
dollars of it coming from the pockets of the 
people of Upper Canada. (Hear, hear.) 
Now, for such a scheme in its naked form 
it would have been difficult to obtain the 
sanction of Parliament, reckless as that body

the A p .■ cents : but, if 1 am rightly inform­
ed, only a small portion of the 6 percent de­
bentures have been redeemed with cash, and

the risk of rejection by his constituents. 
[Cheers.] But at the end of two years 
Lower Canada Solicitorship had to be filled, 
and that of Upper Canada could no longer be 
left vacant. And how, think you, it was 
managed? Why they took Mr. Joseph C. 
Morrison, a gentleman who had been reject- 
by three separate constituencies, and who 
had no seat in either branch, and gave him 
the office with a seat in the Cabinet—and 
there he has sat without a seat in Parlia­
ment for nearly a year in defiance of the 
constitution.
THE BROWN DORION ADMINISTRATION AND 

THE DOUBLE SHUFFLE.
And only by a disreputable trick do any of 

the present Ministers hold their offices. 
You all remember the facts of the fa­
mous “double shuffle." [Hear, Hear.] 
When the Brown-Dorion Administration 
consented to be sworn in, it was with the 
full knowledge that they might not hold of­
fice for twenty-four hours. But there was 
this among other arguments in favour of 
our running the risk of Sir Edmund Head's 
machinations, that if we took office and 
were turned out by the Governor General 
we were all certain to be returned again 
triumphantly to our seats, while our oppo­
nents would have the same ordeal to under­
go, and witli very different success. — 
(Cheers.) We well knew that several of 
our opponents could not be returned. But 
well did they know it too, and the most dis- 
reputable means was taken to evade the or­
deal. An old Statute, enabling any mem­
ber of an Administration to exchange his

It thus appears that in the five years from 1854 to 1868, Upper Canada contributed to 
the Provincial Revenue no less than $21, 
226,199, while Lower Canada contributed 
but $7,889,634—Upper Canada paid 70 per 
cent of the national taxation, while Lower 
Canada paid only 30 per cent. [Cheers.] 
And we have the admission of our leading 
opponents that these calculations are accu 
rately correct. The present premier of the 
Government, Mr. Cartier, in addressing his 
constituents of Vercheres, five years ago, 
told them “they must not forget that Up­
per Canada paid two-thirds of the entire 
revenue of the Province”—and Mr. Attor­
ney General McDonald, the Ministerial Up­
per Canada Leader, declared in the House 
of Assembly, in 1863, that “two-thirds of 
the whole taxation of the country is paid by 
the people of Upper Canada.

WHAT A* ENGLISH STATESMAN SAYS.
In explaining some time ago to an English 

statesman the great injustice «under which 
• Upper Canada labours, he was struck by 

the hardship of the case, admitted the great 
injustice, declared that a remedy ought to

POETRY.

LEAF BY LEAF THE ROSES.
Leaf by leaf the roses tail,

Drop by drop the spring runs dry;
One by one, beyond recall.

Summer beauties fade and die;
But the roses bloom again

And the spring will gush anew. 
In the pleasent April rain.

And the summer sun and dew.

—when the springe of gladness tail,
And the roses in their bloom.

Drop like maidens wan and pale. 
We shall find some hope that lies

Like a silent gem apart.
Hidden far from careless eyes, 

In the garden of the heart.

Some sweet hope to gladness wed,
That will spring afresh and new,

When grief’s winter shall have fled,
Giving place to rais and dew: 

Nome sweet hope that breaths of spring.
Through the weary, weary time.

Budding forth and blossoming, 
in the spirit’s glorious clime.

POLITICAL ISSUES OF TOE DAY.

must be too few to give them any hopes in 
the present decided state of politics, in which 
party lines are so clearly defined. To go 
then to the country at this moment would be 
to entail a defeat more decisive than any 
other recorded in our history—a defeat so 
overwhelming as to cast aside any counter­
vailing efforts in Lower Canada. And even 
here the Cartier influence we believe to be 
effete; in the event of a new election, the 
tables would be turned. The old cries would 
no longer avail. French Canadian domina- 
tion, every thinking person must perceive, has 
been exercised to its full extent, and cannot 
much longer continue. The wisest policy to 
be pursued, then, will be to act in harmony 
with the people of Upper Canada in the 
prosecution of a policy that will unite the in­
habitants of both sections in the prosecution 
of similar objects. We ace symptoms of such 
a desire now springing up here. The Min­
isterial cry in the Legislative Council elec- 
tions, now about to take place, is faintly res­
ponded to, and opposition to Mr. Cartier is 
no longer regarded as synonymous with trea­
son to Lower Canadian interests amongst 
the French section of the population.

To the Ministers a dissolution must in­
volve a defeat, even in Lower Canada; we 
cannot, therefore, suppose they will take that 
step, unless forced into it.— Transcript.

( the large proportion of the vast amount bor­
rowed has gone to pay off obligations of the 
Government, and consequently to increaseis. The Finance Minitier therefore came ,,

down to Parliament and said—“I have a the public debt. Last session, however, 
grand scheme to submit to you. We have 
built magnificient public works, and, as they

au­
thority was given to borrow another milion
of dollars, and as it is clear the deficit of 
this year will not be less than $4,000,000, 
the whole public debt funded and floated at 
this moment must be considerably over 70,- 
000,000. (Hear, hear.)

GRAND TRUNK.

are not remunerative, I propose to sweep 
away the whole of the canal tolls, and make 
our waters free from the mouth of St. Law­
rence to Lake Superior,” and in this grand 
scheme of sweeping away he quietly stuck 
the Montreal tonnages dues. Now, at a 
time when the country was deep in debt, 
and the annual expenditure far exceeded 
this revenue, it was certainly one of the most 
extraordinary proposals that was ever made 
to sweep away several hundred thousand 
dollars of revenue at one fell stroke, and 
anything more absurd than to propose 
keeping our canals open to carry the people s 
goods for nothing, it were hard to conceive.

