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inced myself that there {s not a 8in-

=

; in England, I will respect your
‘new identity.”

Doutiney ::vld in silence. -FHIs host

™ d to the
\ “Come,” he continued, “there are
and cigarettes at your elbow,

'w ky and seda on the sidebourd.

Make yourself at home in that chalr

‘there. Africa has really changed yo
very little. Do you remember ou
Previous meeting, in Saxony?”

“I remember it perfectly, your Bx-
cellency.”

“His Majesty knew how to keep
'Court in those days,” the Ambassador
went on. "“One was tempted to be-
lieve oneset at an Koglish eountry
(Party. However, that much of the
bast. You know, of course, that I en.
tirely disapprove of your present PO~

tion here?

1 gathered as mumch, your HKxoell-
fenoy."
{ "We will have no reserves with one
fnother,” the Prince. declared, light-
ing a cigar. “I know quite well that
(you form part of a network of espion-
age in this country which I consider
wholly unnecessary. That is simply
a4 question of method. I have no
«doubt that you are here with the same
object as 1 am, the object which the
(Raisor has declared to me with his
own lips is nearest to his heart-—to ce-
ment the bonds of friendship between
Germany and England."

“You belleve, sir, that that is pos-
sible
. "l am convinced of 1t" was the
earnest reply. “1 do not know what
the exact nature of your work over
here {8 to be, but I am glad to have
fan opportunity of putting before you
my convictions. I believe that in Ber
lin the character of some of the lead-
ing statesmoen hero has been misun-
derstand and misrepresented. 1 find

all gldes of me an earnest and sin-

o desire for peace. 1 have con-

gle statesman in this country who s
desirous of war with Germany.”

Dominey was listening intently, with

the alr of one who hears unexpected
things.
& “But, your Hxcellency,” he ventured,
“what about the matter from our point
‘of viaw? Thore are a great many in
‘our eountry, whom you and 1 know
10f, who look forward to a wuar with
England as fnevitable, Germany must
become, we all belleve, the greatest
rempire {n the world. She must climb
there, as one of our friends once sald,
with her foot upon the neck of the
British [fon.”

“You are out of date,” the Ambass
ador declared earnestly. “I see now
why they sent you to me. Those days
Jhave passed. There {8 room in the
world for Great Britain and for Ger-
many. The disintegration of Russia
fa the near future s a certainty. It
18 eastward that we must look for any
Eleat extenslon of territory.” <
“These things have been decided?”
“Absolutely! ‘They form the soul
my mission here. My mandate is
# of peact and the more [ see of
glish statesmen and the wmore |
derstand the British outlook, the
wore sanguine I am as to the sucvess
of my efforts. This is why all this
outside esplonage with which Seaman
la so largely concerned seems to 1he
at thmes unwise and unnecessary.”

“And my own mission?” Dominey
enquired. ;

“Its nature,” the Prince replied, “ia
not as yet divulged, but if, as I have
been given to understand, it ‘s to he
come closely connected with my own,
then I am very sure you will presently
find that its next also is Peace”

Domitey rose to his feet, propared
to take his leave.

“These matters will be solved
ug,” he murmnured,

“There 18 just one word more, on a
somewhat more private matter.” Toern
lioff sald in an altered tone.
Princess Klderstrom is upstairs.”

“In this house?”

“Wadting for a woerd with you. Our
friend Beaman has been with her this
evendng. 1 understand that she .
content to subscribe to the present
{mtuatign. 8he makes oae condition,
however”

“And that?™

‘Bhe insists upon it that | present
Bir Everard Dominey.”

The latter did not attemp: to con-
gal bis perturbation

“l1 need scarcely point out to you

i+, he protested, “that any associa

n between the I’rincoss and mysolf
is Ifkely to largely inzreass the difli
culties of my position here.”

The Ambassador slghed

“1 quite appreciate that” ho ad
n'tted, "“Both Seaman and [ have oy
deavored to reasom with her, but, as
you are doubtless aware, the Prin
cesy ls a wowman of very stroug will
Bhe 18 also very powerfully piaced
here, and it is the argeat desirs of
the Court at Berlin to placate fn ey-
ory way the Hungarian nobility, You
will understand, of couarga, that |
speak from a political point of view
only. 1 cannot ignore t'o fact of your
unfortunate relatlons wici tha
Prince, but in consldering the present
position you will, I am sure, remem
ber the greater interosts.”

His vigitor was silent for a moment.

“You say that the Princess {4 walt.
ing here?”

“She is with my wife and asks for
your escvort home, My wife a's0 looks
forward to the pleasure of renewing

r acquaintance with you.”

‘1 shall accept your Exceilency's

idance in the matter,” Dominey de-

ded

The Princess Terniloff was a wo-
man of world culture, an artist, and
#till an extremely attractive woman,
She received the visitor whom her
husband brought to her lu a  very
charmdng little =oom furnished after
the style of the simplest French per-
fod, and she did her best to relievo
the straln of what she understood
must be a somewhat try:ng moment

“We are delighted to welgoma you
o London, 8ir Kverard Dominey.” ahe
said, taking his hand, “anl 1 hope that
we shall often see you here. | waut
to present you (o my cougln, who Is
interested In you, 1 must tell you
frankly, because of your lkeness to
# very dear friend of hers, Stophanie,
this is Sir  Everard Dowminey--the
Princess Elderstrom.”

