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MR POPS’S SCHEME FULFILLED.
The announcement made in the sum

mary of the Irish Land bill concerning 
Irish emigration to Canada has a wider 
significance, we understand, than is sug
gested in the despatches. Mr. Blake will 
have to revise one more of his utterances, 
and admit that Mr. Pope has made at 
least one stroke of genius in regard to im
migration, if the sending for delegates was 
not suitable to that designation.

Our readers will remember that in Oc
tober last Mr. Pope prepared a memoran
dum on the subject of immigration, sug
gesting to the British Government a 
scheme for assisting Irish emigrants 
to Canada. This memorandum was laid 
on the table of the House, and published 
during the session, but as no information 
as to the opinions of the English Cabinet 
was in a state to be given to the House, 
little was said on the subject. The an
nouncement in the Land bill explains the 
feticenoe of the Minister of Agriculture, 
whose memorandum we republish else
where, so as to refresh the memory gf the 
public as to its contents.

-There is reason to believe-that the 
British Government has. adopted the 
scheme of the Dominion Government sug
gested by Mr. Pope-, and that these parties 
will now be united in an effort 
to aid Canada by peopling her terri
tory, and to help England and Ireland 
by relieving them of a surplus or discon
tented population, who find the laws of 
life too heavy at homq, but who in this 
country may, and will, prove. most valu
able citizens. The details of the mea
sures have yet to be made known, but we 
have some reasons for believing that the 
British Government will be able to unite 
heartily in co-operation with the Dominion 
Government and the syndicate m forward
ing immigration to Canada. Not only do 
we believe this to beshe case, but it is no 
unlikely circumstance that the money for 
the purpose will be promptly provided, 
and a guarantee of energetic action given 
by the association of at least one prominent 
timadian in the work with the English 
commissioners.

Nothing in the recent history of the 
country could be considered more valuable 
than this signal recognition of Canada by 
the Government of the Empire. It re
vives many points which we can but short
ly discuss. Lord Bbaconsuhld’s speech 
advising immigration to Canada has been 
followed by Mr. Gladstone’s action giving 
aid to emigration to Canada. Those who 
so savagely criticised Lord Bbaoonmteld’s 
speech may find reasons for criticising Mr. 
Gladstone’s action. Those ' who declared 
that our National Policy would have the 
effect of alienating from us thé good will 
of the British Government' will find in Mr. 
Gladsiohb’s action a curious commentary 
on their declarations.

We venture to say that the public will 
at once see the prudence and forethought 
of our Government in endeavouring to 
place eo important a matter on so stable a 
footing, and if individual Ministers may 
be separated from their colleagues in such 
mattero, we may say that Mr. Pope’s 

already associated to his honour 
i many matters of public utility, will 

be associated to his honour with this 
latest and most valuable effort of the de
partment over which he presides. We 
can hardly over-estimate the value to 
Canada of a meat measure of the kind 
before us, and an intelligent public needs 
no more lengthy explanation of its merits.

THE NEW POLITICAL LOGIC 
Ora Opposition friends possess a logic, 

all their own. There has never been any
thing like it in the history of political dis
cussion in this country. During the past 
week or two, indeed since the close of the 
session, the leading organ of the party has 
pursued» course of defensive discussion 
for which it is impossible to coin an appro
priate epithet We cannot describe, bat 
can illustrate it Thus, we have pointed 
out that the Grit party, under the direct 
personal sanction of Mr. Blake, have been 
circulating Opposition literature containing 
several statements which Mr. Blake 
knows to be false ; and the organ replies that 
—Sir Charles Topper is not so sick al is 
pretended. . Again, we have pointed out 
that the whole Opposition case as regards 
the syndicate has broken down, piece by 
piece, and that nothing has occurred as 
they predicted ; and the chief organ 
asserts, by way of set-off, that— 
the Premier’s kidneys are out of order. 
Again, we call attention to the fact that 
the Government have proved Iheir btma 
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marvellous wit, that—Mr. J. C. Pope’s 
health is in a very precarious state. 
Again, we call public attention to the fact 

-that the prospects of immigration are 
good ; that special arrangements are being 
made for combined action ; and that on 
the whole a good year’s work in this 
direction is likely to be done ; and the 
Opposition with great promptitude reply 
that—a Liberal Government will be in 
power after the next general elections.

The very dullest reader cannot help 
seeing how exquisitely inconsequent these 
replies are, and how wide of the- mark 
the Opposition are shooting. The 
singular nature of the replies in each case 
is emphasized when it is considered that 
the facts as stated in them are not true. 
If they are true they are not relAwnt. As 
they are not true they are absurd. The 
Opposition party must be somewhat 
amazed to find its chief organ exhibiting a 
want of tact, discretion, and decency 
which must necessarily weaken its in
fluence aAong all respectable people, no 
matter how strong their partisanship may 
be.

MR BLASS S AMBITION.
The Montreal Gazette asks Mr. Blake 

to remember that the “ voice ” which he 
seeks to gain in the councils of the Empire 
would be a voice without power. And it 
might have added that that voice would be 
drowned in the clamours of hundreds of 
other voices from other quarters of the great 
Imperial Confederacy. If Imperial federa
tion should ever become anything more 
than the toy of an Opposition leader, and 
if ever even eo great a Canadian as Mr. 
Blake is said to be should secure a seat in 
the House of Commons, wjfh a consider
able and unite^ Canadian representation 
behind him, how much better off than she 
Is st present would Canada be 1 Already 
the Imperial House of Commons finds 
more work than it can da The 
harden of the Irish Home Rulers’ com
plaint is that the local interests of their 
country are lost-sightof among themultitude 
of imperial affairs which occupy the attention 
of statesmen. Similar complaints have 
been heard in Scotland. It is not likely 
that Canadian interests would fare anyffoet- 
ter under similar circumstances. The pro
portionately few Canadian representatives 
who might make their way into the Im
perial Parliament would find their time 
chiefly occupied in listening to discussions 
upon subjects in which their constituents 
could not be expected to take more than a 
secondary interest.

