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MY WIFE.

Thafollowing beatiful linog h
Dop Heber, were adressed

N

If thou wert by my side, my love,
How sweet would evening fall,

{n gresn Beupl&’l‘gnlmy grove,
List’ning the nightingale.

If thou, my love, wert by my side
My babiesat my knee.

How gladly would our pinnace glide,
O'er Gunga's troubled sea.

1 miss thee at the dawning gray,
When, on our deck reclined,
In careless ease my limbs I lay,
And woo the cooling wind.

1 miss thee when by Gunga's stream,
My ewilight steps I gurde,

Put most beneath the lamp's pale beam,
I misg thee from my side.

1 spread my books, my pencil try,
The lingering noon to cheer,

Bot miss thy kind, approving eye,
Thy meek, attentive ear,

Put when at morn and eve the star,
Beholds me on my knee,

I feel, though thou art distant far,
Thy prayers ascend for me.

Thaen on! then on! where duty leads,
My course be onward still,

On broad Hindostan'’s sultry meads,
Q’er black Almonh’s hills.

7 hat course, nor Delhi’s kiogly gates,
Nor mild Mulwah detain,

For sweet the bliss us bothawaits,
By yonder westem main,

Thy towers, Bombay, gleam bright,they say,
Across the dark blue sea,
But ne'er Werg hearts so hghl and gay,

As then shall beam in thee.

—
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ETNA—A THRILLING TALE.
Anmgpg the wondrous sights on tho f: f the
h, $be volcano of Etna will hold a j mi-
pece. “Renownod by past and preseat bistory,
subline by its clevation, its form, and tho awful
cevtry of unknown terrors which lic concealed
ithin j¢s bosom, the Sicilian voleano will always
be viewed with the deepest, the most solemn awe.
Jtwag with such foelings and with suchthoughts
thege, that T began to ascend {be volcano on
morping of the 5th of May, 1839. Ihad left
Ra o the day before, in order to visit thiswon.
Rkl gpot. 1 didnot wish to glanco carclessly
POt k—0; for Lo me there wdwayasometbmg,
e tnd oonetbmg almost divine, in conncetion
yith this great magg of upheaved lava, which led
s Lo lookearncelly at its rugged sides. T wished
p 88tend W view from iis summit the fairest regi-

*

m where firo, in all its terror forever

!tw'hhdo' sieps that Tascended the cone,
% o patitnt and bawdy ponics had been dismis-
Y had becu an javalid, and the fatizue of
g Wp the zlocp and rocky dedlivity might
el \gve dagpted inc.  Bat after many restings
d halEinge T was able 1o attaia the sumiit,
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titten by the late fhs-
i w:ife while :'w was
on W episcopal visitto his unmenu iocese iti the East
Todieg;—

28 0 the earth; to glance down into the unfath-|-

cwr f(\rgcu‘xe (.,]llnpac “Im‘h 1 first caught ol'nll

'the glories and all the horrors of uature mm;.]cd
to"uhcr in such fearful unicon?

Fur asay on one -ide are spread the fertilo plaing
the green meadows and the gentle valleys of Sici
‘ly There were streams glaucing and flashing in
the sun as they wandered to the sea with ten thous-
:nud labyrinthian turnings, lakes whose glassy sur
!1aco ghowed not a ruflle, not a ripple; there were
itcrraces upon the sides of 2 bundred hills, where
vineyards were planted, and where the trellised
vines passed along, all green, all blooming; there:
were groves of orange trees* amid the dark green
foliage of which the golden oranges peered forth
like ﬂ:xshcs of phosphorescent light in a midpight
oe8; s there were long avenues of cypresses, of aces-
 riag, of noble trees of many kinds, amid which king-
'Iy assemblage at times could be scen the noble sum-
mit of some stately palin, as it towered on high
!abovae all others.

And the sca—the wide, the boundless, the deep
blue Mediterranean—there isspread away, on the
other side, as far as the eye could reach, spreading
away as far a3 thoughts could run—glorious as

“The dmshmg,
Silver flaghing
Surges of San Salvador.”

But turn aside—and there, beneath, lics an abyss
like that of which Milton hassung in sublimest mor-
tal strains.