Stephauie, who was seated upon the

ch from which her cousin had just
r , held out her hand to Domney,
i wude a very low and formal bow,
r gown was of unreleved black,

s
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with his cherublc air of inviting at-
tention from prospective new an-
g_mm-;.' He-greeted Dominey en-

Wonderful diamonds flaghed arcund
hec neck, and n‘: wore_alse &

after the Hungarian e,
A little low on her forehead. Her
munner and tone still indicated some
measure of rebellion against the sit-
uation.

“You have forgiven me for my in-
sletence this morning?’ she asked. “It
was hard for me to belleve that you
were pot indeed the person for whom
I mistook you.”

“Other peaple have spoken te me
ot the likeness,” Dominey replied. “Tt
s a matter of regret to me that I can
claim to be no more than a simple
Norfolk baronet.”

“Without any previous experience
of European Courts?”

“Without any at all.”

“Your German {s wonderfully pure
for an untravelled man.”

“Languages were the sole acvom-
plishment I brought away from my
misspent school days.”

“You are not going to bury yourselt
in Norfolk, Sir Everard?” the Prin.
cess Terniloff enquired,

“Norfolk is very near London these
days,” Dominey replied, “and I have
experienced more than my share of
solitude during the last few years. |
hope to spend a portion of my time
here,”

“You must dine with ue one night,”
the Princess insisted, “and tel! us
about Africa. My husband would be
80 interested.”

“You are very kind.”

Stephanie rose slowly to her feet,
leaned gracefully over and kissed her
hostess on both cheeks, and submit-
ted her hand to the Prince, who rals-

“,

'Come,” he exclaimed, “I am weary
of solitude! I have seem scarcely &
face that I recognize. My tongue is
parched with inaction. I like to talk,
and there has been no one to talk
to. I might as well have opened up
my little house in Forest Hill."

“I'l talk to you if you like,” Dom-
Iney promised a lttle grimly, glano
ing at the clock and hastily ordering
a whisky and soda. “I will begin by
telling you this,” he added, lowering
his tone. “I have discovered the
greatest danger I shall have to face
during my enterprise,”

*“What is that?”

“A woman—the Princess Rider-

Seaman lt one of his inevitable ci-
gars and threw one of his short, fat
legs over the other. He gazed for a
moment with an alr of satisfaction at
his small foot, neatly encased in
oourt shoes.

“You surprise me,” he confessed. “1
have considered the matter. I cannot
see any great difficulty.”

“Then you must be closing your
eyes to it wilfully,” Dominey retorted,
“or elsé you are wholly ignorant of the
Princess's temperament and disposi-
tion.”

“I belleve 1 appreciate both,” Sea-
man replied, “but I still do not see
any peculiar difficulty in the situation.
As an English nobleman yon have a
pertect right to enjoy the -friendship
of the Printess Elderstrom.”

“And 1 thought you were a man of

ed it to his lips. Then she turned to|Eentiment?’ Dominey scoffed. L §
Dominey. thought you understood a little of hu-
“Will you be so kind as to see meo|mMman nature, Stephanie Bldersfrom
home?’ she asked. “Afterwnsrds, my|is Hungarian born and bred. BEven
car can take you on wherever you|race has never taught her self-re-
choovse to go.” straint. You don’t seriously suppose
“I shall be very happy,” Dominey|that after all these years, after all she
assented, has suftered—and she has suffered

she s going to be content with an
emaculated form of friendship? I talk
to you without reserve, Seaman, She
has made it very plaln tonight that
she is going to be content with noth
ing of the sort.”

“What takes place between you in
private,” Seaman began-

He, too, made his farewells. A ser-
vant in the hall handed him his hat
and coat, and he took Kis placs in
the car by Stephanie’s side. She
touched the electric switch as they
glided off. The car was in darkness,

“I think,” she murmured, “that I
could not have borne .another mo-
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mand deposeits, and the actual deficit
was $6,086,000 as compared with $4,
276,000 last weelk.

Slowly meviving business
was forecast in the weekly traders
views, although transportation difyi-
culties and the credit situation still

activity
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WANTED!
30,000 HARVESTERS

fare frem SL John, via Valley Route, to Winnipeg $20.20. Half
a.cent per mile to points beyond.  Return; Half & cent per mil:
to Winnipeg, plus $25.00

Special accommodation for Women.
colonist s of latest design.
Box Lunch

CURSION DATES

For {nformatior
Trains, Ratos, Bt
A. L. GIBBS, City

Through Servic

New, comfortable ]

AUGUST 6th to 13th

ragarding Special
(pply to
Ticket Agent, St.John,
or
W. ROBERTSON, General Passenger
Dept, Moncton,
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i !‘:::m‘ tables, passenger fares, and all further information apply nearcst C anadian National
Ticket Agent or:
GENERAL PASSENGER DEPARTMENT, MONCTON, N. B.