If Canada is given a voice in Imperial 
legislation the other colonies cannot re
main dumb. Honourable gentlemen from 
India and Australia might not prove capa
ble of writing such long speeches or long 
amendments as Mr. Blake, but their 
votes would count for as much, and be as 
eagerly sought after. The Opposition 
leader’s ambition to cross swords witl) the 
statesmen of the mother land is personally 
not an ignoble one, but Canadians have 
no desire to purchase that «honour for him 
at the price which it must cost them. 
The individual must not be aggrandized at 
the expense of the community.

MR POPE AT WASHINGTON.
We are glad to learn by private advices 

that Hon. Mr. Pope, the Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries, who has been on a 
visit to the United States, has greatly im
proved in health. He has lately been 
spending some time at Washington, and 
there ia some reason • to bîfiffî 'that his 
Visit to the American capital may have 
some valuable insult for the public as well 
as a beneficial effect on the Minister’s 
health. At the present time it is obvious 
that Hon. Mr. Pope presides over a de
partment in which very grave affairs will 
come up for discussion before long. Our 
relations with the United States concern
ing the fisheries are a constant source of 
official anxiety. No treaty which we have 
ever made, no regulations which we have 
ever adopted, have been quite successful 
in satisfying the American mind 
that justice has been done to their 
interests. They were dissatisfied with the 
interpretation of international law which 
in the last centuw prohibited them from 
using the British fisheries after they had 
revolted against British authority. They 
were dissatisfied with the treaty of 1783, 
by which their “ rights’’ as distinct from 
their “privileges” were fixed, separated, 
and defined. They were dissatisfied with 
the convention of 1818 which followed the 
war of 1812, and which still more em
phatically limited their privileges. Their 
dissatisfaction expressed itself in endless 
poaching and fishing without authority ; 
in landing, trading, transhipping, and 
dealing in illegitimate articles among the 
fishermen of the Atlantic coast of Canada. 
They were dissatisfied with the treaty of 
1864, which gave them too little, aa they 
said ; and they abrogated that treaty in 
1866-6. They were greatly dissatisfied at 
our fishery license system, and steadily 

led it They were grossly “ out- 
when We put police veecels on the 

grounds. They were dissatisfied 
with the Washington Treaty ; dissatisfied 
with the Halifax Award and the jlayment 
of the money ; dissatisfied with our «inter
pretation of the treaty. And finally, un
less their press, which is quite possible, 
unintelligently represents the policy of 
government, they may be so dissatisfied as 
to give the two years’ notice required to 
terminate the Washington Treaty. The 
notice will, of course, be given to Greaj 
Britain ; and in that case there would 
again be three parties to the negotiation 
and settlement.

Mr. Pope is accompanied by Mr. 
Whughek, who is the most valuable of 
the departmental officials in all that con
cerns this fishery business ; and as he has 
had charge in a great measure of this 
business from the beginning, his resump
tion of the duties appertaining to it will be 
a valuable factor in future negotiations. 
We can afford to look forward to the re
sumption of discussion with a good deal of 
satisfaction, for several excellent reasons. 
In the first place, we hâve educated 
the British authorities up to the 
point of actually comprehending the value 
of colonial fishing grounds, and accurately 
knowing the evidence by which, from the 
historical, legal, and commercial points of 
view, we have always sustained our claims 
That is a great point gained, and the gain
ing of it is due altogether to the Washing
ton Treaty, and to Sir John Macdonald s 
great confidence in the justice of the 
Canadian case. In the second place, we 
have taught the American statesmen, 
lawyers, and public press a valuable and 
lasting lesson in international law. These 
have learned that the Canadian case was 
not all moonshine ; that international law 
sustained it ; that American jurists en
dorsed it ; and that an International Board 
confirmed it Thjs lesson will not be lost 
in other negotiations. These will not in 
future" begin with the assumption that 
Canada has no case.

If Mr. Pope is enabled dozing his visit 
to obtain any idea of the mode of proceed- 

• My to be adopted by the United 
i the information av be of value.
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It is hardly likely that he will be able to 
effect any change in the opinions of the 
Americans on the subject of the fisheries. 
But he may be able to give them some no- 
tion of the views entertained in Canada on 
this question. Even the Opposition are 
now in union with us on itii affair, having 
been converted to our views by facts and 
results quite beyond thdir powers of resist
ance.

We do not imagine that Mr. Hind’s 
mischievous letters will occupy much ipaoe 
in the next discussion. earlier effu
sions hâve failed of effect in any direction. 
His latest letter is a mere tirade of hysteri
cal insinuation. The case of Canada 
stands on grounds too firm to be shattered 
or shaken by this scatterer of incompre
hensible charges against public officials and 
statesmen. American officials will be very, will be very 
careful 1/efore adopting siich charges as a 
basis for an investigation which, should it 
establish inaccuracy in our statistics, 
would leave the bona fide» of the award un
touched, and bhould it fail—as fail it must 
—will simply give s greater authority to 
such figures than we have ever been dis
posed to daim for them.

sir Charles tupper

We are pleased to learn from cable tele
grams received by the Premier that Sir 
Charles Tupper's health is improved, 
and that the rest from work has been 
beneficial to him. The trip to Halifax 
over the Intercolonial was, of course, 
fatiguing, and his state of health on em
barking was not, therefore, aa good as 
was hoped for. The ocean voyage was very 
severe, the weather being stormy most of 
the time. Therefore all the conditions of 
his trip were at first against him, but the 
rest- he has since enjoyed has proved 
beneficial, and his recovery will not, 

trust, be long delayed. There 
probably be but one opinionwill

among respectable persons concerning 
the bed taste, the want of generosity, and 
the insinuated untruths of the article 
which appeared in yesterday’s Globe con
cerning Sir Charles Tupper. There is 
of course not the slightest ground for the 
mean insinuation that there is something 
mysterious in the movements of the Min
ister. As a Minister of the Crown, 
chaiged with grave responsibilities, he 
overworked himself for nearly two years 
in his department, and this overworked 
period followed a similar period of over
work for Iris party in 1877 and 1878. Any 
one who seriously considers the labours 
of Sir Charles Tupper since 1876, in 
Opposition and in office, will find no 
difficulty in understanding how his health 
has been impaired.