BANKRUPT LAW.
And quite as insufferable is the domina­

tions of Lower Canada in more domestic 
concerns—and prominent among those stand 
the Homestead and Bankrupt Laws. We 
had, unfortunately, a severe financial crisis, 
a time of commercial pressure never before 
equalled in this country. In the crash of 
1857 many of our best business men went 
down before the storm, aud with heavy 
debts unsettled, are unable to free their 
hands and begin their work anew. In To- 
ronto, Hamilton, Kingston, Cobourg, in 
fact all over this country, arc hundreds of 
intelligent and enlightened men in this un­
fortunate position, unable to hold a shilling 
of property, and their children scattered 
abroad without a house to cover them. One 
of the wisest laws in the mother country is 
that which provides that, when a man has 
been unfortunate in business, but gives up 
everything to his creditors and proves his 
losses has not been criminal be may be dis­
charged from his debts and begin the world 
again. There is a large majority of the re­
presentatives of Upper Canada in favour of 
such a bankrupt law here, but because Low 
er Canda will not consent to it, the people 
being less energetic and less speculative than 
those of Upper Canada—we cannot have it. 
(Hear, hear.) Lower Canada must not only 
make lier own laws, but ours as well.

HOMESTEAD LAW.
I spoke also of the Homestead Law. Y on 

know that in England and in Canada, and 
in many other countries, a rich man is al­
lowed to entail all his estate so that his son 
shall inherit the use of it, but shall not have 
leave to sell the property and shall transmit 
it on his death to such parties as the testa­
tor may appoint—who may again be 
debarred from disposing of the estate. This 
is the law for the rich, and it was thought 
that it might very well be extended to the 
poor accordingly. A Bill was introduced 
providing that a man might take a portion 
of his property when unincumbered by any 
debts, and put on record that it was set 
apart for the benefit of his wife and children 
and was not to be liable for any debts he 
might contract. Now this would be 
perfectly just, because the setting apart 
of their property being published to all the

Some here will recollect that when I spoke 
here seven years ago the Grand Trunk 
scheme was being agitated, and the argu­
ment of our opponents then was:—“ it is 
true we are lending the credit of the country 
to the Grand Trunk, but not a penny of 
the money will ever be demanded from us." 
I took the ground then that it we lent the 
money we would never see a penny of it back; 
and so it has turned out. (Hear, hear.) 
And it is greatly to be feared that we have 
not seen the end of it. And this moment 
the Grand Trunk Company’s bonds are un­
paid un1er protest, and there is every like­
lihood that a new atttack will be made on 
the Province for further relief, to avert a 
complete explosion of the whole concern. 
And I warn you, while the present men re­
main in office, that their demands may be 
successful. It has but to be coupled witli 
some tempting bribe to Lower Canada, and 
the thing will be accomplished.‘

Mr. Brown then adverted to the Municipal 
Loan Fund abuses tlie Seignoral Tenure 
Relief Bill, the Baby, the Quebec Loan, the 
York Read and other Jobs, the Electoral 
Frauds, and other measures of the coalition 
administration which he strongly condemns 
and then proceeded to

The REMEDY.
Now, Mr. Chairman, what is the cure for 

all these evils and abuses? How shall we 
restore good government to the country. 
The first thing that we now have to do 
is to return representatives for Upper 
Canada who will firmly stand by the views 
and interests of Upper Canada. So long 
as we have representatives who are the ready 
instruments of Monsieur Cartier, we cannot 
hope for reform. We may not have an elec­
tion for some months but possibly it may 
come upon us ere many weeks revolve, and 
it ought to be the sacred duty of every man 
who hears me not only to secure a proper re­
presentative for his own constituency but to 
secure the same object in the constituencies 
around him. But when the elections have 
been carried—as carried they will be in 
Upper Canada—what shall be done? It 
must be admitted that, with every succes 
no light work is before them who undertake 
to reform the ship of State. But clearly the 
first duty is a sweeping measure of retrench­
ment, from top to bottom of the public ser­

be found and must be found, but said he-— 
“Take it easy—why are you in such a hur­
ry. It took us forty years in England to 
carry the Reform Bill, and sixty years to 
bring peace and contentment to Ireland." I 
endeavored to show him that no oomparison 
could be instituted between the two coun­
tries—that on this side of the Atlantic we 
lived much faster than in Europe—and that 
popular power was too great here to be safe­
ly tempered with “ But,” I added “It is 
all very well for you that is an Englishman 
to talk of the evils of Ireland taking sixty 
years to correct. It is true that Ireland 
had to submit to the domination of England 
for many years, though very earnestly she 
kicked against it, and very bitter did she 
deeem the position; but Ireland was vastly 
inferior in population and wealth, and her 
contributions to the revenue infinitely less 
than those of England. England was the 
populous and wealthy section of the three 
kingdoms, and if there was to be a legisla­
tive union at all, it it obvious that English 
views and interests must be predominate in 
the general Government of the United King­
dom. But put the ease in a different light. 
Suppose that out of the C50 members of the 
House of Commons England returned [not 
500 as she does now, but] 225, end that

MR. BROWN’S SPEECH AT GALT.
The Globe of Thursday last contains the 

speech delivered by Mr. Brown at the meet­
ing of his friends at Galt. It is an able 
production, and gives a full resume of the 
state of political affairs in the country. As 
an expose of the views of the Reform party 
of Upper Canada, it is worthy of publication 
and we give so much of it as our space will 
permit, noticing the leading topics in suc­
cession.

