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D:».l;i“n"l(.);n ol'. é‘-a'\n-t-l‘dx.l .Rific— A se.o(‘in_ﬂon:
SEVENTIL ANNTAL DPRIZE
MLETING.

A Lacar ArteNvasce, Senanip CovpntinoN,
axn Sprexpip Wrarnen

[Not being able to attend uli the matches
of tho Dominion Rifle Association, and as our
Contemporary tho 7imes hug avery foll ro-
port of them, we have conclirled to copy
1hom from its columns.}

Tho seventh amnual prize mecting of the
Dominion of Canada Riflo Association coin-
menced at the Ridenu Range this morning
under the most favourablo auspices- [I'he
weather was all that could bo desired,bright
and clear, and just as much wind piovailing
frowm the northwest as kept tho atmosphere
cool, without interfering with the shooting.
'The spectators also mustered in good num-
bers and seermed to tako al cely interestin
the proccedings, as well thoy might do. for
the scene was 2 most animate doune. The vari
ous tents pitched formed quite alittle camp,
and the Union Jack florted over many of
them; the bright uniforms of the military
contrasting strongly with the more sombre
garments of the civilian competitors,created
a proorama of the most pleasing character.
Lt, Col. Stuart assisted by Capt. Brown Wal-
lis and Capt. J. Walsh, G. G. F. G., had
charge of the Secretary’s oflfice and these
gentlemen, with Col. Bacon, tho statistical
officer, were most obliging to the members
of the press in affording all the informativn
and facilities that laid in their jower, They
provided a spacious table in the statistics
office for their use, thus they were saved
the inconvenience of writing in the open air,
‘The shooting on the whole was excellent,
soveral of the Wimbledon men fully sustain-
ing their reputation as shots. At half past
ten o’clock the musterof competitors for the
meeting was complete and s gencral move
was made for the 200 yards range in tho Al}

Comer's match, when the first shot was fired

by Col. Walker Iowell, Adjutunt Genenral,
At this time thero were upon the ground
besides the officers above numed lieut. Col.
Beer, New Brunswick ; Major Ritchie, (late
Sectetary to tho Proviacial Ritle Association,
Nova Scotia), Lieut- Col, Lamontagne, Que-
bee; Lieut. Colonel Bacon Moatreal ; Liout.
Colonel Worsley, Capt. Weatherly, Major
Mattico, B. M., Col. Chamberlin, Capt. J..J.
Mason, 13th Battalion, Licut. J. Adam, do,,
(both Wimbledon men,) Major White, and a
host of officers of tho Guards,many of the lut-
ter acting in the capacity of register keepers
at the different points. The bugle huving
gounded ' Commence Iiring,” tb. targets
were hoisted into their places. Col. Powell
delivered a shot at No, 1 target, ecoringa
bull'seye. A gun belonging to the Field
Battery, stationed on the hill, was fired, and
squads went to their posts and the match
commenced in earnest. Most of the competi-
tors from a distance had never scen tho
Brunel target before, and were loud in their
praises of both it and the style of marking.
the arrangements altogether this year are
much better than thoy have been in any pre

vious one. A line of telegraph was laid from
the butts to the fining point, so that in case
of any dispute arising es to the location of a
bit, the question can be seitled without the
delay occasioned by a visit o0 the target.
There was also a telograph oflice under tho
cbargo of Mr. George Mucdonald, for the de

spatch of messages to any part of the Dom- |
inion, thus those who wished to communi- |

cato theresults to theirfriends at a2 distance,
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could do 8o oasily: Tho corps represented
are tho Ottawa Battery of Garrison aArtil-
lery : Governor General's oot Guurds, and
tho Motropelitan Riflo  Assoclation: 10th
Royals and 2nd Queen's Owo, Toronto ; 13th
Battalion, Hamilton; 41st Brockvillo; 42ud,
Ramsay ; Hnstings Riflo Association: 18th
Battnlion, Nova Scolia ; 63rd Battalion. Hali.
fax, N. §&.; Sth Battalion, Quebec; Wnke-
ficld Infant1y ; Princo of Vyales Rifles, Mon.
tren]: Garrison Artillery, Montreal; 50th
and Guth Battalione, Eastern Townships 54th
» Battalion, Richmond,5th Cavaley,New Druns
wick.