It is untrue that he was working when 
he refused to see his supporters atOttawa. 
If he took the long voyige to Halifax it 
waa because he could not go by telegraph 
or in a balloon, and had to take the 
steamer at that port, and there ia not the 
slightest mystery at all in the ill-health 
which has followed an intense and too- 
prolonged devotion to the public business. 
That there ia any feeling among the 
Liberal-Conservatives that Sir Charles 
Tupper will not resume his portfolio we 
deny most emphatically. It is the hope 
and wish of the party, strongly expressed 
in caucus, that he may long be spared to 
conduct the business of his department, 
and to be, as he has always been, one of 
the most powerful and eloquent—one of the 
most industrious and patriotic—members 
of a Ministry which has conferred so much 
benefit upon the people and the industries 
of this county?" We1 tllUHTma need to 
appeal to theAsnseand honour 
among our pwjde for a repeàhtiçn of the 
disgraceful levity and mean insinuations of 
the Globe regarding Sir Charles Tupper.

MR PARNELL AND THE LAND 
BILL.

In this week’s issue are given the 
results of a lengthy interview with Mr. 
Parnell, and several brief accounts of his 
public utterances. No one expected that 
the member for Cork would express him
self satisfied with the Government mea
sure. It is something that his criticisms 
are mainly directed at the machinery by 
which it is to operate. The complaint that 
the courts are not such aa the tenants will 
have confidence in might have been antici
pated. No court would satisfy the extreme 
portion of them which was not constituted 
by the Land League, with verdicts given 
by a jury of Boycottera. So far as the ex
pense is concerned, Mr. Parnell is evi
dently trying-to mislead the public. The 
Civil Bill Courts are not only summary in 
their methods, but exceptionally cheap, 
and justice as administered in them is 
brought almost to every man’s door. The 
hon. member complained also that the bill 
made no provision regarding arrears, and 
it seemed to him a great injustice that any 
tenant should be evicted for non-payment 
of rent In other words, not satisfied with 
the proposed safeguards against arbitrary 
eviction-—the chief cause of complaint— 
Mr. Parnell desires the Imperial Parlia
ment to eqact that a tenant shall not be 
turned out even for a fundamental breach 
of contract If a landlord cannot enforce 
payment of rent, what remains to him of 
his proprietary rights 1 The State might 
as well confiscate at once.

The bill certainly goes far enough, al
ready in the way of expropriation ; to com
ply with Mr. Paknxll’s demand would in
deed be “ the abolition of landlordism” 
with a vengeance. Singularly enough, 
whilst one Home Ruler denounces the 
fifteen years’ term as too short, the mem
ber for- Cork thinks it much too long. 
What he apparently desires is that land
lords shall not have liberty to appeal to 
the court for an increase of rent during a 
generation ; but that the tenant shall have 
liberty to ask for a reduction annually. 
Thus, of the three FV, one—“fair 
rents"—is to be construed entirely in 
favour of one party to the bargain. What 
the Irish tenants need is the decision, by 
an impartial authority, of what is "fair 
“ ijnt," with the assurance that it will re
main fixed as securely as though he pos
sessed a lease for a term of years. Under 
any rational schema of that sort, he would 
be encouraged to make improvements, and 
with the assurance that he would receive 
compensation for them, his tenancy would 
be secure. That is surely all that any 
reasonable man am ask.

Mr. Parnell talks of the “ abolition of 
“ landlordism. ” How does he propose to 
bring it about ? He certainly has not yet 
gdne the length of suggesting downright 
expropriation. Yet, if the tenants cannot 
pay the arrears of rent, how are they going 
to buy out their holdings 1 No doubt the 
member for Cork, amongst the other mea
sures of justice to Ireland, expects the peo
ple of Great Britain to buy out the land
lords, at .a cost of a hundred and fifty or 
two hundred millions sterling, and present 
the land to the present Judders in fee sim
ple. If he urges that it would only be an 
advance on the security of the land, where 
would the difference be) If the tenants 
cannot now pay their rent, how could 
they pay the State landlord by in
stalments for the right of owner

ship! There would in fact be only
one landlord—the State—instead of a mul
titude of owners. Of course Mr. Parnell 
is opposed to emigration ; there never vet 
was an agitator who did not oppose it. He 
knows well enough that there are more 
people in Ireland desiring land than there 
is land to give them, and that emigration 
would tend to restore the balance of sup
ply and demand ; that peace and content
ment would be the result ; and therefore, 
in the spirit of a true demagogue, he op
poses a scheme which would benefit both 
those who left and those who remained 
behind.

IMMIGRATION.
We understand that arrangements are 

now being made between the Government 
and the syndicate for the purpose of 
placing the business of immigration op a 
common uniform basis, so as to ensure 
harmonious co-operation in this important 
matter of public policy. Speedy conclu
sion» will no doubt.be arrived st, and al
though the season is advanced, we may 
look for a very fair result of the enterprise 
of the Government and the company. 
About the fifteenth of this month a con
siderable party of Norwegians will leave 
Norway for this country, with capital 
enough to ensure the foundation of a pros
perous colony in-the North-West. Another 
large party will leave Liverpool next week 
under the charge of an English clergyman, 
as the result of an organization for emigra
tion purposes, under the patronage of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. The syndi
cate have also, Ve understand, been mak
ing their arrangements to attract an im
mediate flow of immigration by so 
placing their lands on the market 
as to enequrage the purchase of them 
by the best disses of borur fide agricul
turists. These are of course but the in
itial evidences of a considerable influx of 
people that may be expected this year.

