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,vubriquel of the fair danccr. As scion as it
was knowîi thai, a young and beautifiil opcra
dancer wvas to nmake lier dct ut, ail Paris %vas
w a tumult of féverisli cxpeetation. Wath us,
the flrst appcaraiîe of a ncwv actor or -actrc-s
of ci-librity, %vas ilien, anid is cveî now, a mat-
ter of urious and ovùr%% heiming Imporl.aucc.
A2 thousand rurnors wcrce ini circulationî rcsp)ccz-
.ag, the new corner, and ail of cours. tie mosL
contradic:ory an~d irrconcilahkl. The niust
correct accounit, howeVCVr. appILar(A to L, iliât
she was yourig and liandsomne, tîtat lier iarsic
was Mlaria Gonzaga, and iliat site was thc jUle-
4g »mate oflspring of a praty Ma'aola-a wo-

man of the Iowcr r.inks-and of a icentious
Spaaîsh grandee, wlîo, hiowevcr, land ncyer
trcatedl hur wa 'h inucl parental affi.ction.

The cvcnzful niglit fiscal for lie-r ippear,.n,.-
ai Icngth arrived. The curtain rose nnd dàs-
cavered thc beautiful Nina, riclily J.-,sscd i
the Spanislî costume, and glittering vvith prc-
ciousjewcls. 11cr figure was slighct-amasx
girlisli, but eharrningiy propîortioned, lier hands
and arms were n-odcls of ptrftection, ivlitaie licr
beautiful und elastie littlc feet and ankles werc
eaough t0 turn thebran of an anehorite. The
warmn rich tint of lier chiecks, butraycd lier
Spanishi origin, and lier faturcs thouglh cx-
riusitcly beautiful, worc a!. times an zir of %vild-
ness anti1 haut cur. But thc -caa elîarm of
ibis lovcly girl %vas lier cves. Dar], as niglit,
histrous as the diamond, tliey seemeti flutc ta
ciprcss ail the workings of alofty and passon -
ale soul.

licr reception was %varm; and flatîering, but
when she had performeti one of flic fase;nt ting,

ofl*krs. l'le advaiicts of thie ftrst wrere repel-
tud witth liaughty uxdifi, -nce, and of the latter,
with gay but bitter nio.kcr i. E ven the most
veteran hubitucs uf tliecuulis7cs confessed %vith
a s!trug of piuy, ilînt the îî1rîue of _Nina wvas
%%,Itltout bpjui ur rqiuraacli. But mattcrs werc
not to rcinain lton- in iihis situation. "TIlle
Itour was coame nnd thle inian." Thîe band-
soùnic, tii,. nblu C;oluà de Vainiont at Liais
p.-riud rt-turne from the artny, wvith just a
ssi: Xatiit wuound as ta tender him, intercsting
aud ta allo%ç miin ta 'wear li's arnm in a grace-
fui scarf. Young, rich, of lî.ghi birth, witty,
accomplishýd, but licartle-4.s andi prufigate, ho
iiad long assumcd a promînent rank as a man
of galiiatandileasure. Thtfav-oiritc coin-
j.an;on of lthe regenit, tlic idul of the ladics,,ý1ic
tLrrur of liusbands, the cnvy of lus vicicus
conîpan.ans, De Valîiott hati fought more
dJic!s at1d brulxrcn more& licai ts tîman any other
tmari in Par.s. To sec andi admire the young
dar.cr and to aîti.mJit licr conquezt %vus luth
haîn a nazural coiisquecc But why dticail
tht, ats of an aIccomplslîCdJ seducer 7 IL is
cnuugh ta say illîey -,crc succcssfül, andi Nna

bectu l.s ,srcs.These matters arecasily
arrangt;à ni t îc opera. B3ut tiu connection
%vas an unliappy andi stornîy one. Yiclding
up cvery tii-.aght and cnrier of lier passionale
nature ta the ricw nnd ovcrwlielimtng fetling
,wliieh cagros,i. lier whlel bm'ng, ts Young
crcatiurc coulti not long bc conton-. witli thc
amperfect anti seanty luc of such a hieurt as
De Valmoafs. llesidcs-, it must bc eoafcssed
ti.at she was dr-eadfuliy jealous. Ait the theat-
trc shc w: h an L.mlkc a lynx. A smille, or

but soinc,.<ýiat . oluptuous Janccs of lier naL-. c tie s..gtcst attcmnta or courtesy 10 anoUier
Spain, the enthusiasm of thc audienc,. k.w ioman, %vould drive Ujic lilooti front lier chck
no bounds, endtiher suecess wz.u omptl anti andi make licr Jark cycs flash lkc Lghtning.
triomphant Ilatters coulti fot long ennt:nuc abuls. h was

The first impressions of thc fa dn.ur th tc alhi story, tdevatei aîT&ction on one side, in-
on thc public %vcrc afteri-ardsfull' man dnJ .iicrcncc, cUhdncss, disgusîq on the other.-
aintishne bcaw'î Uicmrge. Invai lîccr.tics- Tlîc par-tti. P.at notecntnt ith.abandon-
a surly rnce-uound a thousand fatults vntl lier ing Uic % ,c:.m of luts senswal.ty, De Valmont
st3-ic, and protested ituai she Niol.itcd ail tia; stil fartae oiltrageti lier feelings by imme-
cî,tahlîsh-cd ruces of lier art; lier IJM.rCrs V~Cre diate:y COMInLr.141- a LaiSOZ Mith a prCtty
sitfa3i andi declared thnithUi lovl Span.n-rd fii4£ Jopcr-.. îîaîcd fasic This was an in-

ný.rrU chazrM bcvyenrl t'ý- rcn.eh of cr.î.- Jury nterc Io be r gwn andi aruseti aey
cesm. In ta liccnt.4ous age it was not ta bc daik ant! baleful passion in the breasi of Uic
sapposd thai a beatufo girl, la lier posiuon, young Spanarrd. Ier furinez love was chan-
couli es=cap the pursuit cf l.bcrz4ncýs. Bat to gcd te dcadly haie, anti %engeance bccame the
Uhe surpri;c of aila at %as soon discoverTi; thai ç,)le impulse of liar thoughL%--her dreai,-
the young acarcss was ci lilcidulc chastîîy. lier t-%..sîcnce Frein £hce momenti De Val-
ln =an iti a erowd of ic gay and glitscring mont tvas doomatl man!
court batierfier flotter a-roundi this fuir exot.e; ilniong Uhe crowdi cf levers wvio hati kuclt
in vain titi many an oit and wcaiahy clcbaoehee at the sbrinc of lier beauuW, wns one who hati
riake lier the mnost tempaing andi dazzling b=c. znesr iesvcn n lus pursunt, andi

.1


