
TH-E AUTHOR OF TO-DAY.
AUI-c! NÉG4AN stt<d!.

\ToC writer ail tisslet of a tlte Atlnîîtic ils go promancrntlv il,

ANthe public cyr toa.dny ils the auistr or ".\Ir. Wiggs of
the cnbbîage i'atclt" aîîd 'I.ovey Niary." Inderd few

lM,<,ks hanve lbcefa putlulaSlict] (oatt yenrit that have arrcqtcd tlic
nttruticaît of sa Ilarge a ctionl or the reading public.

- k lins for soute finie liea innt-
ter t rcmnnlcthlit ".%Ir%. izggs"
luui ninisitined its %alrs for là sin.'
gîiinrlv lonig periodi.-in tact, rnuch
longer thita the ordînnarv rmn (if
nocvel. liwcvcr truc tii ina>' lie.
tberc gceuns iittke daubi but that

de "'I.cîvcy MNnry"* will cqual if r.ot
tiutstelp it in the popular estima.
lioni. 111 Canada flic saîle of the
latter boaok basl apetied with ant

cxtrardlitlîrv mush, wiicb lins scrved tu malle it preewciîîenltly
tlic hook of t lie linur.

Attenition is now liig naturally dlircctçd front the boks
tu flic author. Mms. Alice Ilegris Rice. whoseclaimi tu faile
res on lier creation oi the îinitable charaece of' Mns.

WViggsa und I.ovey 'Mary sà a native ai L.ouisville, Kenîtucky.
The datugbter ot a liauqe whîch hait lier for tuany years a
centre of social liie and hospitality. uhce early acquired a fire-
îdoni (if titterance and a brWath a[ vision that well quatified
her for literatry effort. She becamne interested in the people of
the poarer nection of Louisville aiid therc discovered the char-
acters o fher books.

Mm-. Ricc's finit boule appeared under bier niaiden liante.
Alice Cualdwell Ilegan. Silce then the youthfual author hia
entered the state of matrimony ani *"I.ovcy Mary" bears on
its title'p)nge tlîe signature. Alice Ilegan Rice. Iler niarriage
too< place un the 18th ai last Decentiber.

Iloth ".%r*. Wiggs" and " Lovey Mary" are unique in
inlanv respects, precnting ta înost people ait entii'ely new
speries of fiction. The saine atmomphere pervades each alike,
white "Love>, Mary" *'nly <lifl'ers frotta -Mn. Wiggs"* in being
a more pretentious and possibiy a more suceesiul effort
in the saine direction. A quaint, dry bumor acdes the
spice of lufe to ailtn Rite's writinici and give ber hooks
flint buman interest whicb in their inost important char-
acteristie.

CANADIAN -AUTHORS AND THEIR BOOKS.

M'ERE a cogitent ta lie iialiguratcrd witli the bject of
_17 discalvrriîig b>' poptilar vote %vhich oftour Catncian

sitavlistosttaod Iighest iii thcstiiîiatîan ot thepeople,
tiiere would lut litile daubit but thnt the lionoir of lirecedericec
would devuli'e upacn Sir Gilbert P'arker. Noa ather author who
cati la>' cînini te) Canadien luîrtli <uite fills the sanie niche iii the
bearts o fcith nation ris tlic ani wlwratc nt) deligbtfullv and
sympîatIietically ofu- Pierre aitl Iii 1'coplc." wh', thrillcd flic
Sprnugs (if romtance in lix - Baftle of' the Stroutg.- itou( Wlho
mnalle goaii bis claini ta sterling litteary
abilitv i n" The Rigbt (if Wv." - No na-
tiont uerd lic ashanîrd of the record ai
such la tuit. ai in bis suucceust cati lic
rend the promise ai grenter tbiiigs iii
store for Caittadiat literatîire.

Sir 6ult)crt P'arker la ut native ai
Eatern Ointario. lie w-as huorst iii the
villagec tif Cateeu Eaist ils tîte caunt>, ai
Adutlisigt.in. tesi the 2.1ril <if Navcsiiluer.
1 SC-2. the soit tif flic lîîte Cnlîttaîn - Par-
krr. lic w'as rilucatcd nit Truiiv Vni-
vtrnity. Toronito. and siuice lu. gradua-
tiet lie lias scil lite inii inny <liffreuit
piarts of thr glotte. INS6 uiîî bitn
asociaste-«ditgir ci( The Syduicy Mîîrnîng
ilemald in Aiisttnlin. and about the sallie
,>enîîd bc t rau'elledl etensirely amanng
Ille S.îîitb 'WA Ilauîdi. lits fuather

jcuuui~'iîg uiutd Iiri fainiliuirwith (_)lie-
lier. Nocitbeiî cuiîlai and Egt'pî).

%Vith tlic oîpasuetf **i'icrre aincI
Ili', leuPle." it lN92. Gilbuert P'arkcer Mr Gloît
aprrtug into liranîineiîce. Ile lîad seized
onu a vital auliject. fat of hiddcn posuibiiîics. anîd lie hait
workedi hie new-ftutd -cinit- with ail the ardor of an en-
thuiit. lientforth bis namerwas tu bc herîtlded fortif as the
exportent of the l'rerncb-Canladian, tif bit; life .înd bi% country.

"ierre andu Hit.lepe wast iallowed ai. intervais <'i a
vrar liv severai noircIs of lessert importance. ail. it in truc, gir-
ing proîgna i obettrrîhisîgs tocuune. Mr. I'arkrr was inierel>,

fi'

getting; into training, testing hie powers and watching bie
opportunity. Theti appeared -When Vainiond came tu l>on-
tiac.," hie first noirci of undouhted power. The Frcnch.Cana-
dian was stili the centrai figure in hi* work and the histor>' of
Quelie tuarniabedl the themne of the romance. A year later botte
Enugland and Amnerica welcomued the -Sent» of the MlJighty "
with lcuud ac'clani, and on its appearance Mr P>arker stepped
te) the l'arcftnnt ofithe rontancera of theday.

Thc taiiawiiîg year t'The Ilomp of the Lavillettes " w»u
published and "The Ilattle of the Strong"
ln 18!b8. A year elap.ed and tben came
out "The Lane That Ilad No Turnins."
AI! ttrce tales quite carried out the pro.
ine contani in "The Seats of the

\Igbty," but they were more or leui
hack-work. Then theworld wtt.gretted
witl- an ezitirely nte. creation, *'The
Rigbt af Way." That tItis noel is Sir
Gilbert Parkers@ chef d'oeuvre few will
den>,. lit its jiages bc hait pasod froni
the reuluti of pare romance into a dreper
anid miore analytic region.

Sir Gibert P>arker bas resdett (or
several Years icL England and ln 1900 lic
was elected tnember of the lleitush
Ilouse, of Comnions for Graveliend lin the
Conservative interest. ilis lunigbthood
was conferred <tn hini latit year and the
acet bas been takien as a direct complim-t
ent to Canada. In hi% parlianhentary
file. Sir Gilbert ba* been recognimed ae

Parker.mare or leu. a Canadiati repreffentative,
and be ha@ always brn carefuf to sali-

guard Canadian interests in the British P*rliainent wbeneyer
questions rclatitig ta the colonies came up.

Sir Cilber's fateit contributions ta literature include a
volume af short atories. entitieul "tionovan Pasha." with
*ertes jîlaeed iii lugy.pt. anid a valuable two volume historical
treatiseun Qtîellet. a citv wbich bce bas always vetrated astbe
niest beautiful anti intcrciting place of habitation in the worid.
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