1 paused upou the briuk, and shuddering I gazed
down—down ! The thick and funcrea! volumes of|
tortuously-ascending emoke came ascending upward
asfrom a cauldron. It escaped from myriad cre-
vices in the rocky, precipitous sides; it pouted forth
from bebiod projections, aud united with the ~st
mass which came sublinely upward from the uo-
fathomable depths.

Here, upon the sandy, rocky edge, where salpbur
and crambled lava, and pumice-stone were all min-
gled together, to form a borid suil, here 1 sat and
looked down. From the scenc beyond, from thut
glimpse of carth which maide it scem like beaven;
from that vision ofall that was most overpowering;
to turn and gaze into a voleano's awful depth—
what a chauge!!

Involved in a thousand thoughts, I sat there
thinking myself alone, when asudden gratiog struck {g e
y car. I was startled exceedingly, and tarnod
around. ‘The place where | had boen sitting way
a penicsular projection of the <l which formed
part of thisinferual chasm.  Upon the narrow strip
of land which joined it to the other cliffs—uponthe
isthmus—I saw 2 mild looking middle aged gen-
tleman approach me.

le was dressed in plain hlack clothes, and in
lis hand be held a light stick.

“1 bey your pardon, Signor,” said be, i a polite
wanaer, and with great softness of tonc, “ 1 beg
yourpardon for intruding myscll.upou your com-
pany. Butit isvot often that T »-; any visitor so
far up.”

2 My dear sir, T heryou will make no excases,”
Treplied, * T wasjust wdmirine this scenc below.”
“Ah. y¢3, "tir 2 slorions sight.”

“Glorious !say. rather, a temible one.”
“Terrible, perhaps (o you; but do not be serpeis-
cdaf 1 say that to me it 13 lovely, absolutely Jove-

¥
And as m‘ pn'u v e of bewiteaing beauty
Jhes Taan

(
!
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“Ob, oh yes, Ilive hcn.'" hc mphcd vauvmb hu
stick around,“1 live here T

I thought that ho meant me to uuderstand that |
his homo was on the mountain where very many
villaz are cituated.

“ And 1 chould suppose,” I continued, « that you
are often on the summit.”

* Ob, yes, Jam here always.”

“Alnys T what asirange fascioation 1t has ror
one.”

ful” -and his voice grew low and hollow—a ter-

rible!fascination
1 was silent.

side, and turning bis cyes full towards me. -~ I
do not wish you to inform any gne.  Promiso me
that you will uot.”

T bad not noticed hix eyes before, bat I saw
now that within their depths there gleawmed a
strange, sinister light.

1 progised him ; and at the samo time 1 unea
sily drew back further from the edge.

“Well, then, Signor,” said he,” I am king here !
I rulo Mount Etna T

“Yes, 1am king here. 1o me you ace the being
who cauges the lava to pour forth, and overwhelm
{be regions below. I have lived bere for ceotur-
ics. The spirits of the deep obey me ; sce !*

He leaped up from the ground. Thero was &
fearful fire in his cyes, his nostrils were dilated
his pale faco becanic a3 whitc as marble, and us
bloodlegs, save that on cither choek there glowed
& deep red spot.

“See I" be shrickod wildly aad loudiy,“ tpirits

of the deep, arisc! Ia !—youder—see then !
They are coming—in the clonds—enrobed in thun-
der's garmeats—sec !
I leaped up from the ground. I gazed st him.
1o threw off his hat wildly, and i$ fell down in
thc abym Ho flung off his coat and threw it
away.

“Signor,” said 1, in hopes that s 1aild tooe might
make him calm, “Signor, the viods obey you, let
us go.”

“Go? Where? 13not this my home?
wy palace? Saw you not my rervauts?

vyu you not sit dowa sod tell e about your
howe2™ said 1 shuddering.
“No ; there are socrofd that can never be rpo
ke Can you undentand them? Who are you, a
mortal that you daxc 10 ask?”
1 walked slowly towanls the uarmow passage of
aund—tbe bridge. Bat be mw mc, aud stood
upon it. 1 ceald not go.
“Can thir bo all pleasantry?” thought 1. An
awful thorght pazed through me, which frozo my
beart’s dlood
Plensantry ! There hic stood, my wild ccmpan-
jon, his eyes blazing, fized pierciugly on wme, his
haads clinched, his mouth foaming, cvery sisew in
his body worked up, lie stood screaming, laugh-
is. O God ! was alonc with a maniac'!