After alluding to special circumstances 
connected with his reception at Galt, Mr. 
Brown proceeds to refer to the

ACTUAL POSITION OF UPPER CANADA.
The gentlemen who for six years, past, by 

favour of Monsieur Cartier, have ruled the 
Western Province, have enjoyed the re- 
ward they sought in the emolument of their 
offices and in the empty honour of place 
without power ; but which one of them could 
go.into any county of Upper Canada to-day 
and be welcomed with the unbought sym- 
pathy of the stalwart yeomanry, with the 
hearty confidence of the thousands whom be 
never yet met before, and who owe him no 
obligation for favours past, no thanks but 
such as are due from a free people to a faith­
ful public servant? (Loud cheers.) But 
how comes it, Mr. Chairman, that while the

LAKE SUPERIOR.
A competent authority estimates the min­

eral wealth of this region, which will pass 
through the Sault St. Maiie Canal this sea- 
son, at 150,000 tons of Iron ore, and 7000 
tons of Copper, valued at 12,000,000. This 
great product is chiefly from the American 
side of the Lake, which is much poorer in 
minerals than Canadian or north side.

Of the adaptability of this great mineral 
region for agricultural purposes also, Captain 
Palmer of the Emerald mine at the Sault, 
many of whose interesting letters upon this 
district we have published, gives the following 
evidence : —

“ The ground here never freezes. The 
snow begins to fall in November, and cover­
ing the eartli like a great white blanket, to a 
considerable depth, completely excludes the 
frost; until about the beginning of April, 
when the genial warmth of returning spring 
thaws off the wintry covering, and nature 
once more shows her smiling face. When­
ever we clear off the snow here, in winter 
we find the ground soft, the grass green, and 
everything in a most healthy condition. But 
whether winter wheat will not mildew under 
such conditions is a question for old farmers 
to answer. But, for the various crops of 
spring wheat, barley, rye, oats and all sorts 
of root crops, I can say (from 15 years resid­
ence on the River St. Mary) that I know of 
no better country. Our grasses, too. are of 
the best and sweetest quality, and the beef - 
and mutton fed upon them are correspond­
ingly tender and nutritious. Diseases 
amongst cattle are unknown here. I have 
never seen an unsound liver amongst cattle 
or sheep raised in this place; although I 
have sometimes had over one hundred head 
of them on my farm on Sugar Island. The ‘ 
only set-off against all this is, that we have 
to feed them on winter fodder about a month 
longer than they do in the more southern 
districts of Canada and Michigan.

" Our land is generally hilly, and much of 
it rocky and unfit for cultivation. But then 
in most mountain lands, we have the most 
beautiful valleys, rich alluvial plateaus, and 
sloping hill-sides. We have also some very 
fine prairie land. On one single bluff, dur­
ing one short forenoon's operation, I found 
silver and lead. In wending my way through 
the waving sward of wild grass, [chiefly blue 
joint] varied here and there by clumps of 
trees, giving it the appearance of an immense 
English park, I thought what a place this 
would be to run the steam plow over ! A 
fanner with sufficient capital to start that 
great engine of modern improvement, might 
in one year get a farm of 1000 acres under 
crop; and, a mining company with a moder- 
ate capital, going to work amongst the metal- 
iguous rocks in the neighborhood, would 
open at once a market for the farmer’s pro­
duce. And this is just an epitome of our 
country here. The miner will support the 
farmer, and the fanner will support the 
miner; and thus by a friendly interchange 
of mutual support we shall make a great 
country of it. Frequent inquiries, too, are 
made about the degree of cold, particularly 
here in winter. A notion Seems to obtain 
down the country that, a man cannot show 
his nose out of doors here without getting it 
frost-bitten. That, however, is a great mis­
take. I know all Canada, from the Gulf of 
the St. Lawrence to the head of Lake Supe­
rior, and the States from Maine to Missouri, 
I have wintered in almost every part of these 
countries, and I must in candour say that, 
our winter is no worse than in other places. 
Indeed, I have seen more people frozen to

office for the office of one of his colleagues 
without re-election, was trumped up, and it 
was desperately resolved under cover of this 
sham entirely to evade re-election. [Cries 
of “shame.” Accordingly a few minutes 
before midnight, the members of the Cabi- 

before Sir Edmund Head andnet stood up
swore solemn oaths to Almighty God that 
they would fulfil duties they never intended 
to enter upon—and shortly after midnight 
they stood up again and swore new oaths all 
round, going back to their old offices.— 
(" Cries of it was a false oath"—“ it was
perjury.") It was one of the most disgrace­
ful scenes ever witnessed in any country. 
It involved not only moral perjury in the 
sight of God and man, but it was perjury 
perpetrated for the express purpose of de­
frauding the people of Canada of an invalu 
able Constitutional right. [Cheers.] If 
these oaths had not been made some at least 
of the actors in the shameless scene would 
have been indignantly condemned by their 
constituents—and that not only in Upper 
Canada but in Lower Canada as well.

legislative COUNCIL ELECTIONS.
And look at their position now. Six elec­

tions for the Legislative Council are coming 
on in a few days—embracing one-fourth of 
the whole Upper Province —but to this hour 
not one candidate has yet presented himself 
as a supporter of the Government. [Cheers.] 
In three of the six Divisions reliable mem­
bers of the Opposition will be returned by 
acclamation—in two others our candidates 
are certain of success—and were it not for 
local jealousies even the sixth would be res­
cued from the Government.
LOWER CANADA LEGISLATION FOR UPPER 

CANADA.
Only one Bill for Upper Canada did the 

Ministry venture to bring in last session ;— 
I allude to the Common School Bill; and it 
was carried and forced into operation in 
Upper Canada by French Canadian votes, 
although condemned at every stage by Up­
per Canadian majorities, [Hear, hear.] 
In all the numerous divisions of last session 
not once had the Government an Upper Ca­
nada majority—but they had the support of 
the French Canadian phalanx and what 
cared they for Upper Canada?

