
A DAY IN ORVIETO.

A BOUT midway between Rome and Florence, in the valley of the Paiglia,a turbulent tributary of the Tier, there rises sheer up frotr the plain
an isolated conical hill of tufa Nwith steep sides and flat top nearly Soo feet
highi. On the very suiiiiiit of it, like an eagle's aërie, stands the old city of
Orvieto, the Uti','u;zof Procopius, the Urbs V1,elus of other wvritcrs, with
a present population of 8,ooo or so, and one of the most interesting towvns ini

Italy ouiside the grezit Capîtals. It is a natural strongbold and one of those
spots sure to be occupied in troublons timies as the site of a fortress. In
medioeval days it was one of the vantage points of the Gueifs in their inter-
minable confhicts with the Ghibcllines and for near]y three centuries %v'as the
favourite refuge of the popes Nvhen too sore pressed by the partisans of the
imperial faction. No fewver than thirty-four of themn resided bere at intervals
during tlir reign. To this fact is due most of its former importance and
much of its present interest. But it Nvas an Etruscan town long before the
Christian era, and riumerous reniains of their occupation.-tombs, pottery,
gems-have been found in the imnmediare neighbourhood.

In the good old days of its glory, the ascent to it must have been a

serious business for the road which %vinds up the face of the cliff is steep and
biard. But modern science has simplified matters by erecting an elevator
wvhich in a trice lifrs you up from. the raiway station in the valley to the very

gateway of the old citadel within the walls. You hardly land at the top

before you feci tbat it lias also lifted you backward some 6oo years or so into

the middle ages.
The /orlczzc or cas(le that once crowned the steepest brow of the cone

and gave shelter to the garrison is now removed, and its site turned into a

public park with a snmall open amphitbeatre. But the streets are still as
narrow and gloorny as ever, and every bouse looks as if it mighit have been
buit before Anierica was discovered. As a matter of fact many of the flnest

date frorn tbe tbirteentli century, two hundrPd years before Columibus. The
only modern tbing we sawv in the place was a nm!-rble slab let into the w-aIl of

an old palace, to comniemorate the fact that Garibaldi had addrcssed the
people froni ani adjoining window in favour of the unification of Italy. Nor
does onc sec any reason whly they sbould not stand as they are for ail timie to

come, s0 strong and solid are they. Almost everything is of stone,-the