in the AUl Comers’ Match thero wero 135
entries ngainst 115 last year, sn increaso
which shows tho incressing popularity of
nfle shootin  in the NDomunion. Whilo the
first slngo o the mntch was being shot, n
largo addition was made to the viritors,
among whom were noticed tha llon. the
Minister of Militia. Mr Allan Gilmour, Mr.
I. D. Harrington, Mr.J. M. Currier, M. P,
1 Mr. John Langton, Capt. Stewart, Ottawa
| Freld Battery ; Dr. Mulloch, G. G. F. G.; Dr.
| Bentley, Ottawa Freld Battery ; Capt. Grant,
« Majar Macdonald, Mr. E. C. Barber, Mujor
White, winner of the Llkington C‘up at Tor.
onto; Capt. Geeham, Uatifax Field Battery,
and several others whose names our report.
! or was unable to ascertain By tho way, here
it may bo as well to remark that the very
eflicient staff of markers was under the
charge ot Captain Weantherly, who acted as
range ofticer throughout the day, having sith
' bim Sergt Major Keating, Mr. Cawdron was
j the armourer, but lus services in the shape
- of repniring dumages to rifi.8 wero not re
,quired throughout the day. At noon the
* tirst stage of the All Comers’ was not con-
cluded. and the gun baving announced the
* hour, the bugle sounded cease firing and a
. general dispersing was made in search of
j edibles. A cipital luncheon, given by Lt.
1 Col. Gzowski. President of the Association,
which wus spread in a apacions marquee for
tho entertainment of a Iarge number of in-
vited guests. Therepast was got up by Me-
Kavanagh, of the Queen Restaurant, and it
is only sufficient to mention his name as be-
ing the caterer to vouch for the execellence
of the viznds. Col. Walker Powell presid -
ed, having on hiz right the Hon. Mr, V.,
and on a left Mre JJ, of. Currier, M. 2.
Most of the gentlemen beforo mentioned
were present. Afier a due amount of at-
tention had been paid to the comestibles
o). Walker Powell said as there were ses-
eral gentlemen present who were obliged to
leave 1n a short timo he would request ajl
present to Gl their glasses anl diink n tonst
which he felt sure ail would honour most
loyaliy. lie gave them ** ¥ Le health of the
Queen.””

I'he toast wis lhenauced by three most
yociferous ciwera.

The gallant Colonel thun prepased the
“Governor General,” alluding to the inter
est iz Excellency hatt alwnys tuken in
all that pertsined to the wshtic aystem oi
Canada.

Tins tost w.s nlso recervei with euthus
l:sm.

‘I'lhe next toast from the chuir w.s that of
“the Mmsster of Mihtix.,”” The chairman
said in proposing it. that he hal always
found the Hon. Mr. Vuil dunng the inter
cource he had had  &ith lum n the depart.
ment of which he wis the head, tc be ready
to do »ll in his posver Lo render assistanco to
the militia of the Dominion, e therefore
called upon them 10 drink his heslhih withall
the honuts they could.

Those around the tuble im. ediately
stated in song that the l:on. gentleman was

“n jolly good follow,” and cheered him

most enthusiastically. On silenco being re-
atorad.

* Tho Hoen, Mer. Vail, roso to respond. Ifo

enid when ho visitod the the rango that day

ho did not expest cither to mako a long

stay, or to be called upon to spoale, aud hiad

there not been so many present, whom ha

bad not had the pleasure of having met pre-

7iously, he should not havo made a specch
atall. Ho feltglad to see 50 many who had

come from tho remoto parta of the Domin-
ion, as it waa a proof that those who com:
posed the Volunteer Militia would not al-

low difticulties or smll nffairs to deter them

from doing thoir duty to their country, at
cost of their time and their means. He look:
ed upon such meetings as the one at pre
sent 10 progress s being a proof of their
patriotism. (cheers).  In speaking of the
competition for admittance to tho Wimble:
don team, theo hen. gentleman eaid ho was
glnd to secth st it hud beendecided 1tstould

take placo this year in Ottawa. [lo wus not
in the secrets of the Dominion Rifle Associa-
tion, and therefore he could not say whether
it was the intention to bold the competition
every year in Ottawa, but ho thouglht it
would be well to hold them over the same
runge, 80 that all should compete to the
same advantage, that is on the same ground
and 1he sume weather.  This was a matter,
o! course, for the association to decide. Theo
Canadian volunteers have now earned for
themselves a world wide reputation, und he
did not know whether it was wise to senid
the team to England each year. ‘T'he money
expended in that way might be appliad to
to the uses of the various provincial ngsocia

uons, and he hoped that the requirements
of the latter would be taken into considera

tion. He thought that the sending home of
the tenmnonce inthreo years was also a mat-

ter worthy of thought, as it would effect o
saving to tho funds of the Association, to
the benelit of those in the provinces, The
Wimbledon team had dono well, and tha
people in England knew what they cun do
and they could afford to forego their trip
for a year ortwo. ‘L'he hon, gentleman pro-
ceeded to say that during the nineorten
months hie bud been at the head of the Mil

tia Pepartment, he bad bad reason to be
proud of the Cunadian forces, 1ile had tak.
en occaeion to visit one ot the Inrgest camps
in the Dominion tins sumaer, that 2t Nia-
gara, and he wis most gratitied at what bo
saw there. The orderly and suldier-like con

duct of the whole was most creditablo to the
officers, tho men and the system adopted.
Fhe Dominion had reason to bo proud ot
such a force; he ulso visited the camp at

Halifsx, N. S, where he had the pleasure of
distributing the prizes to the successful
competitors in the matches, and pe had, in
jddressing them, pleasure in saying that
| they were quite equal to tho Voluntuers of
i()ntnrio. tie thought those in the Lower
, Lioviuces, in a measure, lacked the enthus:
1:sm which caarscterized those in the Upper,
The Nova Scotinns had the advautage of
harving lwperial troops quartered awong
theu, and of course that gave thém an op-
portunity of having a thoroughly well dis-
ciplinzod body ot wen to copy trom. There
were o class of persons who charactenized
the volunteers as playthings, but the very
sime peoplo were the mest glad to fall back
upun thew on the first sign of a cvil dis
turbance (uear, hear.) e looked upon the
forca a8 being a mostimportant one, bothas
a defensivo measurs and also »s one for the
prevention of commnotions in the Domiuion.
For himself be sould say that he should be
tnost happy, cither ag head of the Militia

oflice, or o the floor of Parliament, atall