From information received from Eng
land and Ireland it appears that the course 
of the Opposition during the session jeo
pardized and will probably detract from 
the full tide of immigration. The heated 
and baseless denunciation of the syndicate 
in regard to the heavy tolls on freight that 
would be imposed, the price that would be

effect The Irish press has, without due 
consideration, in many cases, we believe, 
adopted the Opposition creed in regard to 
these matters, and the articles have, of 
course, had a sinister effect on the pros
pects of immigration. But the explana
tions that have been made, the exposure 
of the falsehoods scattered, and the 
favourable terms on which the land 
of the syndicate is to be placed on the 
market, will to some extent counter
balance the foolish stones repeated by the 
British press concerning the conditions of 
settlement in Canada. But it is hard work 
to kill a prejudice once excited among the 
emigrant classes ; and the mischievous and 
malignant comparison of the syndicate to 
the Irish landlords, and of the terms they 
would exact to the terms exacted by these 
persons, has influenced to a considerable 
extent the impressionable people for whom 
they were intended. What the Opposition 
meant by such declarations and compari
sons it is of course impossible to say. It 
may all have been the result of reckless 
rhetoric seeking for effective points ; or it 
may have been the result of a settled de
termination to obstruct the flow of immi
gration to ihifc eountiy. We can only hope 
that the efforts of the Government and the 
syndicate will be able to counteract the 
mischief that has been done, and that in 
spite of the Opposition we shall witness a 
healthy influx of people during the coming

TEMPERANCE AND RELIGION.
The course pursued by a great many 

ecclesiastical bodies in Canada has long 
been a standing puzzle to men of moderate 
views. The clerical members are known 
by the name of ministers of the Gospel, 
and yet it is a growing custom with too 
many of them to enforce by ecclesiastical 
pressure, so far as it is possible, a doctrine 
unknown to the Gospel They desire, 
whenever practicable, to add one more 
religious test to the heap already imposed 
upon the shoulders of professing Christians. 
If you ask for their authority, there is none 
to give, except the sic volo tie jubeo of 
ecdesiSsticiam. Year after year resolutions 
are passed laying down a strict law for 
everyone touching a matter left entirely 
open by the founders of the faith, and by 
the universal practice of Christendom. 
“ Be temperate in all things ” is an injunc
tion which commends itself at once to the 
conscience of every man not entirely given 
over to the slavery of a vicious appetite ; 
and that is all that religion does enjoin. 
When ministers of any Church go farther 
than that they are guilty of adding, out of 
their own uninspired consciousness, what 
is not commanded by the Master. In 
other words, they are doing precisely what 
Protestants like themselves have always 
been charging upon the Roman Catholic 
Church, the sin of, being “ wise above what 
“ is written.”

Now without desiring to write anything 
iflensive to s most excellent and well- 
meaning body of people, it does seem to 
us as if much of this total abstinence leg
islation in Church courts is, to a large ex
tent, hollow and conventional. Such re
solutions as were submitted to the Toronto 
Presbytery for example, on Monday after* 
noon, have been passed in synods, confer
ences, and other ecclesiastical bodies with 
the tacit assent of members who them
selves did not practise total abstinence. 
Why, it may be asked, do these members 
remain silent 1 The answer is two-fold. 
In the first place, aeeome think it is the 
right thing to do, tnly are unwilling to lay 
themselves open to the stigma of winking 
at intemperance. It is an ecclesiastical 
fashion nowadays to" add a mw command
ment to the decalogue, a new prohibition 
not to be found ill either scripture, creed, 
or confession, and however Jitile good it 
may do, the actual and practical repndi- 
ators of total Abstinence feel satisfied 
that it will dejno harm. And in the 
second place the ministers of-the Churches 
have been overawed by outside agitators— 
bullied, in fact—into taking up ground ut
terly untenable from a purely religious 
point of view, and the recalcitrants, or 
those who would be such if they possessed 
the courage of their convictions, are thus 
cowed into silence. The result is an 
alarming amount of hypocrisy in the 
matter.

The Toronto Presbytery certainly did 
itself infinite credit by the effective resist-

this sort of
a credit by the effe 
by a majority to 
basis of faith a

anoe made 
adventitious basis of faith and practice. 
That they did not go further on this occa
sion is not to be wondered at. We are 
exceedingly thankful to them for what 

\e Rev. Mr. Maodonnell is 
i—l abstainer ^ individual 
I conviction ha • ib.

... 1 to Christian liberty than
to teetotatism. His fiat amendment at

onoe asserted the right of every man to 
use the things of the world without 
abusing, yet, at the same time, expressing 
a preference for total abstinence. His 
amendment, however, was defeated. Then 
followed the prohibition resolutions. The 
high-flvers, not satisfied with admonition 
from the pulpit, desire to enforce their 
crotchets by law ; even the Sqott 
Act did not satisfy them, although they 
accepted it as an instalment towards 
a complete measure of prohibition yet to 
come. .

The first blow having been struck 
by the liberal-minded pastor of 8t. 
Andrew’s, he soon found assistance. The 
Rev. Mr. King did himsslf credit by ob
jecting to the Presbytery taking any part 
in the agitation except in their individual 
capacity as members of the community. 
The supporters of prohibitory legisla
tion know well what they are about when 
they call in the aid of the Churches. Many 
men who themselves drink, as we can 
testify, voted for the Donkin by-law in 
Toronto, whilst avowedly disapproving of 
it, simply because they reared to lose caste 
in the Church. They were, in fact, “ bull- 
“ dozed," and cast a vote directly 
against their personal convictions. The 
Rev. Messrs. Milligan, Hogg, and 
McLeod were equally outspoken in the 
matter, as honest clergymen ought always 
to be.

We observe that the Rev. Mr. Smith 
parried the clear objection that temper
ance and total abstinence were essentially 
different things. He defined the former 
as the moderate use of what ia useful, and 
abstinence from all that is hurtful It 
might be. well if some one would present 
the rev. gentleman with an etymological 
dictionary. In no case can temperance 
mean abstinence, as he ought to know. 
Besides, who made him a judge of what is 
useful and what is hurtful to his brother- 
men 1 Does he assert that what may be 
hurtful to one. in ten may not be helpful to 
the other nine 1 Who is to be the judge 
but the individual man himself 1 We cer
tainly have no desire to make light of the 
essentially good work done in the reforma
tion of inebriates by the abstinence move
ment ; we are sure that to many it has be
come a duty to abstain for example’s sake ; 
but to lay down a cast-iron rule for all, and 
then to endeavour to enforce it by law, is 
sheer fanaticism.