THE PRINCE’S VISIT.
And is it possible to conceive a country 

placed in a more humiliating attitude than 
Upper Canada has occupied since the Prince 
of Wales landed on our shores. [Hear, 
hear.] The Legislature of Canada invited 
the Prince of Wales to visit the British Am­
erican colonies and to be the guest of the 
Province while here. Instead of being met 
by his invitors and heartily welcomed by 
them to our shores, he was met by Monsieur 
Langevin and the local authorities oi Quebec 
and saluted at his landing with a French 
oration. (Hear, hear.] He was carried 
to the residence of Sir Edmund Head and 
kept shut up there for four days, while 
the members of the Provincial Legislature 
who had come hundreds of miles to present 
the address of the two branches were kick­
ing their heels about the streets. Two ban­
quets were given by the two Houses of Par­
liament at Quebec, and one at Montreal— 
but Sir Edmund Head elected himself stand­
ing President of the feasts, and actually in­
vited the Members of the Legislature to 
their own entertainment, gave their toasts 
for them without even consulting them, and 
forbade any Canadian from opening his 
mouth! I shall not now trace His Royal 
Highness through all his visits in Lower 
Canada—I shall not detail the marked dis­
tinction in the reception given to the 
clergymen of different sects, or the rude dis 
courtesy offered to several of the leading 
denominations of the Province, and also to 
the Masonic body of Upper Canada—and 
still Jess would I now think of discussing the 
Orange controversy ; but I ask you to think 
over the whole events of the last month, and 
recall if you can, one incident to show that 
Upper Canadian feelings or interests has 
been for a moment considered in the pro­
ceedings, except when urgent representa­
tions have been made by local bodies. (Hear, 
hear.) Mr. Cartier, and Mr. Rose, the re­
presentatives of Lower Canada, have been 
seen everywhere guiding and directing, but 
as for Upper Canada it might well be sup­
posed that we had no Government at all. 
Mr. Macdonald was hidden from mortal vi­
sion in the City of Kingston—no voice of 
authority was raised on bohelf of W estorn 
Canada in the melee, and Upper Canadians 
were left to find their way to the presence 
of their future Sovereign under the guidance 
of Lower Canadians.

RECIPROCITY ACT.
Upper Canada is greatly interested in the 

mantainence of the American Reciprocity 
Act; while, if we judge from their conduct 
Lower Canada politicians seem desirous of 
its repeal. When the Treaty was negotiated

Ireland and Scotland returned the remain­
ing 325, and supposing that 25 of the Eng­
lish members from the north of England

sympathies of the people of Upper Canada 
have been heartily with the Parliamentary
Opposition for years past, men have been - c. , 1. •
enabled to retain office and control publie af- should join the Irish and Scots and obtain- 
fairs in open defiance of public opinion in ' u" ~ " " *" -"

Parliament as he has done, the entire dis­
connection of Church and State, and the 
cutting off of all public emoluments for sec­
tarian uses? What other representative of 
Lower Canada ever advocated Representa­
tion by Population, bo’dly and firmly? 
Who has done better service to the Province 
in denouncing mis-government and seeking 
to maintain a high moral standard in the

ing thereby a majority in the House of Com­
mons and the control of the Cabinet—shouldthis section of the Province? How comes 

it that, with constantly increasing strength 
in Parliament, and out of it and advocating 
a policy admittedly just in itself and equit- 
able to all, the Liberal party of Upper Ca­
nada have not achieved the reforms they 
have so long and resolutely demanded? 
How comes it that the minority of Upper 
Canada continuously and systematicallyrule 
over the majority? How comes it that to 
trample under foot the rights and interests 
of his own section of the Province is the sale 
road to political advancement for the Upper 
Canada politician ? How comes it that, 
while every man in Upper Canada condemns 
the reckless extravagance that pervades 
the whole public service, waste and extrava 
gance have gone on unchecked to this hour 
until wo stand on the very brink of serious 
financial embarrassment? These, Sir, are 
the questions to which I now propose to ad­
dress myself.

PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION.
The first position I desire to establish is 

that the existing system of Parliamentary 
Representation is most unjust to Upper Ca­
nada and forms the root of our political evils. 
(Hear, hear.) Every one knows that while 
Upper and Lower Canada are usually re­
garded as one country the line of separation 
between them is as clearly drawn now as it 
was at the time of the Union Each Pro­
vince has sixty-five representatives without 
regard to the number of people the two 
may respectively contain, and each is re­
presented in the Government by the same 
number of members. Now when last census 
was taken, nine years ago Upper Canada 
had an excess of population over Lower Ca­
nada of 61,743, which according to the fixed 
ratio of representation, would have entitled 
us to four members more than Lower Cana­
da. But the years that have since past 
must have made a vast difference in this dis­
proportion. The census returns for many 
years past, show that while Upper Canada 
has doubled her population in ten years, 
Lower Canada requires 25 years to accom­
plish that end. Now, assuming that these 
rates of increase have continued to hold good 
in the last nine years—then the population 
of Lower Canada at this moment is 1,139,- 
633 while that of Upper Canada is 1,638,- 
140—or an excess of 543,007 souls in favor 
of Upper Canada. I do not claim however, 
that these numbers will be realized when 
the official returns are made in January next 
because while Lower Canada has suffered 
little from the commercial crisis of 1857, the 
Western section has suffered most severely, 
and the immigration has not been at all 
equal to past times. I believe the census in 
Lower Canada will show very nearly the 
result I have stated, and that of Upper Ca­
nada under the numbers given; but this is 
certain that the population of the Western 
section, is at this moment from 350,000 to 
400,000 greater than that of the East, and 
that we are entitled to twenty-four or twenty- 
five representatives more than Lower Cana­
da. (Cheers.) But notwithstanding this 
great disparity in population Lower Canada 
have the same number of representatives as 
we have—aud we are told that the system

not only direct the affairs of Ireland and 
Scotland, but rule England too, and rule it 
in a manner most repugnant to her people 
—how would she like that’?" He was an 
honest John Bull, and he had to confess 
that " they would never stand that !" And 
is this not the very position the people of 
Upper Canada now occupy—with this es­
sential difference, that while in the one case 
England would be ruled by men of her own 
race and language, we are ruled by men of a 
foreign race and a foreign tongue.

WHAT KEEPS THE OPPOSITION FROM 
POWER.

