twine lie had tion the proceeding, flot if she wereiS bouglit tbat day for stringing the toma- turned to the flesh, of course-in t].toes, and meanwhile glancing over bis case lie would not ask it-but asshoulder, apparently to assure himself shiade she would flot stand between hithat the. orcliard was wliere it should and ber beloved Ruth. 0f Mr. Ebimy be. He would ave liked notling blet- 50f's slade le scarcely thouglt, doulter tlian to, lift* the littie widow down, ing, perliaps, wliether a man on earýS but is instinct told im she would pre- destitute of moral substance couldfer to descend by herself, unobserved, deatli attain the dignity of a heavenand lie was a man capable of self-sacri- shadow. But there is a vast differenlfice. " We'l tie the liens to the fence," between purposing to propose and prglie added, presently, cofiscious of a thrill Posing. Mr. Butterkin learned thisiof delight as lie pronounced thie "we." bis ctiagrin after repeated abortive alie knew himself better than in the tempts at giving is frequent interviemcarly morning, and could flot disguise with Mrs. Eblieson a sentimental turithe fact that lie felt a personal satisfac- At each advance of is sle sped awîtion in entering into even the liumblest *as sliyly as a girl, and in the secure riépartnershj2) witli Mrs. Ebbeson-.a satis- treat by lier motlier's couch was as nifaction evidently flot shared by tlie approacliable as if seated aloft in thB ral Is wlio, ,#esenting bis continued chiair of Cassiopea. Iii regard tointerference, tore bis coat mercilessly. written declaration of love, Mr. ButIt was a jagged rent, from pocket to terkin would sooner have- attempted ahýem, in bis Sunday garment, too, whicli essay on protoplasm. August foun,ie Roxanna's atime liad neyer gone to limitll1 1waitiîîg for an opportunity1 village o week dy u h was Hie, uulys prompt and unliesitatin,li'ere now to watcli over Mr. Butter- -the flrst selectman of the town! Th'

kins app arel? Not Mr. Butterkin, better lie loved the widow, the more hl
surelyI to wlom the distinctions of despised liimself, till one soft twiliglîdress were but as sounding brass and wlien the zephyrs ývere wliîspering tera tinkling cymbal. der thoughts to the leaves, lie rose witl',Wliat a wicked, wicked shame !" desperate resolve, and strode boldljcried Mrs. Eblieson, in distress. "But round to the open door of the L. Mrs1,11 damn it just as well as I can." Ebbeson sat just within the sitting."No, no, thank you; it's of no con- roon, but he was too crafty to enter.
sequence," replied Mr. Butterkin, wvîtli If you'l kindly step this amianly indifference. momenBut Estlier can'tomend racoh"t," lie said, "I've another ex-Bu" steCan't u d n't say lth. periîment we rniglit try on those liens.':

"Ca't Yu ont y su esti But having lured lier to him, bis nextImnbued with the masculinesueti words were wide of the mark:tion that incapacity with the needie ie, " I came to ask-tiat is, I wanted ta
tokens idiocy, Mr. Butterkin looked know-in fact, I wanted to bave a ser,aghast. 

fous talk witli you.""N o; sbe's Young, you know, and fot She 1ei v d i r e w î i n fr-used to sewing. Besîdes, J'm respon- ordination; but bis " serions talk I
sible forItliis rent. Let me attend to wou.ld flot savor of tlieology, she knew.it, please."' 

She nervou.sly essayed to confine it tolie remnoved thie garment witliout a poultry.word, bis face fltmhing like moose-ber " ReaIlyMi-. B utterkin, you take too,
ries in auturrn. Not a thouglit ci trole bu hs les lthat, since Esther- was incapable, lie -... "l botths les.Tmust be indebted to the widow for past _" Nothing I dofo oRtiafavors with the needle-indeed, lie trouble."fo-yu, 

utiawou.ld bave unblushingly declared' that " They're fairly rlieumatic fi-ou
th s was the first occasion since Rox- standing in tat ba rr l o ae, a dann'sdecas tht aiment of bis liad for ail that, tliey're flot curzd of set-
needed repair-but lie feit a reluctance ting."at being dependent upon Ruthi for a - As 1 was saying, Ruthi-menial sgrowing desÇre' of bis heart that slie Butterkî ,, I beg."1S 1houild. Jean taPOn him. Imfo speaking about, liens, Ruth"Seeing hinijl èolbr, Nirs. Eblieson, ont lerHM. utterkin wiped bis bro'
of syrpath, colored, too, and sucb à 1 wIth bs i nd e ch e r amwo akVvîvd a i lasting crirtison that lier m otl i- a ot you. D on't go. Y our c m o therier at dinner m ildly chided ler for go- d id 't c îl li ont o m r y eng o t witbout lier bonnet. ýl h? 1Btis ov r hi co t t at ater oon She gave hini a dozen reasons on the
Ruh naturally thouglit of Mi-. Butter-' spot, but the fallacy of feminine logic
kiri, while lie, weeding the late tu.mnips being proverbial, Mi-. Butterkin was flot
r e c a l l e d l e r b l u s h e s , a n d c l nm s l y t r i e h a n t i e t e i A e a t t ito analyze theni. On the whbole hle knoxy hefore the snow came tlie Widowc o tld ni't b e lie v e s h e w e n t s o fa r a s t o E l e o a d b c n e M s B u t k idiiee m. And so nightt~carne the and frosty evenings she and lier lius-fliddcoatlit 1g19il, its place, andi un- band might have been seen carefuîly

*der the fence the nndiscoui-aged Brali- shelterinc. two late broodsofcikesNeas broodd oer99i~t- gS. fori-l]î the end the Bi-ahmnas had theirNctiniing they liroode(I there still, wyandI theî-e, lhad they hecîîl hs W ayaîghlt fi cY have colnîilnned to brond,
foI te wi- ftn bd Moi-. liuterkjn lo, as To ke(, palMs green and fresh-îook.C].,lla-ge Iife oftcn idl,\%oml insit.it 1 gaudreliioV'e the dusty and faded'

1
VC C]igel i- mnIx\it len; niapue, ac of tiie leaves, wipe eaeh 1eati li~ etueal raliuv ~ se~s~ pe sePu'aeîvwih a cloth diPped in milir.

rI rel t as in,îg 1dm adience Ths wI at once gve back their naturý1I\ t t cu t r- hiing 
ailu cerj~~ a ]s d fresii green appaerance.

1 9 Winnipeig, Burch, Igoq.
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