SPECULATIVE SETTLEMENTS 
Since the conclusion of arrangements 

between the Government and the syndi
cate, naturally enough various forms of 
speculation in regqgd to settlement have 
arisen. And since the power was entrusted 
to the Government of disposing of larger 
tracts of land than heretofore for grazing 
purposes as well as settlement, applica
tions and propositions have been made to 
the Government in considerable numbers. 
Now the whole policy of the Government, 
as we understand it, is easily stated. It 
is in the first place to encourage actual 
settlement of the lands, either by* indivi
dual settlers or communities ; and in the 
second place to utilize the waste lands of 
the west not yet available for settlement 
for grazing purposes, to encourage the 
formation of cattle ranches and the de
velopment of cattle raising as a great part 
of the national industries. No one has 
made any serious objections to a policy 
so reasonable, and likely to be so success
ful if carried otM with caution. But 
this caution must be exercised, and 
we have every confidence that it will be 
exercised. (

With"'every disposition to encourage 
the investment of foreign or home 
capital in the North-West, we should 
yet prefer a very conservative policy in 
regard to large land grants on even the 
most unobjectionable terms. To judicious 
experiments in this direction we give our 
most cordial assent. Such men as Sena
tor Cochrane and Mr. Wiser, M.P., are 
safe to trust, and may be considered as 
having too great a stake in the country to 
utilize their privilege and possessions for 
other than purely business purposes, the 
success of which will inure to the develop
ment of the country. For railway pur
poses also, when these are of a bona fide 
character, large sales of land may be made 
with a fair degree of propriety. But, 
from what appears in the news despatches 
here and there concerning various schemes 
for the purposes of settlement, we should 
judge that a cautious tentative policy in 
this respect was the best policy to pur
sue. The trying out of present 
undertakings to an ascertained end seems 
to be a necessary condition to further en
gagements of like character. We have 
very great confidence in tfcp future of the 
North-West, and no fear at all of failure 
in its gradual successful settlement by the 
right class of people. The Government 
may be, and doubtless is, anxious to obtain, 
at as early a date as possible, the largest 
measure of financial returns from its 
North-Western property. The "public 
quite sympathise in that anxiety. But 
the Government is also, we assume, anxious 
to guard against all reckless or doubtful 
experiments by speculative and rash 
people ; and the people will support the 
Government in a cautious policy, even if 
by such a policy the day of satisfactory 
financial results is postponed for a little 
time.

EDITORIAL NOTES

The Berlin News rejoices because the 
Novelty Works of that town have more orders 
for baby-carriages than they can fill This 
argues well for the result of the census.

It was unkind to chuckle over the illness of 
» number of political opponents, but it was 
an insult to Mr. Blake to insinuate, as the 
Globe did insinuate, that he oould not do 
much as a political leader unless half of his 
opponents were confined to their beds and the 
other half were nobodies.'

The Moncton, N.B., Times says that sixty 
men returned from the Eastern States to 
Truro the other day, two of them penniless. 
Our contemporary thinks a grave responsi
bility rests upon those writers and speakers 
who, for the sake of political effect, make 
statements which result in such experiences 
as this. ____________

While the volume of emigration into the 
United States is this spring unusually large, 
the exodus has also reached great proportions. 
The steamboat companies report more busi
ness than they can conveniently handle, and 
passages are m many instances engaged in 
advance. But the press of the country does 
not seem to see any politics in these facts.

Free trade advocates often make queer com
plaints against protective tariffs. The Phila
delphia American tells a good story of a news
paper published in New York a few years ago, 
which brought the charge against the Repu fa

ct making the poor man’s loaf ot 
duty on 

are

lican party of making the poor man’s loa 
bread smaller by placing a protective dut; 
grindstones. It forgot that grindstones' 
not need for grinding wheat

According to the Acton IVte Press, the Rev1. 
W. 8. Ball, of Guelph, stated, at a meeting 
held in Acton last Tuesday evening, that 
there are few, if any, moderate drinkers in 
the Royal Citjr. “The reverend gentleman 
stated tint he knew hfcrdly amener woman

in Guelph who drink liquor at all who are 
not drunkards. ” H this statement is a correct 
ope Guelph must afford a field ripe for the 
sickle of the temperance reformer. But is it 
accurate ?______ _____

It is reported that Sir Richard Cartwright 
baa takep twenty-five shares in the Napanee 
glass factory, thereby .practically endorsing 
tiie trade policy of his successor in office. It 
is a clear case of poetical justice. ;

The Galt Reformer ia the first Opposition 
organ to speak approvingly of Mr. Blake’s 
revived notion of imperial federation. But 
aa Mr. Blake has not attempted to show how 
this airy conception of his can be realized, 
even the Reformer does not feel able to dis
cuss it in detail, and contents itself with 
speaking of the project as “ a grand dream.” 
This will never do. Imperial federation may 
be a dream. It certainly looks like a night
mare. But such a description of the Opposi
tion leader’s hobby, coming from one of his 
organs, does not sound respectful

The WellaRd Telegraph tells of a curious 
mistake made at the funeral of a m*n named 
Henry Clark, who was recently killed at 
fltonebridge on the canal works. One of his 
comrades stated that Clark was a Catholic. 
The funeral took place jmder the management 
of the Roman Catholic Church authorities, 
and the remains were interred in their ceme
tery. It is now said that the deceased was 
not a Catholic, but a Protestant and an 
Orangeman, who has relations living in To
ronto. The blunder matters little to the poor 
fellow, but it Hz created quite a flurry among 
those who took part in the obsequies.

Some of our United States contemporaries 
are of the opinion that the celebrated Captain 
Boycott may spend the rest of his existence 
beneath the folds of the stars and stripes. It 
is stated that he recently went to Amelia 
county, Va., on a visit to Mr.W. M. Blacker, 
g former Irish magistrate. Quite an Irish 
colony has been founded in that section of 
the State, and it is thought that the chief 
martyr of the land war may be induced to 
settle there. He may thus avoid Land 
Leaguers, but may find himself among bull
dozers, minus the protection of police and 
Coercion Acts. He had better settle in Canada, 
where such annoyances are unknown.

