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pffl ffl was, it appeared, no need to
maea formai presentation* Mrs.

G' olding and Colonel Serg htlad
Met bèfre.

"lSo you know our lion?" said Lady
DaDlison; and Olive Golding, alittle
rel «"Oh, yes; Edmund and 1Ier

asaloY.andgirl."?
Jack G ldmng had charge of tho colonel

n0w,,-and' ha -wAs * ta oeme -go-
cloee te, a popular hero, to 'Ineet hlm lu the
flehh ad -grsphie hand.

4"No 1e lie a soldier's,"1 he was saying;
"«we poor- fellows that stay at home-
wliat are we?"

The colonel couldn't enliglten hlma.
"Olive Moorsom's husband, fdr one

thing," he miget have Ïai, hd he
spoken out.J
L~"l hear he's to ho knighited, a K.C.B.j
-noue of your Indian orders." Olive was

-.ltening to Jermyn Daflison. '«I dou't
think he cares. Thoee feilows who have
doue things never seem to care. I gave

five tlioussud for my handle-'services to
the arty,' " and ho laughed.

Te colonel was presented to a vivacious
spinster, aud to a lady and gentleman who
took him very seriously indeed; who
made quite a point of taking hlm very,
seriously. It was rather foolish of them
bis grey eyes seemed to say. HoehQ
another moment with Olive before dinner
was announced. She must be thirlty-eight
--and mamoid and children in the nursery
-"Handsome--very handsome," ho
reffocted, giving Lady Dallison bis arm.

There Was just a whisper of excitement
mider all adinner-party, a heightening,
a something scarcy perceptible, but
nevertlieleSs evidçnt. Even the servants
were full of Colonel Sebriglit sud the
exploit that had put bis naine lu so many
MoIe sallowed bis soiip, however, like

"y other body; ndeed, he seemed
singularly young sud clieery sud unspoied.

The lady, who took hlm so very seri-
ously, asked hlm wlitler ho was not sorry
it was over. 'She would like to have been
in his place, it appeared. So would Jack
Golding-more fondly stili; though what
either of tliem would have doue* lu it was
not -so clear.

Over the colonel's-face rippled a amie
at their ou liusiam.1

"It's bottèr- uu-ntô be home," ho said,
C'mucli better fun. You do't know 'how
we felows abroad euvy you and think' of
London." And later, sippmng lis sherry:
'There was oue poor chap I knew m
Burmal-blew his brains. out-cotildn't
stand the solitude. We went over his
papers-pages fuil of imaginary sprees.
He'd sat alone in the jungle a dlannied
such evenings! Dinners everyrhere, sud
sueh good dinners-he gave you the wliole
six courses witli ail sorts of additions sud
corrections; but always sainion alter the
sou p-seemed to have lilced salmon; sud
then to a music hall or a play, and suppers

iu the amartest places. Such agayog
dog on paper! Really, he livealonemi
the jungle. The solitude was too muich,
for hlm. He gave it up and ahot hiurlaett
Mucli botter f un to, b. home," he ended,

e"much botter fun."
Of the actual defence aud holding Of a

bard-pressed frontierpotofhevou
aud shrewdness that had ,madte. lm pr-

minet~th~ ulunel mdutig<urr
admtted hathe-had etnhors an sd
that it was rather_.good. Aiwhonthe
ladies were gone, snd Jack Golding bad
bimain acorner, "Oh, it's al inthe papers,"y
ho said; "tliey know more about it than I
do. You se, one's too-busy,"-he laughed.

"TIsà is the man Olive màrried," ho was
thinking under bis moustache; "smee
rather a good hom tht n .t

The colonel walked hm htnkt
He had promised fo nil on the Goldm'gs
-what had he not promised? Jack
Golding would take no denials-there. was
even something comie ini Jack ,oldns

warm mnsistence sudt p"ii to a date:
sud "su y afternoou," O)livé ad uaid, "if

youenda note in- the morning 'y sBo
few engageme an sd the caldeu rather
look to me," as se gave hlm lier hand.

Olive Golding must be thirty-eight.
There had been three years betwêen itliem.
"Doesn't look it," he reflected; sud thon
again ho saw Jack Goldn fixing the
eveninç ho shoi4d dine with thfem, wavmng
aside hie hesitations, begging him to acce t
ail kinds of hospitalhty, sud finishing witl,
"We've a little place iu the country-
quite cosy for week-ends-if you could
join us-"y

Just for a second a dangerous hardnews
crossed the colonel's eyes.

I.

It was December now, sud London
darkened, early. Sebright had thouglit
of going abroad for Christmas, sud, before
he went, ho would like te say' good-bye.
He chsuced it one afternoon. If Olive
were in, so mucli the btter; if. she were
out, ho would send atkne when ho reached
home.

She was in. It was the first time hebhad
been alone with lier informally, sud seen
lier in the quiet of every day.

11 suppose it'll be the South of France"
lie said, when Olive asked hlm whether hoe
liad made any plans.

"'Rather a duil Christmas," naid she.
'1%e shaH bo quite.a party. My big gir
came home yesterday-she's just eft
school-and the two eider boys wili be bore
to-morrow. lt,§eme's lard on you having
no home."

"Que doesn't miss these things unleàs
oue's had 'om," lie auswered, easly as
thougl inl himself lie had often made the
sanie reply beforo.

She put lier sewing bof ore lier and faced
hlm squarely.
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