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watching the retreating figures for a few minutes, then Sq KtbeV she said, with a* toSnimuVu^h^i^SSit 

with the corner of the ever-coavenient apron pressed to the best you could do? These art nice, of course, but I 
either eye she went back to the neglected ham and r couldn't nave them sent up on the stage, you know. 

The minute Mt. Dolan came to the pump to wash, potatoes and hersomewhat impatient spouse. They look so-so ragged. What would people think?"
Mrs Dolan left the suxling ham and the half-mashed *' Well," queried Mr. Dolan, testily, "what did you Elsie’s glance involuntarily rested on a great cluster of

w...
woods and fields all the afternoon for ? ” she asked with •• i found out one thing, an* that is that Dave Harper is •« You're right, Elsie,” he said, huskily. “ These of 
a show of unusual interest. "Hillary says he quit the best hearted man the sun ever shone on. I’ve been mine don’t belong with them. I’ll put’em back in the 
niowin' riohf *w*v After dinner n* has been wanderin’ tbinkin’ as much for some time, an’ now I know it. The wagon, I ’lowed nothin' better than ’nemones an’ houey- P , ,nght *WSy ■fleT m°e. " , J. ™ only thing I’m sorry for is that Elsie*, got so uppish an’ euAle growed down this way, but I see I was mistaken'"
up an down through our woods an Mis Twiy s ever anip?y that she don’t half ’predate him. Mis’Treadway, David Harper went out to the wagon and laid his 
since. 1 lowed he must be threatened with another the woman she boards with in Abbottsville, says it's flowêrs back into the willow basket. Then he stood 
attack of rheumaliz an' was huntin' yarbs to fight it off." scandalous the way she treats him when he comes thfcre smoothing Ned’s glossy neck until Elsie came out.

Mr rvііяn numnnd the hi» tin basin full of snarklin* ,or her-juat as if she was ashamed of him. She teems - Here’s ypur ticket, father," she said. "
P p , * . . lief we to've forgot what a struggle he’s màde for her education, where the town hallis—that great building with the tower,

water aud treated his red face to a refreshing souse before an. j,ow mortgaged his little/arm, an’ everything, to four blocks down the s.reet. The usher ’ll show you 
answering -, Z get the money to put her through Abbottsville high where to go."

"No," lie said, at length, "it ain’t rheumatiz this school." „ . , . _ Why, ain’t I gbin’with you, Elsie ?" he quavered,
time Nnr verb* rither Flaie vradvates tonight an' All unconscious of these reflections on the filial duty " Oh, mercy, no, you couldn’t," she laughed. "Itip e Nor yarbs, cither, hls e grady atea tonight an ^ ШєІЄ| Harper proceeded at a steady. measured have to go with the girls. They’re going rouHd to the
he's been gatherin' a banquet o flowers to take *r. pec* toward Abbottsville. He was very happy. He dresdng-room with me to fix my hair and give me a few

Mrs. Dolan fiugered her apron strings nervously as was could remember but two days in hie whole life when he extra touches just before I go on the stage. Good-bye, 
her wont when excited or aroused to excessive feeling, had been quite eo happy. One was the dav l^e married Popsy. You'd better hurry."

Laud alive ! " she «claimad. , 'That's ». This і» E,J?''aJ?7‘'«: _5.‘, *7Up 1 *îîh ,cro^d. .th= ‘Ч««е a=d Assied
, .will it і *.i~.H He ha^ known a 8rfatdeal of sorrow and it may be that mernly down the street. David put his basket of flowersElsie s commencement night. I declare if I hadn t clean that made thoae thre€ feelivill dav8 ehow forth with вш1ег the ^ ^ and followed slowly along behind 

forgot all about it. Mis'Tracy was tellin’ me yesterday unusual splendor. To start with, he had seen Elsie's them. He was too loyal to Eldé to admit even to him
that she's been semlin’invitations to some o’ her folks, mother wooed and won by another. But .be loved her self that he was disappointed. If anybody had told him
Thr cm., D.« dowh ,h« road now. Г» goin' down SiÏÏWü
to the gate to see his flowers an hear what he a got to taken away from her, she came to him for comfort. Nevertheless, he coaid not deny that graduating was not
say. You set the ham back, Hi, so it won’t burn." she died while Elsie was still a very little girl. Her juat what he had expected it to be. But couldBlde help

Mrs. Dolan did not wAit to hear whether her husband brothers and sisters came to David then and offered to that? Had she made the social rules and regulations 
.equi.se. d in he, pun of new, gathering, or obj.cted to " V.ft^ro tn.Tr
it. She urew one coruer of her apron over her bead and happiness that he could not willfully resign the portion know better than to let his imagination run a wav "with 
went quickly down the path to the roadside. When Mr. ttÉ left him. He didn’t say much—it wasn’t his way— him and paint such beautiful pictures as he had bejin 
Harper came opposite the gate she raised her hand as a but one or (wo who had learned to divine the deep music reveling m for several days past, 
signal for him to stop, and he. surprised into prompt ofth^e The commencement impressed him a.