Why is it that the present Upper Canada 
Opposition has not long ere this obtained 
the reins of Government? Is it because we 
have less talents in our ranks than our op­
ponents? On the contrary, the best talent 
of the Assembly, whether, political, legal or 
commercial, has been gradually gathered in­
to our ranks. Is it that we are personally 
objectionable to the politicians of Lower Ca­
nada ? On the contrary we have been again 
and again assured that if we would but give 
up our absured Upper Canada notions, the 
Treasury benches were open to us. [Cheers.] 
Yes that is the price of our admission to of- 
fice—give up Representation by Population, 
give up our demand for Constitutional chan­
ges, give up our demand for retrenchment, 
give up our demand for the entire separation 
of Church and State, give up our contention 
for justice in Upper Canada, and office we 
may have. [Cheers.] ' Office at the price 
and reward of treason to our country I Of­
fice at the price and reward of our becoming 
the object creatures of Mr. George Etienne 
Cartier and his French Canadian support- 
ers! [Hear hear.]. For eight years the 
present Opposition have firmly resisted all 
such approaches —and if as many more years 
of resistance were required I trust we should 
continue to resist.
RISE AND PROGRESS OF THE. OPPOSITION 

PARTY.
At the general election of 1854, there 

were many such candidates, and at the el- 
ection of 1857 many more—but this high 
praise can be claimed for the regular Parlia­
mentary Opposition that amid all the se- 
ducements held out to its members, not one 
man who fully joined us lias ever left our 
ranks. [Cheers.] From the small number 
of three in 1852 we soon rose to 14, from 
14 to 21, from 21 to 30—and now we num­
ber not less than 37 or 38—while all the 
Government can claim with all the influences 
at their command, is but 25 or 26 including 
their own votes.

UNION OF THE OPPOSITION.
Our opponents are prone to boast of di­

visions in the opposition ranks—but sure I 
am that never Opposition in the world held 
on to their integrity so long—so firm under 
the existing difficulties and temptations 
against which they have had to struggle. 
Go to any other country, go to France, go 
to the United States, aye, even to Great 
Britain, and show me, if you can an Opposi­
tion that has stood firm for eight years, ex- 
posed to all the blandishments of power, 
without a single man going over to the Gov­
ernment? Turn to the political history of 
the days of Fox and Pitt—recall the events 
of the long contest for reform led by Charles

vice, applying the pruning knife with the 
most firm hand. [Hear, hear.] And one 
principle must be clearly laid down and firm- st 
ly adhered to—that borrowing money for «

management of public affairs? Let me as­
sure my friend who shot out his question of

What about McGee ?" that so long as Mr.
McGee pursues the course he has followed 
since the citizens of Montreal sent him as

ordinary expenditure must entirely cease 
and the revenue of each year made equal to 
the expenditure, even if direct taxation, has their Representative of the Legislature,— 

and I do not doubt that he will firmly pur- 
sue it,—I shall esteem it a privilege to es­
teem him as a friend and to act with him as 
a politician.

Mr. Brown closed his speech thus:—Mr. 
Chairman and Gentlemen, I must apologise 
for the length of time I have detained you. 
(Go on ! go on !) and I thank you heartily 
for your kind attention. I shall long re­
member the events of this day—and if ever 
the courage wavers or the arm grows weary 
in the contest, I will think of your glorious 
welcome and return invigorated to the fight.

The hon. gentleman resumed his seat amid 
enthusiastic applause.

to be imposed. (Cheers.) There is no 
other hope before us.

NO MORE COALITIONS.world, no one would give credit on the 
strength of it. But, though we had a large And let mo warn you of a danger that

may be before us. Some may think I havemajority of the representatives of Upper 
Canada in favor of the measure, the Lower 
Canadians declared they did not want a 
Homestead Law and we should not have it 
either ; the Bill was thrown out by Lower 
Canadian votes. [Hear.] Thus it is that 
not only the political affairs of the Province, 
but the daily social transactions between

selfish motives in naming it, but I feel guilt­
less of the charge, and I shall not be deter­
red from speaking it out. If there is a curse 
this country has to dread it is the formation
of another place-hunting Coalition. (Hear 
hear.) It is the interest of man in the com­
munity that party lines should be clearly 
drawn—and that one strong party shouldman and man, exclusively affecting Upper

Canada, arc entirely controlled by Lower be in power with another strong party to
accuse them. But if, when a GovernmentCanadians in opposition to the expressed 

wishes of the people of Upper Canada.
OUR FINANCIAL EMBARRASSMENTS.

But Mr. Chairman, all these matters sink 
into insignificance before the financial dif­
ficulties of the country. As regards other 
questions, though endurance has been car­
ried to the very verge of reason, we might 
be forced to submit patiently a little longer 
but the alarming position of the public fin­
ances admits of no delay. We stand on the 
very brink of national embarrassment. We 
have reached that point when it concerns 
every man who holds the slighest stakes in 
the country to look the tiling full in the face 
aud consider how we are to be delivered from 
the difficulties that are before us. The Op­
position are constantly taunted with the de­
sire to get into office, if it were so, there is 
no crime in the charge—but assuredly no 
man who knows the real circumstances of 
the country, who knows that he must deal 
firmly with the finances to rescue them from 
the position into which they have been 
brought by the present Government, will 
covet the post. The Public debt has reach­
ed an amount that may well alarm the bold­
est men amongst us. Large deficits be­
tween the revenue and expenditure are year­
ly running up, and the Customs’ duties have 
reached the highest point which can be ex 
acted in this country. [Hear, hear.] I 
confess to you sir, that nothing more sur­
prises me than that the state of the finances 
excites so little attention among the business 
men of the Province. When the present 
Government assumed office only six years 
ago, the whole annual expenditures of the 
Province were but $4,000,000—and at 
this moment they are from $8,500,000 to 
$9,000,000. [Hear, hear.] In six years, 
the ordinary expenditures have been three 
times increased; and I cannot do better 
than read you the progressive rates of duty 
on the great items of consumption :—

