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THE ALDERMEN AND THE PAVING

1 with a reasonable degree of certainty, how

‘much the whole project would cost, in-
cluding both construction and for land
damages for the approaches. It was said
at that time that there was mo prospect
of calculating the cost with anything like
accuracy. If this attitude ‘were adopted
toward every public project of importance
that comes up it must be clear that St.
John and the province would make very
little progress.  The Common . Council
should secure detailed and convincing in-

| formation as to the cost of the bﬁdge,
iand should ascertain how far the Hazen

government will go in the matter of con-
tributing to its cost. The attitude of the
Federal government is already known.
Had the city been prepared to go ahead
with the bridge there would have been
placed in the estimates last year the
amount of the Federal government’s con-|
tribution. Certainly nothing should be
done in the way of increasing the expendi- |
ture on the ferry until the bridge project |
has been absolutely disposed of in one aay |

the King’s coronation, there will be held
another Imperial conference, at which will
attend representatives of nearly every por-
tion of the British Empire. Newspapers
in many British countries, in looking
ahead to see what sort of programme the
conference will be likely to have before
it, are led to complain that few, if any,
subjects of prime importance have as yet
been definitely set down for consideration,
and that there is generally but an indefin-
ite idea not only as to what the chief
result of the conference may be, but even
as to what its principle aim will be.
Immigration is one of the subjects that
is to come up, because there has been com-
plaint in the United Kingdom as to some
of the rules and regulations made by the
dominions oversea with respect to the en-
try of British subjects through their

| ports. This is spoken of in some quarters |

as a highly complicated question, and per-

| haps it is so in connection with the migra-

tion of Hindoos to such places as British
Columbia. Fortunately, it is highly un-
likely that any great number of these folk

tions of trade ¢onditions through the Do-
minion and gave conmsideration to Can-
ada’s commercial relations with outlying
countries. Seemingly that process is to
be repeated, presumably before the pres-
ent government goes to the country again
for an endorsement of its policies.

And a downward revision of the tariff
is what this country mneeds. The day of
high protectionist success is gone. In the
United States beside us there is a wide-
spread political revolt against the Repub-
lican party, chiefly because that party of
late years has been dominated by powerfal
and selfish interests which have enriched
themselves unjustly by means of a tariff
framed, not for the good of the many, but
for the purposes of unjust exaction in the
interest of the few. If this country had
no lesson in tarif matters beyond that
supplied by its neighbors to the south, it
should not hesitate to eet its face sternly
against further concessions to the high
tariff party here at home.

It is noteworthy in this connection also,

He goes on to say that in England he
found a certain vague but widespread |
alarm over Socialism, but, while that was
true, he found many arrangements actual-
ly being carried on there which in the
United States would have been denounced |
as socialistic, but which in England were
accepted as a matter of course. He was
struck particularly by the many admirable
municipal activities of the people of Glas-
gow, and other cities, where the adminis-
tration carries on certain of the public |
utilities. He draws a glowing picture of a |
village ‘on the outskirts of Birmingham: ‘

“Cycling one day in the vicinity of|
Birmingham, I came suddenly into a new!
and beautiful village. Artistic cottages of |
four, five and eight rooms, each surround-}
ed by a carpet of green grass, speckled |
over with flowers and shrubbery, lined the |
clean, paved streets, along which also ran
rows of ornamental shade trees. An at-!
tractive schoolhouse and a public hall, sev-
eral beautiful churches, playgrounds for
the children, pleasure grounds for all were |
there. The village was not finished. New |
homes were being built, new streets open-
ed and paved, new trees, shrubbery and

{sam’s finest concrete. And the city e

gineer says it is the real stuff.
* * »

There has been a very satisfactory in-|

crease this season in the suburban traffic
on the Intercolonial Railway between St.

John and Hampton, due undoubtedly to |
the splendid service in effect since May !
22, and probably in no small measure to!

judicious use of the news columns of the

daily papers in keeping the public duly in-|

formed of the excellent
ments. Besides being a great convenience
to those who have summer homes in the
country, the suburban trains have been

train arrange-

largely patronized by those who are en-!

abled to spend a day out of the city. It
ig less trouble to get to and from suburban
points along the railway than many places
nearer the city that as yet are unserved
by the electric cars.
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understanding |

| erally speaking the figures
robust determinatiodifto hew to the line
and make a repetition. of recent transac-
tions impossible for {hi {uture.
One thing may be exp8cted as a result
of the meeting—the investigation of the
civie department of works and the reform-

As the Hazen government went into!sable—and in the end the several statesrupon which the Liberal party has always

power several years ago pledged to give
New Brunswick good roads, these con-

| stant complaints, backed up by overwhelm- |

ing evidence of neglect and inefficiency in
the road department in almost every par-

must own and operate these cables—is the
great instrument for preventing misunder-
standing, and for removing misunderstand-
ings which may have arisen. It will ren-
der much more difficult that sort of poli-

found safety and honor. With the un-
erring instinct that has marked him in
such matters for these many years, the
Prime Minister has correctly interpreted
public sentiment in Canada with respect

only in money but in labor. While wages
are higher, when estimated by the ratio
of exchange, which is based upon the
amount of gold each will purchase, if we
estimate it in power to purchase the neces-
saries and luxuries of life, English wages
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