“You are 1o go with me,” be eried.
“\Where!™
“There 1 have come 1o carry you to oy home.”
He pointed with & cold, saaky smile, dowa the
unfathomable abyms whence asccnded the terrible

Is not
You

“It hiag, it hag” said the geptleman, “Oly, a fear-

“I will tell you,” said he, sitting closely by wy.

=
upon by hp:g which wero afl binodle 2, wnd dis

,closed, a6 they parted his inuatss aod tzhtly shu
"his teoth

There is sy houspm—tbun , aud 1 Lave s omo o
tako you with me.  [fa* ah * ah* finw happy you
willbo! Come ¥

S 1 gazed, whilo my feart thpobhesd with
dow but terrible pulsativus

llc sdvanseed onw step towards e

1 Jooked all round I'be speil way hroken
which enchanted wmy gaze. 1tocked all round,
at the blue sky above, tho srorched conth wround,
at the Lormible chasn benenth,  ‘There was no
bope. Oh! could I but leap the apace wlich
separsted mo frum the man chff! Could That
do it——but I coult aut! ‘There was so hope!

“What! do you uot auswer!” he cried, sudden)
lashed into (ury by my silence, and :.umplug“‘
foot 1 frenzy upou the rock, * do you put anwoe?
Then I must carry you with me I

The maniac sprang towards me!

With all iny encrgies roused iuto frotic action,
with every sinew hraced, and ayers mukclo cos-
tracted, 1 planted my foot bagaerd sgainst &
small aogular rock which peeaciod above the
loose, sandy soil, and tried 4 nect the Bhocke—
With & wild scream, whicharoso in the ar, his
eyes all bloodshot, bis wodth foamiog, on bo came
He struck we—his arme turrounded ma jn a fesr
ful cmbrace, bis hot heath came burningly on my
choek. Istood firm; ot despair, and all the bittee.
pess of death bad given no place to fear sad tamidity
cut had bestomed on mo the cooloess ono in an
ordivary sitaatios. 1 threw my left arw benesth
bis, my mght L passcd over his ncck, and arosnd
upon Als back, thus steking to pross bim (o the
cark.

It was s moment of harror such as no wortal

tougua coukdever (el A strugglo with & manise!

To bo un 3 small surfaco of a rock, whilo thres

thousand fret beneath, lay the shym of antold hoe-

rors! At this hour, my heart beats more foeeibly,
even aa I think apon the {earful tine,

Thus wo s{ood bresal 1o breast face to faco—ihe
madman and I—be with bis arms encircling tee, X
socking to savo mysell. Hc preacd axc towaed

the chif. Hc plunged bis foct doep in growsd ;

he langhed mockingly, awv] screamed, as he tried to

destroy me.  Batl agalont that rock iny fect wers

firmly bracod ; and 1 beld blm Ughtly, and 1 pash.
od bim, and sought to hurl Lim from e  Tlarl

bim from me!~—ad well might o bungry tiger be

burled frons Lis prey.

Oh !the agopy of that strugzle. 1 know not

how ldog it war; but to mo it w-m!d like: many

hoars. ‘Tho wild eyex of the moviman glared at me

all the time, and 1 found it impomililn to lovk sway.

His fearful face, all white and ghastly, was upiam.
cd towanks inc, a3 be eboated in his fiendah, mock.

ing laughter.

« O, heaven ! Ob, Lotror ! Caxn thix endure for-
ever?” cried 1, in the agovy of fear.  The maniac’
howled with derisirenkoots £t that I was grow-
ing weaker, Buf bo war & madman, and would be
grow weaker alw ? A thousmnod thouzhis fled

tbrough me.

Saddenly tho manisc gave ono fearfal plunge. It
was with the steength of a gianl tiat he seizod we
He raised mefmm my feet. The rock, tic sanng

calume of inky and wufivcating aneke

rock—1 Ladlont 1, Y waspnr . Tthoowmy arme




