’lg.
1804
1824
1825
(826

1816
1826
1831

y your
geance
n this

uding
talso
oupe,
lands
It in-
very
3 but
r his
lands
o the
lings
sord,

) ten
hris-
ny of
sent,
dice,
send
ight
ving
any,
ales’
rita,
igs,
'hey
shil-
ap-
lp !
1 of
uc-
pes,

«

S

Watkin.

11

does not, we believe, exist on the face of the earth,

We give
the following Extracts respecting" it [romn the Journals of Mr,

Our friends will notice with peculiar thankfvlness

the details which occur respecting the character, talents, and
labours of the Native Preachers and Helpars, as well as the
statement that, in six months the number of Members has in-

creased from five hundred to nearly fiteen hundred.

hath God wrought!”’

““ What

Extract from the Journal of Mr. Watkin, dated Lifuka,
Haabai Groupe, 1832.

Arriv 29th, ldﬁil.—Yesterdayr‘
morning 1 endeavoured to dis-
course from our Lord’s last words,
(Mark xvi. 15,16,) stating the
nature of baptism, and the obli-
gation of such as receive it to
keep the commandments ; after
which about one hundred adult
females were baptized, making
the number of the baptized adults
in this place five hundred and
thirty. May they walk worthy
of the Christian name ! I believe
that all strive to do this, and that
many attain untoit. 1 have been
much pleased to~day, in meeting
one of Bita (Peter’s) classes, he
having accompanied the Chief to
Vavou ; the earnestness and sim-
plicity of many of them is special-
ly gratifying. )

April 30.—We have just expe-
rienced the trembling sensations

mspired by an earthquake, of

which we have had two distinct
shocks, which lasted about a
minute. Our house vibrated very
sensibly, and I was afraid the rude
strueture would fall; but after
rocking like a cradle lor several
geconds, it became once more qui«
escent, and we finished our dinner
under its roof of thatch. Imme-
diately after the #irst shock, I
heard the commencement of the
usual ery ; but it was forthwith
checked, perhaps, by the people’s
recollection that they had cast
away the fahles they once believ-
ed, or by some one who believes
that “the Lord reigneth,” and
that all things are under his con-
troul. You are probably aware
that it was their praclice to raise

a general cry upon the occurence
of an earthquake, to rouse the
sleepy attention of Mane, the god
to whom the drudgery of Atlas is
(or was) assigned in this part of
the world. Upon the occurrence
of earthquakes, they imagined he
was nodding ; and to prevent
their being precipitated into the
sea, they raised a cry, strong
enough to rend the welkin ; at
the same time belabouring the
earth with blows which nothing
but an inanimate object could
bear. Most of them now know
better ; and many of them put
their trust in Him, * who holds
the world and all things up,”
May 5.—~The week past has
been of a similar character with
many preceding weeks, with the
agreeable exception of one day,
spent in visiting a neighbouring
island, for the purpose of publicly
admitting into  the church of
Christ more than fifty individuals,
who had complied with-the condi-
tions we insist on in order to ad-
mission. It was the first incident
of the kind in the island, and ex-
cited great interest. About thirty
couples were married, alter which
brother T'homas delivered his ser-
mon. [ then proposed the ques-
tions to the candidates for‘t-p‘
tism, and it was highly pleasing
to see and hear them. any of
them had grown old before they
heard the name of ¢ Christ the
Lord ;” and to me theéir T-
ance was highly integesting. Time
had furrowed theif faces, and
blanched their heads; and, bend-
ing with age, they stood in the
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