Galt’s

is broken down by force of public opinion 
you collect together the pliant men of all par­
ties, without end or policy beyond the re­
tention of office, you encourage a system 
that saps the foundation of all healthy gov­
ernment.—Already it is rumoured that some 
such movement is shortly to be made, and 
the expectation is that two or three of the 
most yielding men of the Opposition will 
coalesce with the wreck of the present ad­
ministration—go to the country with large 
promises of amendment—and carry on the 
same for four years more. Now sir, 1 have 
no fear that this movement could be even 
commenced, for I don’t believe the two or 
three weak worthies could be had, and as­
suredly if they could, the electors would 
teach them a lesson at the polls that they 
would be likely to remember. [Hear, hear.] 
But mark what would be the certain effect 
of another coalition, suppose a reduction of 
of the long list of extravagant salaries which 
I have read to you were suggested ; is it not 
evident that some member of the Govern­
ment would be responsible for those very 
appointments, that they built up that very 
system of extravagance, and that by cutting 
it down would condemn themselves. If we 
are to have an affective change of Govern­
ment, it must be by the entire sweeping 
away of the old stock, and the introduction 
of a new set of men in their place, unfetter­
ed by the antecedents of the men whom they 
succeed. Depend on it, if there is one thing 
more than another which the present Gov­
ernment dread in going out of office, it is 
that firm men may get into the public de­
partments, and disclose the dark iniquities 
which have been practised by the people. 
Take my word for it, the greatest enemy of 
the people of Upper Canada is the man who 
is talking of the necessity of having mode­
rate men, yielding men of the Government, 
who will be acceptable to Lower Canada.— 
Cheers.

CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES.
But Mr. Chairman, it is utterly idle to 

hope for any satisfactory change in public 
affairs until we obtain an alteration of the 
whole constitutional system. Various changes 
have been proposed as remedies for the evils 
of which we complain ; among them are Re­
presentation by Population—Federation of 
all the Provinces—a written Constitution 
and Dissolution of the Union pure and sim­
ple; but I believe of all the plans which 
have been devised, none is so good or so 
practicable as that which you have set forth 
in your Address. I have no dread alarm of 
Dissolution pure and simple from Lower Ca­
nada; but I greatly doubt the policy of it. 
I cannot give up the hope that the British 
American Province may at some future 
day be united as one family ; but the day 
for such a step is yet far remote, and I am 
clearly of opinion that the desireable change 
for the present is one which, while it reme­
dies the injustice we now suffer, will render 
the extension of a comm on government over 
the whole of the Colonies should a desire for 
it arise. Let us have secured to us for the 
present management of our own local affairs, 
Lower Canada being left to manage hers, 
and such a connection for the management 
of matters necessarily common for both, and 
only will secure the payment of the public 
debt and the peaceful control of our own in­
land waters. Assuredly this is the true 
system for us to advocate; it is just to all, 
it involves injustice to none, and it is one in 
which we will find a remedy for the worst 
evils of which we now complain.

WILL THERE BE A DISSOLUTION ?
A question that has been paramount over 

others in the public journals for some time, 
has been the probability of a dissolution of 
Parliament. No doubt the Reform party 
look to such an event as “a consummation 
devoutly to be wished" —if for no other rea­
son, than because they believe that the atro­
cities, and the electoral frauds perpetrated at 
the last elections cannot be repeated. They 
have little fear that a second Fellowes case 
—with its voters brought in from the United 
States—or its still worse prototype, the Que­
bec fraud—with its fifteen thousand “men in 
buckram" brought to the poll, where not five 
thousand existed —can again be exhibited. 
But uno avulso, non deficit alter—cut off one 
fraud and another will spring up in its stead 
—if the particular trick of the last election, 
having served its turn, be cast aside, another 
equally atrocious, may be substituted; and 
there is no saying what scheme may be de­
vised by which the same results may be 
reached—as at the last election—and by 
which men, illegally returned, may continue 
to occupy the seats of their usurpation dur­
ing another Parliament, as they have done 
during the present.

Now, we do not pretend to any knowledge 
as to the course the Ministry will adopt in 
the present crisis—as it assuredly must be 
styled. By their own accounts, they are 
virtually effete—the Governor General does 
not care a straw for them or their opinions 
and the Government of Canada is nothing 
beyond a name. He may consult them or 
not as he thinks proper, and attend or not 
to their advice, as he deems fit. We regard 
the matter in a different light. The Gover­
nor General cannot take a single step of con- 
sequence without the advice of his Council; 
and it is the duty of the latter, if he do any­
thing they disapprove, to lay their grievances 
and those of the parties they represent be­
fore him, and if he refuses to accede to their 
prayer, it is for them to resign.

Can they, in the case of a difference such 
as we depict, call on the Governor to grant 
them a dissolution of Parliament? We ap­
prehend they cannot. In the event of their 
being refractory and tendering their resigna­
tion, the Governor must select a new set of 
advisers, on whom properly will devolve the 
choice whether there shall or shall not be a 
new Parliament. The Governor is bound to 
accede to their wishes in that respect, but 
certainly not to the wishes of the parties 
with whom he is brought into collision in 
the manner above stated.

We do not suppose the question will take 
the shape we put on it; on the contrary, we 
believe that the present Ministry will “ eat 
the leek," and retain their offices as long as 
they have the power. It is not merely the 
salaries they wish to retain; they cannot but 
know that on their loss of office, their politi­
cal death ensues. An examination into their 
official acts during the last six years—into 
the jobs they have smuggled through, and 
the frauds they have winked at in the public 
departments—will seal their doom of exclu­
sion for many years to come. Hence the 
tenacity with which they cling to the helm of 
public affairs—hence the desire they evince 
to join to them, and thereby make accompli- 
ces to their acts, individuals from their poli­
tical opponents.

But returning to the question with which 
we set out—" Will there be a dissolution ?” 
—we confess that we do not think that there 
will be with the present men. They know

death, and more 
frost-bitten on the

hands and feet and noses 
prairies of Wisconsin and

Illinois, in one winter, than I have ever
heard of here in 15 years.

