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Satu terband Union’ probably standsNegro Spirituals Not 
Like "Shout" Songs
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ForQuality and Satisfaction 
Try the

for
‘Contraband Union’ which was one
of the ramifications of the 'under- 
ground railway,’ by which certain 
anti-slavery factions in the North 
spirited away runaway Negroes 
Many of them 'got a home bimeby ' in 
Toronto.

“Another song which I have used in
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(Continued from page 1) 
their simple pathos and exquisite 
variation you realize the tremendous 
significance of the Negro’s contrib-,

one of my Negro stories, but which 
so far, I have never found in any 
collection, is, 'Can't you live humble.' 
It refers to recreation in the here­
after, but is hardly a spiritual: 'Oh,

ution to world music. It is real. 
The Negro spiritual must be consid­
ered above the classification of folk 
music when it reaches such heights 
—as it does in this and several other 
songs, notably ‘Were you there when 
they crucified my Lord?’

Religion Their Outlet
“You can imagine the food for the 

Negro’s drama-loving soul which the 
Bible would present. In the depths 
of his first night of ignorance the 
Bible was all he had, and he made 
the most of it. Its good fights were 
personal analogies to him, and he 
wove himself and the Bible character 
iinto his songs of religious adven­
ture.

Then, too, for some years, especial­
ly on the big plantations, where 
uprisings might occur if too great an 
access of native African spirits arose, 
the reels and dances were often for­
bidden, and religious meetings were 
all the Negroes were allowed. Re­
ligion was their only outlet. Little 
wonder that they put into it notes 
that may seem to the unknowing, 
jubilant or even trite. Solace for 
discrimination of color is touchingly 
exemplified in “Git on board, little 
chillen," child-like in more than its 
exhortation.

Miss Wilson poiints out that the 
spirituals are not to be confused with 
“Shout songs," which are part and 
parcel of the business of “getting 
religion” among the Negroes. These 
outbursts were periodic revivals, cul­
minating in excesses of religious ec­
stasy which left participants often 
unconscious and were most often held 
in (connection with "baptibius," or 
the advent of some “hell-fire” preach­
er who stirred up religious excite­
ment “The spirituals,” as Roland 
Hayes puts it, were the “deeply re­
ligious expression of his people,” 
often quaint, often child-like, but al­
ways sincere. The shout songs were 
really a form of musical, intox­
icant withheld for special occas­
ions.

“Then,” says Miss Wilson, “en­
tirely outside of the spirituals are 
the secular songs, which for humor 
and whimsicality of expression are 
simply incomparable. Many of 
them have so woven themselves into 
our knowledge that we take them as 
a matter of course, like ‘Working 
on de railroad,’ 'It ain’t gonna rain 
no more,’ 'Frankie and Albert,’ etc. 
One of the best, and one which I am 
sending to the author of ‘On the Trail 
of American Folk-Songs,’ is ‘Behime 
De Hen-House:’
Behime de hen-house on my knees

(Gwineta git a home bimeby), 
Thought I heard dat chicken sneeze

(Gwineta git a home bimeby),
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can’t you live humble every day? 
Oh, every mornin’ so bright an’ fair, 
I'll spread my wings an' fly in de air, 
Oh, can’t you live humble every day? 
Den, every mornin' so bright an’ 
clear, I’ll h’ist my pinions an hover 
near. Oh, can’t you live humble 
every day?’ The air is delicious, 
full of swings and grace notes.”
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CLUB BAGS, SUIT CASES,

HAT CASES, BOSTON BAGS

SUCISUIAIE TRUNKS

HARTMANN WARDROBES

MOTOR RUGS

LADIES’ HAND BAGSProvides You with a Solution for 
the Fuel Problem COSBY’S GOLF CLUBS

ENGLISH GOLF BAGS

Every serious thinking householder realizes, that year by year 
I the hard coal fuel problem is becoming more and more serious. The 
: securing of a good supply of hard coal is difficult. With this situ­

ation you should be very careful in selecting your heating equip- 
ment. You should thoroughly investigate any heating equipment, 
you are influenced to buy, and make sure, that it will successfully 

! and economically burn any grade of fuel you may desire to use.

• McClary’s No. 370 All Cast Sunshine Furnace is constricted to 
successfully and economically burn any grade of fuel procurable.

: The Special Air Blast Ring (An exclusive McClary feature) is the 
secret of its widely known success. The Air Blast Ring causes heated 
air to mix freely with the coal gases, thus ensuring the greatest pos­
sible heat from the fuel consumed. It positively eliminates all 
smoke, fumes and soot.

James McCormick
395 Talbot St.$ I

Concert and
Grand Ball■

Let’s Celebrate 

Queen Victoria Empire Day

May 24, 1926
in Toronto

at OCCIDENT HALL
Cor. Queen and Bathurst Streets 

Prof. Matthews' Bostonian Orchestra

Colored and Whites invited

PRIZES FREE
ADMISSION 55 CENTS 

West Indies Products Co.
Tea and Coffee, etc.
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Air-Blast Ring
Consult a McClary Furnace dealer and have him estimate the 

cost and size of the furnace required, to successfully and economically 
heat your home. Then let him install this McClary All Cast Sun­
shine Furnace, then you will have ensured yourself of —“Sunshine 
All Winter.”
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=Oh, de watermillion!

Lamb o’ Goodness, you must die— 
Gwineta jine de Counterband Union 

(Gwineta git a home bimeby), 
“The tune of this is simply infec­

tious. The words and melody I took 
down from my grandmother once, in 
the middle of the night, she being 
as enthusiastic about the preserva­
tion of the old songs as I. ‘Coun-

SIMCOE CLEANERS
Cleaning, Pressing, Dyeing, Repairing 

Goods Called For and Delivered

W. H. BEECHER, Proprietor 
aront120 University Ave., Tor

Cor. Dundas St. w.. Ph. Adel. 7627
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London, Toronto, Hamilton, Saint John, Montreal, Vancouver, 
Calgary, Winnipeg, Edmonton, Saskatoon, Liverpool, Eng. :
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