* .. „L. ... v:,„ Uke Elsie off hie hands would be a mortal blow, and a strange, beautiful dream. There were flowers, there
obedience, pulled hard on the lines and brought the big by common consent they desisted from further persuasion, were beautiful coatuhies, there was music, there were
bay horse to a standstill close beside her. So he and Elsie continued to live in the little

between home and Abbottsville. Mrs. Dolan stoodWhen Elsk Graduated.
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frame essaye and orations, there was applause. Through it all,
" Whoa, Ned," he said, in kindly tones that belied the boose that had been such a pleasant home for them. David Harper sat like one dazed; hearing, yet hearing 

vigorous see-sawinv on the bit " How do Mia’ Dolan They did their own house-keeping, for aickneas and death „ot, seeing, yet seeing not. And last of au came Bide-now,, you fclin' ? It'sa niée evenin', ain't it ? " ЙГЙ5Г ГіКіЙі/ «'"■ІЙ ^ M ЬÏS ££

*'Yes,” said Mrs. Dolan, "it is. lm pretty well, helped Elde sweep and Cook and wash and iron. In ahe had made her stiff curtay and commenced to speak,
Hiram tells me you’re goin’ to Abbottsville tonight, Mr. winter when she went to school the greater part of the he bowed his gray bead in nta hands and remained so
TrW',,,,, , , „ 'along firent.," h. always „id, U ^

The old mau s beatded lips peited with a pleased smile lo friendly inquiries. " Elsie’s smirt for her sge, an’ I wondered what he was thinking of. It is doubtful if
ami his pale blue eyes dan ced with delight.. "Yes, Mis’ learned such a big heap when mother was sick that David, himaelf, could have told her. There are times
Dolan, that's where I'm goin’," he said, proudly. "It'll houeekeepin’ cornea right handy to me now. when the earnest hopes, prayers and longings of the
be quite a sight, I ’low, to see Elsie an' all the rest of After.Elsie went away to Abbottsville to school he was heart can be put into words by none but God. 
cm gradyate Thcrr's ten of ’em all told, seven girls very lonesome. Ned, the horse, and Major, the doç, It was all over at last., The music ceased, the lights 

an’ three boys." were his only companions. He cooked and ate hie were out, and they were back in Mrs. Treadway’s parlor
The fond happy pride vibrant in his *>ft voice touched simple meals in silence, and at night when he went to bed, in the midst of the baskets and bouquets of floweiu with 

a tender chord in Mrs. Dolan's heart and the idle ourios- the awful stillness almost frightened him. But the which Elsie had been remembered, 
itv that had brought her down to the gate toget a glimpse glowing reports he had of Elsie's " smartness ” and her «« Won’t you stay all night with ua, Mr. Harper ? "

and hear a bit of gossip, w superseded by popularity, made anv sacrifice seem light, and be furn- asked Mrs. Treadway. " It is quite late and you have
a thrill of geutle sympathy. îehed her the needed funds and made the long trips to each a long drive home."

" Land ! ’’ she said, " it does me good hear you talk and from Abbottsville through fair weather and foul, as «« Oh, dear no, he won't stay," put in Elsie quickly, 
aboutit. I’d like to see’em, myself. I almost wish I she requested without a murmur. He felt that this was •* He won’t mind going home, will you, father? '*
'was goin’, too. My, but you must be awful proud of a duty ne owed to Elsie, for he'realized that in living "Oh, no," said he. "I won’t mind. Ned an’ I 
Elsie, Mr. Harper.""X alone and working as she had done, her life had been in alwavs rest better at home, anyway. How long will it

"I am,” said Mr. Hamper, clicking the tips of his a measure destitute of the common joys of girlhood. take you to get ready, Elsie ?"
heavy boots against the dash-board. "I am proud of And at last Elsie was to graduate—with honors. "Тжке me toget ready ! " echoed Elsie. "My good-
•er, Mis* Dolan. I'se right to be. Elsie’s all I’ve got. Because of this ahe was to have the valedictory she had пе8ві гш not going. Whatever put that into your head."
u’ she’s a mighty good little girl. See, I'm tàkin’ her told him David didn’t know just what valedictory was, " Seein’ ’s school’s oat, I thought mebbe you’d want 
Ibis posy. She let it out the last time I seen her tbat but he supposed it must be something very nice. Well, to," he faltered. "You ain’t been home for so long,
people that was her true friends would be expected to whatever It was, he felt sure that Elsie deserved it. you know."
give her a bouquet, or a book, or what not. I picked Dear Elsie. He would give her the flowers as a token of " I know. But the idea of your wanting me to go 
these this afternoon. It’s pretty airly for any o’the big, his love and pride. She had said she hoped everybody to-night, father !" said Elsie, crossly. "It’s so foolish
showy kinds o’flowers, but these is fresh an’sweet an’I would give flowers, she loved them so. Oh, happy he of you. I’ll get enough of the lonesome old place this
know they won’t have any nicer down Abbottsville way. was. summer without rushing off the minute school closes. I
Elsiejll lie kind’o s'prised an’tickled to see that I c’d The early May day had drawn to a close when David want to stay over for tne Alumni banquet Wednesday
get so many this time o'the year, I guess." Harper reached the place where Elsie boarded. He night.’,