“Our winters are hard, dry and steady; 
much like those of Montreal. We know 
that winter is coming; we prepare for it, 
and find it on the whole, the pleasantest part 
of the year ; and when it breaks up, on the 
approach of spring, we are generally wishing 
for a little more sleighing.”

THE MASSACRE8 IN SYRIA.
A letter from the Rev. Father Rousea 

to the Union Francomptois contains hor­
rible details of the atrocities committed at 
Deir-el-Kamar, and Damascus by the Drus­
es and the Turkish soldiers. They mutilat­
ed a great number of men ; cut off the noses, 
chins, and cars of the priests ; tore the chil­
dren from the arms of their mothers, cut off 
their limbs, and even compelled the women 
to drink their blood.

The following particulars are found in a 
letter from Jaffa :—Alarmed by the news of 
the occupation of Syria, the Arabs are be- 
ginning to assemble on the mountains of 
Jerusalem and Neapolis, where it would 
seem they arc organizing the resistance they 
intend to oppose to the foreigner, in case a 
landing should be made at Jaffa. The 
Christians are consequently most apprehen­
sive of the future, and see no means of safe­
ty but in flight. Fifteen of the Ottoman in­
habitants of Damascus, who fled to this 
place to avoid being arrested, for their share 
in the late massacre, omit no opportunity of 
exciting the fanaticism of the Turks. Last 
week the Cadi of Eeir-el-Kamar arrived here 
with two large cases full of gold and silver 
plate, costly female garments and many other 
articles stained with the blood of their for­
mer owners. He endeavored to sell part of 
them far below their value. The authori­
ties were immediately apprised of the fact; 
but, instead of instituting an inquiry, and 
seising the plunder, they gave the Candi a 
friendly hint that he had be ter leave, and 
he accordingly went to Hebron where he 
expects to be safe from further pursuit.

1855. 1856. 1857. 1858. Tariff.
Coffee........... 84 per
Molasses...... 10“
Sugar, re­

fined,..... 32 “

shall not be changed ; and Upper Canadians 
are not found only to submit patiently to 
the injustice, but base enough for party pur­
poses to palliate it, and endorse it as repres- 
entatives of Upper Canada constituencies!

REPRESENTATION by POPULATION.
Our opponents have Livught it as a railing 

accusation against the Opposition that we

e. 8. 10 10 15
11 11 18 30

Grey-—and through all the record you will 
find continual disagreements, continual fail­
ings at heart continual disertions from the 
patriotic ranks. But the true men stood 
firm through it all and at last victory was 
triumphantly achieved. [Cheers.] And so

28 2 26, 40
20 474 21 30
114 111 121 15
14% 20 21 25
17 20 21 25
13% 15 15 20
134 15 16 20
134 15 17 20
14 15 18 20

Do other ....... 274 “
Tea ............... 114 “
Boots & Shoes 124“
Harness.........12%"
Cotton goods 124“
Iron goods.. 124“
Silk goods....124“
Woolgoods...124“

have abandoned the demand of Representa­
tion by Population —but nothing could be will it be in Upper Canada continued cheers] 

and those who now perhaps deride us may 
look back with very different feelings on the 
conduct and the motives of men who now 
battle for the rights of Upper Canada in 
the cold shame of Opposition. [Loud 
cheers.]I

more groundless. We have never ceased to 
urge it with all our influence; we urge it 
still; but along with that great Reform we 
demand constitutional safeguards for the 
people against waste and extravagance on 
the pert of the Government and Legislature 
and againtt any further iderease of the pub­
lic debt, already sufficiently alarming. 
(Cheers.) 

DISPARITY OF TAXATION.
But, Mr. Chairmen, the gross injustice 

done to Upper Canada by the system of re­
presentation stand out in stronger light when 
we examine the manner in which the taxa­
tion of the country is raised. Last year, I 
compiled tables from the official returns of 
the Province, to show the taxation constitut­
ed respectively by Upper and Lower Canada. 
These tables have been published with the 
principle on which they were compiled, and 
no attempt has been made to this hour to in­
validate their accuracy. The result of a 
comparison of the whole revenue from Cus- 
toms. Excise. Territorial, Public Works, 
Bank Tax, Postage, Law Fees, Common 

7 School Fund, Fines and forfeitures, Mar- 
riage Licenses, and Lunatic Asylum Tax- 
constituted respectively by Upper and Low- 
er Canada is as follows:

Upper Canada. Lower Canada. 
1854.................$4,798,082 $1,830,268

1866................. 3,943,140 1,214,381
1856................ 4,602,710 1,600,058
1857..................... 1,154,793 1,661,358
1858 .....................3,727,464 1,578,579

<--------- $21,226,179 $7,884,634

And the worst feature of the case is that 
these large editions to our annual burdens 
have done little towards ameliorating the 
evil. In 1857 there was a deficit in the 
year’s transactions of over 4 million’s of 
dollars in 1858 there was a deficit of 
three millions six hundred thousand dollars. 
Last year there was a deficit of thirteen 
hundred thousand dollars; and this year, I 
venture to affirm, the shortcoming will not 
be less than four millions of dollars—hear, 
hear—and all these vast deficiencies are be­
ing met with borrowed money from year to 
year, increasing the permanent annual bur­
dens of the Province in the shape of interest. 
It is not the least alarming view of the case 
that already the annual interest on our pub­
lic debt rapidly approaches to 34,000,000; 
while the best annual income we have had, 
less the expenses of collection, was but five 
millions and-a-half-—thus showing but one 
million and-a-half to maintain the whole ma­
chinery of Government.

MR. GALT’S LOAN.

in 1854, the Customs duties in Canada onposition OF THE ADMINISTRATION,
When I addressed you in 1853, you may 

recollect that we were contending against 
the very evils we now complain of, that short-

manufactured goods were but 12, per cent; 
but since then they have been raised by the 
present Government first to 15 per cent., 
then to 17%, and at last 20 per cent. (Hear, 
hear.) Now, Sir, I am far from saying 
that we had no right to make these changes 
but what I do say is, the policy that render­
ed them necessary was an insane policy, and 
destructive to the best interests of the Pro­
vince, whether as regards the material in- 
terests of our people or as reducing the ad­
vantage of the Reciprocity Treaty in the 
view of our American neighbors.