The St. John, N. B., Telegraph explains 
one of the anomalies of the political situation. 
It alleges that those opponents of the Govern
ment who inveigh against the N. P., bat 
nevertheless embark in new manufacturing 
industries, do so out of pure charity, “ in the 
interest of the masses of the people, against 
the interests of their own pockets. ” Such a 
display of generosity is ill the more remark
able, because when the friends of these bene
factors were in power, and when hundreds of 
workingmen clamoured in vain for leave to 
toil, these generous gentlemen carefully ab-

them any such absurd argument,

Slavery in the United States is, after all, 
not altogether a thing of the past In Han
cock county, West Virginia, the paupers are 
sold at auction by the county authorities to 
the persons who will receive the smallest 
sum for the expense of maintaining them. 
Thus, if poverty overtakes a family, the 
county officials hand its members over to the 
tender mercies of the slave owner, who, in
stead of paying for their servies, receives so 
much from the county, wijhehe privilege of 
working the paupers to deatt. Poverty in 
that part of the land of the free reduces a 
man to a position several degrees below that 
of the pauper elsewhere, and deprives him 
of the liberty to raise himself into a position 
in which he can support himself once more.

Oar postal system on the whole is exceed
ingly creditable to the country. We have a 
large-tract -of- land with a very widely scat
tered population, yet a hjtch in the mails 
very rarely occurs. Besides the punctuality 
and regularity of the service, we have in some 
respects better, that is cheaper, rates than our 
neighbours. Onereiult of this is pointed out 
by the Chicago Telegraph, which asserts that 
circulars and periodicals are actually sent 
into Canada by express and posted here at our 
rates to different parts of the States. This 
practice, the Telegraph thinks, should be 
broken up. The way to do that, as our con
temporary says, is to make the rates on each 
side of the line uniform, bat they should 
always be as low as the expenses of the ser
vice will possibly permit.

The death of John E." Layton, of Spring- 
field, Ohio, recalls an incident of those stir
ring days when Canada was the refuge to 
which fugitive slaves directed their steps. A 
runaway slave making for this land of the free 
was overtaken in Ohio, and carried back on 
the return .road to chains and stripes, but 
Layton, then a sheriff, followed after, armed 
with a writ, and attempted a rescue. A live
ly fight followed, and the sheriff’s party was 
defeated. He himself was wounded. Mean
while the Ohio people were growing all the 
more indignant, and finally a large body of 
them took away the fugitive and ran him 
safely into Canada, so that the whole move
ment to return the slave was a failure, and 
served only to create anti-slavery sentiment.

Great surprise has been caused in Belleville 
by the removal of Mr. Taylor from the 
shrievalty of the county of Hastings, and the 
appointment of Dr. Hope, who says that he 
was not an applicant for the position, but 
that it was tendered him by the Ontario 
Government. The Intelligencer says that' Dr. 
Hope is well qualified for the discharge of its 
duties, and has deserved well of his party, to 
which he has rendered valuable services for 
a-long series of years. His appointment will, 
however, be a grievous blow to sundry mem
bers of the party who have themselves looked 
forward to securing the office. There seems 
to be some mystery surrounding the dis
missal of the late incumbent, and our contem
porary calls for light on the whole transac
tion, of which the last has probably not been 
heard.______ ______

•People who eat fish under the impression 
that they are feeding their brains are, ac
cording to Prof. Atwater, throwing away 
good appetites ; for, says the professor, late 
investigations prove that the flesh of fish is 
no richer in phosphorus, and therefore no 
more valuable as brain food,'than the flesh of 
other animals. This observation would seri
ously impair the popularity of the finny 
tribe were it not followed by the statement 
that fish have as a rule higher nutritive quali
ties than medium beef. Rating the nutritive 
qualities of ordinary beef at 100, the professor 
rates smoked herring at 163, salt mackerel 
at 111, salmon at 108, canned salmon at 107, 
whitefish at 106, salt cod and halibut at 100. 
The fish has evidently been both over and 
under-estimated.

would never have been that 1 
ing which now prevails.
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Mr. Gladstone's troubles in the Transvaal 
are evidently not over yet, and few people 
will be surprised to see a renewal of the war. 
Both the Boers and a large portion of the 
British publie are dissatisfied with the terms 
of peace. The Boers think that as victors 
they did not get all they were entitled to, 
and the British patriot objects to what he 
considers the abject humiliation of his coun
try. Under such circumstances the situation 
must of itself be critical, but when to the 
existing feelings is added the fact that the 
Boers are looting the lands of loyalists and 
confiscating the property of refugees, it will 
at onoe be seen that a very small spark is 
liable at any time to rekindle the blaze. If 
the war should he revived, Mr. Gladstone 
will not have his predecessor to blame, but 
his own welk vacillating policy will be at 
fault. Had he conceded a few months ago 
as mueh as he has now been compelled to do, 
partly by the bravery and successes of the 
Boers and partly by 
might have been semé

Mr. Carbut, a new member of the Imperial 
Parliament, has introduced a bill providing 
for the closing of public houses, as in Canada, 
during the hours of polling. It has been tin 
practice, it seems, to hire public houses at so 
much each to supply the electors with liquor 
en polling day. For instance, at Sandwich 
71 public houses were engaged at a cost of £6 
to £10 each. In Chester the great weapon of 
parliamentary warfare is beer, and the party 
that engages the most public houses ggts the 
largest number of votre. Mr. Warton, who ■ 
opposed the bill in' the House of Commons, 
was of opinion that tile electors should not be 
deprived of their beer, but that care should 
be taken that a good article was supplied by 
both parties. It would be a great day for 
Chester if it was decided that the first duty 
of every candidate for parliamentary honours 
should be the distribution of Bass’ and Al- 
sopp’s best. The bill stands for the present, 
as the Government mtends to bring in a 
measure more effectively to prevent electoral 
corruption, and particularly those classes of 
bribery which came to light during the late 
trials before the election commissions.

