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««If Ye Break Faith With Us"
By Rev. John MgcKay, D.D., Principal Westminster Hall, Vancouver.

.JOHN McRAEd,, onenof the
noblest of Can ada's8sos, who
himself aleeps in Flanders

19,words, the pathos, the tra-
gsdy, the glory and the challenge of the
Wur.

Thousands of Canadian homes are for-
ever inked by tics af sorrowful affection
ta the little crosse that mark the laut
resting places of their hero sono. For
them there can b. no forgetting, for lave
neyer dies. What truc Canadian can ever
thuik unmoved of those long rows of sulent
sentries over aur noble dead? And how
can 1f. for any of us ever be the sarne

Ca eevei f ail ta hear thernsay:
break faith with us." Surely the

My in sacrifice af aur bravent and best
cannot be i vain.

The homes frorn which they came have
been glorifled by what they did. The
simple lessons of duty, and honor, of
courage and faith have I>rne rich fruitage
in the hour of deadly stru.Ae with earths
mhost brutal foe. Can any Canadian home
in ail the future years forget these lessons
and fail ta give the coming generations the
things for which they died?

Our achools and cofleges have had the
seal of high approval placed upon their

work, humble thougli it often was, by
those who learncd in thcm the me4nings
of history and the purposes of life. Can
they ever again b. content with anything
bclow the best for the bavs and girls
whose privileges have beený bought for
them at sueh a prioe? Our political
institutions thougli they have pitifully
failed in soumany ways, though they have
suffered so much from human selfishness
and fais. ambition, have yet risen ta
splendid heights and have supported' aur

bosat the front i ways of which w. may
weilbproud. Can we ever again be con-
tent with corruption and unwarthiness in
the high places of the land? Can we who
gave aur sons that the world might be
safe for democracy ever again tolerate
those practices which endanger the very
faundations of democracy?zCan we break
faith with those wha die, in the institu-
tions which fashion and guard the vcry
life of aur citizens and secure ta thern
the blessings bought with aur best blcod.

Soon, we hope, the blessed peace for
which they fought wiil be realired and
aur maimed and broken sons who have
stood between us and warse than death,
will return ta their homes. For thern
there can neyer again be the full orbed
life of perfect health. Have we risen ta

our fulrspnsbility ini aur treatment of
them? Can w ever respect ourselves if
we fail ta make their lot as happy as lies
within our power?

And what of the widows and orphans of
our noble dead? Shall we repeat the
shameful story of Britain's treatment of
her dependents frorn other wars? Or
ohail we write a new chapter in the history
of aur Empire by giving thern the best
life halds, even at the cost of bitter hard-
ship ta, ourselves? It is easy ta forget, it
ia easy ta be self satisfied, but can we be
so base as ta break faith with the helpiess
dependents of those who die for us?

Over and thraugh all the horror and
bloadshéd, the world is beginning to

reanze the hand of God in this dread
disaster. Had those who naxned His
name in the past, been sensitive as they
should have been ta His presence and
His purposes in life, would this dire cal-
arnity have corne upon the earth? Who
knows? But this we know and for this
we thank Cod and take courage for the
future-The lessons taught by.the church
in the past have been lived in the lives of
those who stood face ta, face with death
in a thousand awful farms, have kept
them patient in hardship and steadfast
in the Article of Death.

To the Church above ail else cornes the
challenge of those silent crasses, for does
she not live by the Cross, and in it find
her glory? The first Christrnas, with its
sang of "7Peace on earth, good will to men,"
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for thase who eould se and understag
was shado'ved b y a Cross.. And mnay act
this Christ;mas have it.s richer sang andj
its f uller promise of peaoe which yS
shail neyer shatter?

The answer rernains with the Churci
of Christ. Those thousands af littie white
crosses awe their very shape to thMa
instrument of torture an which the Prizlo
of Glory died. And those rows on rowB
meet ini that cross which stands higher
than ever before in the eyes of ail the
world as the revealer of the heart of
God, as the interpreter of life's tragedies
and the Ccmforter of the hearts of MMn
The message of these pathetie rows of
crosses is the message of that other
Cross "If ye break faith with Me."

Surely the Church will ot fail Hirn and
thern in this great hour of the world's
agony and the Church's opportunity.

In Flênders fields the poppies grow
Above the crosses, row an row,
That mark our place and in the sky
The larks still braveiy singing fly,
Scarce heard above the guns below.

We are the dead, short days ago
We lived, saw dawn, feit sunsets glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders field.

Take up aur quarrel with the foc,
To you frorn failing hands we throw
The torch, be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
W~e shaîl not sleep, though poppies blow
In Flanders field.

The Strain Immnortsi

Written for The Western Home
Manthly by D. S. Hamilton, B.A.

Winnipeg

We review the years of conffict
And aur hearts are strangely stirred
By the siglits aur eyes have wit-

nessed
And the tales aur ears have heard.

Sorne have moved arnjdst the
dangers

0f the reeking abat and sheil;
Some have risked the dark pursuer
Where the billows heave and swell;

Same have faced the winged des-
troyer

Boldly in the uppier air;
For destruction walked in darkne!zs
And at noonday "OVER THERE."

We have lived within the shadow
0f the risks they bravely manne',
And aur hearts have ached full (;: tel,
As the lengthy lists we scanned.

0f the men whose dauntless courage
Led thern on against the foe,
Till sorne hate-directed missile
Crossed their path and laid them

low.

Then the world seemed lost ta
gladness,

And ta joyous note, until
Broke again the strain irmaOrtai
"Peace on earth, ta men good wihI."

Ave the Christrnîatide is dawning
To rekindie hope obscured,
Tô inspire fait h unfailing,
In the souls that long endured.

Strain of sorrow, pain and anguish,
Trust ing where they could not sec
That a day of liberation
Would arrive ta set thern free.

1Tiail w-e noW with joy unmeasured
Viýion of the "happy rnorn"
lleralthing the worlcl's redemptioti,
Whien the Saviour King was born.

W-ho should stand amidst the
nations,

Pointing a benignant sway-
Eing of Kings in power and wisdoni,
Author of the better day.

lo! as token of His power
We hehold the tyrants faîl,
And new- favor for the peoples
Be they great or be they snal.,

Let the anthem ring with gladness,
All the worlH with jov to filîl
Afler night of dark destruction,
"Peace on earth, to men good will.'
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