MONTREAL HARBOUR DEBT.
The citizens of Montreal in their efforts 

to improve their harbour so as to carry off 
from Quebec to their own port the profite of 
the foreign shipping, and expended the sum 
of $680,000. The interests of this debt was 
levied annually in the shape of a tonnage 
duty on all vessels entering the port of Mon- 
treal. This tonnage duty of course acted 
as a drawback in weighing the advantages of 
Montreal as a foreign port—and naturally 
the people of Montreal were most anxious 
to get quit of it. Accordingly pressure was 
brought to bear on the present Government 
and they actually consented to relieve Mon­
treal of the whole of this large debt and to 
saddle it on the Province—half a million of

ly afterwards we succeeded in defeating the 
Administration, and on an appeal to the 
electors, the views we then held were trium- 
phantly sustained. But when a new Gov­
ernment had to be formed, Lower Canada 
power make itself felt—a coalition was patch 
ed up —and the whole fruits of her victory 
was lost to Upper Canada. At the general 
election of 1857, we had a still greater vie- 
tory, . Seventeen supporters of the Admin- 
istration, who sat in the previous Parliament 
were indignantly rejected at the polls—and 
among them were not fewer than three min; 
isters of the Crown. But in spite of this 
startling condemnation by the people. Sir 
Edmund Head allowed the Coalition to 
patch up ; and ever since, though again and 
again repudiated in direct votes of want, of 
confidence by large majorities of Represen- 
datives of Upper Canida—they have con- 

pets of Me. Cartier. [Hear, hear.] Wr 
tirely destitute of influence in Upper Cana- 
de in the administration, that the Solicitor 
Generalshipwas actually left two years va- 
cant,simply because no member of Parlia- 
ment could be found to accept it and venture

In speaking of the late shooting match of 
the National Rifle Association in England, 
a person mentioned the fact of the Queen 
having fired a rifle and hit the ‘bull’s eye,' 
when a young lady present exclaimed, * Oh, 
shocking! did her Majesty kill the poor 
animal

A sailor, in attempting to kiss a pretty 
girl, got a violent box on the ear. ‘There,’ 
he exclaimed, ‘just my luck, always wrecked 
on the coral reefs.’

Pa, ain’t I growing tall? Why, what’s 
your height, sonny ?—Seven feet lacking % 
yard. Pa fainted.

that in Upper Canada they will be beaten, 
horse, foot, and artillery - that scarcely tea 
men will be found who would venture to ap­
pear on the hustings as Ministerialists—and 
of these scarcely one tonth would be elected! 
It is only those who, being re-elected, as at 
the last elections, on false pretences—such 
ae exemption from party, or as Moderates 
steering between two parties —that they can 
place the slightest shadow of reliance. These

CONFIDENCE IN PUBLIC MEN.Last fall Mr. Galt went to England and 
put afloat one of his grand schemes—in my 
opinion a most unwise scheme and one by 
which the country lost half a million of dol­
lars. He proposed to call in all the six per 
cent securities an issue 5 per cent securities 
in their room, giving a large premium for 
the sixes. As a part of this scheme, he bor- 
rowed £2 800 000 sterling, or $14,000,000 _..
professedly to facilitate the redemption of strictest watch should be kept over the oon-

There is another thing which I wish to 
impress upon you before I close. The gov- 
ernment of a country is one easy matter, 
and whoever goes into power as the repre- 
sentives of the Liberal party, will have no 
easy task before them. Reformers are of 
all mon, the most jealous of their leaders. 
Now, while it is highly desireable that the

duct of all public men, there is a jealousy 
which is not wisdom. There may be un­
founded suspicions of public men who have 
never swerved from hands of the tried friends 
of the people and mar their usefulness. We 
have two races, two languages, two religions, 
two Provinces to be governed. If Upper Ca­
nada alone had to be ruled, the case would 
be very different, but Lower Canada, for the 
present at least, must be governed by the 
same men. Moreover, we have two houses 
of Parliament, in each of which there is an 
Upper Canada section and a Lower Cana­
da section, so that in fact four distinct bodies 
have to be harmonized. Whoever then go 
into office, let us not be unreasonable in our 
expectations, but let us demand that they 
act openly and above-board, and stand or 
fall by the policy to which they have commit­
ted themselves.

MB. N’GEE.
A Voice — what about McGee ?
Mr. Brown—A gentleman asks me what 

about McGee? Does he mean that ns a 
reproach? [No answer.) If he does, let 
me tell him that I would a thousand times 
rather act with Mr. McGee than with the 
dough-faced Protestants that represent Up­
per Canada. Sir, it is simply an act of jus­
tice on my part to declare that—though no 
man could entertain stronger prejudices 
against another man than I did against Mr. 
McGee before ho entered Parliament—I 
have found in him an unrightness of char­
acter and a manly straightforwardness, which 
have won for him my highest respect and 
esteem. I need not speak of his eloquence 
and great ability as a debater, for he is in­
finitely superior to the first among us, and 
the whole country knows it. It is true that 
Mr. McGee is a Roman Catholic, while we 
hold strong Protestant views. But what has 
been the full extent of our demands? Did 
we ever ask for Protestant domination ? Did 
we ever think of asking that the Catholic 
should be treated in the slightest degree 
dfferent from the Protestant ? Not at all— 
but what we did say was that we would 
never allow him one iota more than we got 
for ourselves. If we assailed the Roman 
Catholic Church, it was because the Roman 
Catholic clergy came into the political arena 
put their hand into the public chest, and 
claimed advantages not given to others. 
And so often as he does so again, assuredly 
we shall be found holding the same ground 
then. And from the first who ever expressed 
more generous sentiments on these questions 
than Mr. McGee ; what man in his position 
ever advocated on the floor of the house of