Some interesting and eloquent figures are 
given in a commercial agency report. By 
a strange contradiction, no better evidence of 
the prosperity of a country can he furnished 
than that afforded by the bankruptcy statis
tics. It may be argued that few failures do 
not of necessity prove that business is rush
ing. To a certain extent that is true, but it 
does show that trade is transacted on a stable 
and satisfactory basis, which of itself means 
a measure of prosperity. A year or two ago, 
during the reign of one Mackenzie, a leading 
manufacturer of our own city called ua “a 
nation of bankrupts. ” At that time the term 
was justified, but to-day he could not so 
speak truthfully, in proof of which we have 
only to quote the failures in Canada for the 
first quarter in each of the last three years

No. of Failures. IAabüüUs. Assets.
1879.. .. «U 18,393.264 14.683.2941880.. .. 263 4.454A88 2 205 0491381.. .. 174 2,754^50 lgrÏJM

In this relation, in order to show that our 
prosperity is not altogether reflected from the 
United States, as many Reformers profess to 
believe it is, we will quote the failures in that 
country for the same periods, by which it 
will be seen that while oar bankruptcies show 
a very large decrease in comparison with 
1880, the failures icross the border show a 
very large increase over that year :—
Tear. No. of Failures. Liabilities. Assets.
1879.. .. 2,350 138,874,172 118,467,5951880.. .. 1,394 13,63(1726 1.357 910
1881.. .. 1,986 24.167,7» UjUiX
Are we not right in calling these figures 
eloquent ?

The Pacific Railway Company have made 
preliminary arrangements for the active prose
cution of their emigration policy, and have 
issued the following circular, which has been 
widely circulated in England :—

“ The Canadian Pacific Railway Company, 
subsidised by the Dominion Government for 
the purpose of completing a continuous line 
of railway through British territory from the 
present Canadian system of railways to the 
Pacific Ocean, have a grant of twenty-five 
million acres of the best farming lands, situ
ated between the Red River of the North 
and the Rocky Mountains, in what ia known 
aa the Fertile Belt of North America, and 
contiguous to the main line of the projected 
railway and its branches. The company pur
poses to complete and have in operation 260 
miles of the railway west ot Winnipeg by the 
close of the present year, and to carry it to 
the foot of the Rocky Mountains, 650 miles 
further, by the end of 1884. The work of 
construction will, during the next ten years, 
afford employment to a huge force of men 
and boys. To encourage the rapid Settle
ment of the country, the Canadian Pacific 
Railway Company will be prepared, until 
further notice, to sell its lands at the low 
price of $2.50, or ten shillings sterling, an 
acre, payable by instalments, and will 
further make an allowance by way of rebate 
from this price of $1.25, or five shillings ster
ling, for every acre of said lands brought 
under cultivation within three to five years 
following the date of purchase, according to 
the nature and extent of the other improve
ments made thereon. Contracts at special 
rates will be made for lands required for cat
tle raising and other purposes not involving 
immediate cultivation. Intending settlers 
and their effects, on reaching the company’s 
railway, will be forwarded thereon to their 
place of destination on very liberal terms.”

A week or two ago, in an article on the la
bour market, The Mail gave some particu
lars as to the rate at which the workmen of 
the city were paid. That article has been 
largely quoted by the Reform press for the 
purpose of making capital against the Na
tional Policy, it being alleged that the wages 
were lower than they should be. In a gen
eral way reference has been made to the rates 
of payment for labour in the United States, 
in order to show how much better off, rela
tively, the workingman is there than here. 
The experience of Canadians at Coney Island 
last year undeceived a great many. Up to 
that time it was thought the Republic was 
an elysium for the labourer and the mechanic 
compared to Canada. We now know that it 
is not. But still it is alleged wages are higher 
across the border. Considering the greater 
cost of living they need to "be, hut, as a 
matter of fact, in many places they are not. 
We will take Washington, for instance, an 
expensive city, all will allow, to live in, and 
a city nearly twice the size of Toronto. 
Surely wages should be higher there than 
here, but the following table made up from 
oar own columns and the Washington Star 
speaks for itself. It should be mentioned 
that the outside figure is paid in very few in
stances, but in that respect what applies to 
Toronto also applies to Washington :—
^ fis ^rgfâsîSliton.

Carpenters........... $1.25 to $1.75
Bricklayers.......... 2.25 to $2.50
Plasterers......... 1.75 m
Plumbers............ : 1.50 to $2.25 #
Painters..............  1.50 to $2.00
Machinists........... 1.75 to $2.25
Stonecutters........  3.00 $150 to !
Tailors, per week. .$10 to $12 #10 to 1
Unfortunately for our purposes, the Star does 
not quote the prices paid in any other trades 
than the above. It is true that bricklayers, 
stonecutters, and plasterers have with us a 
longer close season than they have as far 
south as Washington, but even in the latter 
city the Star says the weather seriously in
terferes with the work of the bricklayers, and 
it must be home in mind that where it is 
generally so much hotter, the cold is always 
more severely felt. In this city building is now 
carried on to some extent during the winter, 
and the enforced season of idleness ia con
siderably less than it used to be. On the 
whole, we think after reading the figures here 
given our workmen will see that they have 
greater reason to be contait tb*„ they 
imagined.

OBITUART.

$1.50
to 1

2.50 to !
1.50 to I 
1.50 to l

Hie Honour Archibald MacDonald died 
on Tuesday evening at the residence of his 
•on, Major MacDonald, at Guelph. In 
September, 1878, he had an attack of 
paralysis, and on Saturday last he had 
another attack. He was judge of the 
county of Wellington over twenty-six years.

The Registrar for the" county of Dnndas, 
Mr. John Plyny Chrysler, is dead. Mr. 
Chrysler was one of the oldest and most re
specte» inhabitants of Dnndas, and was in hia 
eighty-first year. He represented that county 
for a number of yean in the old Parliament 
of Canada, and was appointed to hie late posi
tion over thirteen years ago,

Mr. W. Clow, license commissioner and an 
old and respected resident of the counties of 
Leeds and Grenville, died on Monday at hia 
residence, Colee Ferry, a abort distance from 
Brock ville.

