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diate salvation, dcveloped it. Tie principle cannot have been selflsh and
inort; it must have beon hiallowod, onorgetie, ndghty, under God, to givû
Chiristianity the altitude it rettchod, and tlîat, er a pre-eminence, a renown:
a halo, beautiful and imperishablo. In my " Primitive Chiristianit.y,"
printed "lat ye Rose and Urown, in, St. Paul's Chitrch Yard, 1673,»' the
historian speaks of the Clîristians as a 'lhappy fraternity ;" but 'lthey
acknowledged tlic very fleathen to bce brcthren, thougli othorwise littie
deserving tho naine of men." And one of tho earliest issions we read of
wab founded by Chrysostoin, patriarchi of Constantinople, who nmainiaincd
many labourers in Phoenicia, instructing the Ieatlien in the Christian
Faith, aided by voluntary liberality; an inspiring exanîple for posterity.

The principle-thie passion, is pre-omninent in the Niricteenthi Century.
It lias quiokened carnest mcen's avidity to learn more of tlic Gospel's afflu-
ence of truth, and kindliness, and influence. It lias consecrated the pro-
foundest intellects and the nost brilliant talents, and ibestowcd exuberance
on sanctified poetie inaginings. Its trophies are better thian rubies. [t
lias, by the surrenders and bravery it lias pronipted, given to the affec-
tionate naines of father, inother, son, daugAhter, exquisite boauty and ton-
derness, to, the praîse of iimi who died for ail. Since the "Second liefor-
ination " by Wlesley, as Rlobert Hall manfully styles it, thc prineiple 1
extol has bcen replenished, and taken its suprenie place in the Churchies;
and li as planted its sanctified nachinery, and buiît its unfading mnei-
rials of benefleence in both hemispheres, in the rcnîotest territories, in

desrtstorrid and frigid, on continents and islands, on mouxitain tops and
in valcys, amnong the idolatrous, the cannibal, the obseene, and the brutal-
It lias furnished sorue of the rarcst manly ininisterial, and wonianly dis-
plays of fldelity, and, as Dr. Chalrner's said, it, of "ha-trdihood," the worId-
ever witnessed. Would tliat there could be found an eligible standing-
place, and a ken keen enougli, for a survey of the Christian Missions of
thic earth!1 How vivid 'would the light of truc Churohoes appear-how
untramnelled thoir zeal, how sublime their aims, their labours, their isola-
tion, thoir privations, thecir confliets, their triumphis! Wliat we cannot sec
at a glance, wc sec in the enchanting Mfissionary periodicals, libraries, and
xnuseums of the day; and to sec those is to shout our praises to God, if
astonishmnent, will let us.

I rnust not-though it would bie a catholie act--enunerate the great
Societies and their Agents, which have, at au immense annual and incrcas-
ingr expense, given truth and hioliness, services and sacrainents, bibles,
sehools, and printing-presses, and peace, charity, and honour te many bar-
barous coutitries : they bear numnerous denominational designations ; but
Christian is the oue naine which distinguishes tlem, and the smaile of God
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