IN. THE/GONSTITUTION:OF NEWFOUNDEAND: -

- golicit your co-operation-in bringing$d a successful issue the arduons struggles of its inhabitants

with the monopolists of its tradeand its government, who have formed a combination for'their
© - vowniselfish-purposes;ito-defeat v will-on ! subj U
oo T direot opposition toitheseindverse parties, diaplayed iu every possible shape; t

the popular will‘on these important:subjects;> - ==«

r His'colony
. -received a'représentative-form of /government'in‘1832, of »niture similar to that which has
.- " been:successively-sbandoried; in allthe other North-American dependencies. - In o despatch,

- datéd27m,.Juxy§1832;cfminfLord‘Go&eﬁchftd‘fthergovembf of thatisland; accompanying the

{Instructions] iwhich are the basis'of its constitution; his Lordship declired that—
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.4 Tt may_ seem, however,, superfluous.to accumulate reasons ir . 7
establishing; i, Newfoundland that form. of constitution which: generally prevails throughout
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. ments for, withhglding it.. Tlic reatonable presumption seems to be, that a system of colonial
‘government which has been attended with_so.many, advantages in British North Ameriea,
would produce similar benefits at Newfoundland, 5f transferred to that settlement. I do not

" the British transatlantic colonies; the difficulty would consist rather,in.finding valid.argu-

indeed mean to deny that'some considerable inconvenience hins oceasiopally resulted from the “

adoption, jn‘those depetidencics. of: Grredt: Britain, -of ‘constitutions mudelled into a mininture
'resemblance of our own; but I know not what is the systerm of which the same might not be

truly asserted. . It is sufficient:to ény of theischemé of internal policy in foreein Nova Scotin

~ and New, Brupswick, that in all the colohies to which it hus been extended, it has inyarinbly
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their own affiirs ;'by affording an opén field for the free exércise’ of talents and public spirit;
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' by providing honoatable tmbitioniith'a legitimate object and reward ;"by insuring immediate

.- tion of ‘meddires whic
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- obtaining seats in ﬁié,ﬁpugg',gf'ﬁgsgmbly“ Eyen in colonies in which ‘there 18 alarger society

.. -foundland, considerable inconvenience has; ‘ :
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ssembly, and, thereby losing their services in that . -

T }

judicious'adiiinistration’ 6t public ‘affairs. " With the’ singlé ‘excfition of those. colanics in
- “which the people are .separated froms each other, by, distinctions- analogous to those, of "caste,

fepreschitative’ a¥sernllies arc. not “dilly Tecommended by abistract considerations Qrawn from

-the genius and ‘principles of our. own Government, but by'a long'cgiirse of expériments
pursuéd undeér'a great variety; of circumstanices, but/still-lending to the same general zesult.

“+¢ In" décordance With' ‘the imiform course: of precedénts, your ‘commission’ constitutes o
" Council; which'will"participate With the Akséibly in“the ennctment of liws. 'It'is not, how-
' evet, tb 'be” denitd thilt this part of the ‘establisiied “system of ‘coloninl legislation has been
practically found”to e dftended with'some’ seriotis difficulties. | The members of Council,

* deriving their authority from the Royal Cominission, hinve not’ deldom béeii régarded with

_jealousy and distrust by the great body of the people. Their clevation to rank and authority -

" "has but too,often failed to induce a- corresponding degree of pnblic respect. ' Even the most
 judicious exercise of their. powers has occ‘asionuﬁy worn the gemblance of harshness when
" opposed to the unanimous, or the predominant;opinions of those to whom the colonists looked

with confidence as their representatives.. ‘The Councils, it must be confessed, have not uni-

formly exerted themselves to repel, or td abateithis prejudice.! *The aeriony engeénderéd by -+

such disputeshas-sometimes given ‘occdsion*to” an ‘enger’ nssertion ‘of extremerrights on the
part of the Council, aud to a fo less determined denial of their necessity and constitutional

- priviloges ontho pat, of the Ascmbly:. The Councils have also, been employed us:inst
. ments for relieving Governors from the responsibility they ought to have borne for, their. x¢jec-
which’ have beett proposed by :the other branch of the Legislature; and

fhem® in: dissensions which -it would. have been more judicious to
abitatts of the colony, ne'well s the chief ofier of the
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otind 'to result” from raising to
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and g greater number of proper persons to become members of the Legislature than'in New-
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body.” The wantof any member, compétent to explain;or vindicate the course pursued by the
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. ‘exegutive:authorities, has been still more seyerely felt; mensures bave, niotunfréquently been
" inisunderstood, and it has"happened'that s triflinig misconception which a féw words of timely

"The effectof ‘the institiition, therefore, is too often fo induce w:
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branches of;the Legislature, 10 ¢xempt; the G
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‘tion'Which'might atorle for. thes is, o
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ision between the different

ifs most useflmembera..” Yet the compensa-
¢8¢ evils is Hiot obtained, and the Courtil does ot assume in the
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ition, op.an, influstiee  analogous to,that,of the House of Feers, becabs ¢ntirely
{hatTiold,on public opinibn which the property and independence of its member
antiqui »y:‘ofvd;egnsututxpnfgé;eif',’»!‘con}g -upon the'peerage of: this’country,” -
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*All'the difficultids anticipated’h K_-Lor,d, oderich, and which colohin] experiénce has

. to bg incidental to'siich a system; have: been fully:realised in- Newfoundland; it ‘was, 1
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ndeed,

* ‘unreasonable to expect harmonioud.working between.our.executive body, composed of persons’

" avowedly hostile “concession of ‘a- Tepresentive’ constitition, and-the popular branch of
_.the Legislature.. |

“ii’gﬁgﬂﬂ;g;?yw;{ed by the local officials to sustain their, policy, is

whi
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pdiscmdihy i e badiig frrsz‘,jngé»agm sad adt -
theyGovernmient will{always:haver$o con
2 i greaticlassen;s ‘
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. furé respeotfuliy:address you;asw friend of colonial reform. ind- freo trade; nd earnestly

ko
ccumpulate reasons in: proof. of .the propriety of -

and-careful attentionto "the variots” exigencics” of society ; and by promoting a frignl and’

The Councils have also, been. employed as-instru- |

» eXplanation would, have” removéd,, has grown into’a-serious and embarrassing controversy. .

'{‘ C'u Ty FTam Ty [ ), it Sde. ‘z" aipin T L o'y qat 4F 2 o
ernor from a dué sense of responsibility, and
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rty and ‘independence ‘of its'members,

experiénce has shown -

he Legislature.::'The'commercial moropolists; whose influence’ predominated in’the Execu--
. tye Council,”and wbich b ‘ in their. p
~4l : this*"c&l&ix;;,w dated