K Ram tot the part ' " ~
Vespected citizen, ,
-- o’clock.

T THE PE0P]
THEPRICE OF LIVE l 

To the Editor of The JL- 
6m,—Having read a letter in] 

. of 26th March from S*
Edinburgh, that has a tendency l 
prices of cattle in Canada, I may! 
an Englishman hfy come ont hen 
6i cents per lb. live weight 100 
of Toronto, the cattle being we* 
{«tables without fasting. T 
Mke pricee being lower. The 1_ 
Remember pork is high, mut 
scarce, and very few calveæw 
The men on the Canada Pacific 
foe large consumers. There has , 
loss of cattle in the Western Stati 
pày feed well, sell slowly, and kj 
Cattle that have not come to the" 
Vito the summer.

Yours, <fcc.,
rm. A FiThom bury, April 6.

WEE VANCOUVER ISLA1 
WAT.

To the Edüor of The 
•Sib,—Please allow a subscrïïj 

|>aper to express the deep sense] 
miration of the people of this c 

(New' Westminster) at th 
position in which we have been j 
eyes of all right thinking men by 1 
bus act of our representatives in > 
Mr. Walkem to send Mr. Amofi 
to England to possibly insult her 3 
Queen on the matter of the Islai 
* work which no sane man wt 
country woùld entertain for a n_. 
know the position of the Island 
Toronto. It would be just as r 
those crossing that Island to dem. 
terminus of the Northern railwal 
on the south side of the Islam 
there should be the great depot i 
trade, that now centres at Tor 
would be as reasonable, I say, 
people of Victoria to demand 1 
Government to force the Dominic 
tiie Island railway.

Our representatives have been 
We have been sold.

Yours. Ac.,
JAMES _ 

New Westminster, March 29.

OBIT MISREPRESENT^
To the Editor of The M

Sm,—The following item app, 
tsrae of the Lindsay Post of Apr

“ It seems that out of the 7S 
Who left Millbrook the other d 
for Manitoba 500 will make tin 
Dakota. This was a Manitoba 
vengeance.”

This innocent-looking paragrai 
an undoubtedly reliable source, z 
current (among those who wishe 
case) as truth, and I have since t 
into no less than eight of the 1 
ties” of the “ pairty, ” and it noi 
forms a Valuable addition to 
exodus literature. The fad
previous to that issue of 
HO “ Manitoba party” had le 
One had been advertised to î 
March, but postponed the date 
to 5th inst. It consisted of sh 
and ten car loads of stock and j 
the Low den settlement in the L 
N:W.T. AU of these emigrant 
their free grant lots before stai 
has been no other excursion frou 
although a good many Grits 
desultory way for Mr. Blake’s 
Dakota. As an instance of t 
effect of systematic detraction 
country, I may mention that x 
Bervatives emigrating take tick 
toba all Grits go to the States, 
of the latter men not only ac

a*»»*, ucuvcu uuiitiiucrauH
the advertising o£ the Reform li 
Globe.

Yours, Ac.,
Millbrook, April 8.

DAKOTA.
To the Editor of The . 

Sib,—Journalists and politieia 
to tiie cause and extent of the t 
some of our young farmers in 
other north-west States. But nol 
that their preference of a foreij 
their own is largely due to exa. 
false representations of the poJ 
Canadian Pacific syndicate to da 
for the transportation of produce 1 
by their own consciences, and to : 
by settling in Dakota they will t 
some consider a nineteenth cent 
vassalage to a great railway mono 
if any, of those intending to e 
are aware that one of two direct) 
Paul and Pacific railway are 
of the Canadian syndicate, and 
former capacity they and the din 
Northern Pacific control a far 1 
tien of the cultivable area of 
members of the syndicate they i 
in the Canadian North-West, 
settling under the Stars and St 
subjects will lose, along with manV 
able privileges, the right to parli * 
Government protection against 1 
freights. The charter of the Canal 
provides that the schedule of rati 
manded by the company shall be app 
the Goverpor-General-in-Council, a 
subject to Government revision | 
the dividend received by the 
amounts to or exceeds ten "per 
capital expended on the railway, 
cal influence of this vast enterp 
doubt, be very great, but no 
however desirous of the company 
would dare to openly defy and i 
public opinion and interests of 
minion by failing to put in force I 
vision of the charters. The chart 
Paul and Pacific and Northern PaJ 
contain no clauses equivalent to i 
vide no effective machinery for pri 
tortion, so that it cannot be too off 
widely repeated that by settling 1 
instead of the Canadian North-Wd 
are subjecting themselves to the vq 
they wish to avoid.

Yours, Ac.,
A. SPENCER | 

Toronto, 8th April.

THE FINANCIAL 
TION OF ONTJ

the shareholders in The Financial J 
of Ontario, London, Canada :—

“ I am directed to inform yo 
dividend for quarter ended Marc 
usual rate of eight per cent, per | 
both the Preference and Ordin 
will be payable on the 23rd inst.

, “ Another quarterly dividend
dared in July next, after whiclj 
will be paid half-yearly—in Jal 
July. It has, heretofore, been 
Visable to do so quarterly, as 
ind intending subscribers wool 
wish to have the opportunity, ai 
intervals, of ascertaining the do 
cess the company was meeting 
was in the interest of all concen 
information should be supplied, 
tors consider the profitable chara 
business of the company has now 
pletely established, and" they are I 
the payment of dividends oftener [ 
yearly would not, hereafter, be 
expense and labour a large and ooj 
creasing list of shareholders would!

“ The issue price of prefereno 
been advanced to three and a I 
premium, equivalent, at the min 
dividend, to a return of- 7| per 
num on the amount invested. T# 
of the company justifies the sale j 
at a much higher price, and ti 
issue will be made at a further 
vauce.

“ The amount of stock now sub
applied for exceeds a quarter of a| 

, an which an average of overt 
been paid in. (8 

Managing Director,1