A® Mr/Harper spoke he carefully removed the sheet bitened Ned to the post at the side of the bouse and " I could bring you back for that," he said, timidly, 
of heavy brown paperkhat was tucked over the top of the taking the flowers from the basket, he went up the steps. •« i told Mis’ Dolan you’d come back with me." 
little willow luiskct tyat sat on the £eat beside him, and Severaljrirla dreaaed in white were standing near the Well, 1 can’t, that’s all. I don’t see what it is to Mrs. 
took therefrom a bouquet of the early Spring flouera of door. They drew back as he approached and one of Dolan whether I come or not. I’m too tired to take that
the Ohio Valley. There were feathery leaves of the ten- them who evidently recognized him as Hide’s father, long ride tonight. Come over Thursday morning. Г11
der young fern, aud nestling amid their meshes a few said: **• be ready then."
delicate wood anemunee, violets, etar-cycd dsiees, butter- " Ju« come right on in. Mr. Harper, Elaie'. dreering. Rl,ie', rein, were throbbing and leaping with the
cups and a spray or two of honeysuckle aud spring ever- She 11 he ready in a minute ....................... excitement that thrill» any young girl on her graduationlasting. A piece of wet brown paper waa wraparound Thankee, he said. It don t matter. I can set olght, yet ^ was not so Lppy «*ahe had expected to
the stems amt held in place by thtek, yellow twine moat any place. ^ p„j,. adulation, triumphant succtsa were hers, but

" They ain't fixed nice as they might be, hesald.wlth He clutched the dainty, fragrant flowers tightly, and there was something lacking’Not even when ahe fell 
half-sbamed glance ^at the cumbersome wrappings, eat down in a quiet comer of the large parlor. The room uleep at last, was toe at rest. Over and over in her 
“ My fingers is stiff an' bunglesome an’I couldn't get was brilliantly lighted and prettily dressed women and dreams ahe saw her father sitting with his gray head
'em arrangent just nght. Anyhow I guess I ain't got giri, w,re hurrying to and fro. bowed in his hand» aa ahe had Ken him at the obmmeuce-
the best taste m the world. But Elsie can put cm “ They're makin’ a mighty big fuss about Elsie’s ment. Or, perchance, the scene changed and he was 
together sgam ,f they don t suit er. She a real handy he a^d " My, but I ought to feel glad to driving away, alone, in the moonlight, with tfte bouquet
about such things. see her made so much of by all these big bags." of rejected flowers on the seat beside him. And through
V 7he Ї tears ,К ,ГС, .1.П Mrs Pola" ! 7.7 7 But somehow, in spite of hi. joy, Darid £lt strangely it all Male waa cooadou. of feelmg very mieerable.
listened to Ins apedogy for the «rrangement of the fr^tle looely „d out of place in the gay ecene. No one spoke It waa about 4 o'clock in the mSrning when ahe waa
flowers that had been hunched awkward у together with w knoe him* but presently „ door wa. .wakened from thi. troubled .lumber By the sound of
° Wholesale disregard 0 the rules of art end bermony, opencd from aomewhere and a voice called out : men's voices uat outside her window.
an'd tir. Harper. That bouquet “ a ^?nr
is just as jwetty as can be. I've got some tulip, an' And then, in an inner room he saw E me She ws, «d one of them fa«tion»ly.
geraniums beginnin'to bloom au' 1 could give Von a atandtxgin a glareof light and waasurronnded by .bevy "IV. e«ly," replied Johnson I'm on my way
spray or two to put in with your flowers just as will « of langhing, timttenng girls. She looked out end the city with the m«k«ui'. I like to get . good sta 
not ouly they don’t need a thing to set ’em off. May nodded carrieaaly then went on with the finishing touches What are you doin' here in Abbottsville at this hour?" 
the, good Lord forgive me if I’ve ■iold ’ini something that beftoilct. By and by she came out tt> see him. " I’m just get tin’ home from the dtv," was the reply,
ain't so," she muttered under her breath, ‘ but I couldn’t „ " Why didn t you put your hat on the hall-tree, father?" «• been along here three hours earlier, but there waa
bear to hurt his feelings by telling him that his bouquet she asked, in greeting. ^ It doesn't, look - well to hold ad awful accident back at ten-mÜe bridge about
could be improved on. " Good-bye, . Mr. Harper," she it in your hand that way. hall past twelve, an* I stayed to help. A man, horse to*
added, as he began to shake the lines and urge the big For* a moment he did not answer. He was never a waggon went overboard. The horse is smashed into a
t;ay horse to " G’ up." " I won’t keep you any longer, demonstrative man, but that night he had meant to kiss jelly, but the man's still alive. He can’t last long, 
You’ve'got a long drive before уоц. I hope you’ll have her, and tell hCr how nice she looked in her stylish white though. Somebody recognized him as a farmer that lives 
a nice time tonight. I s’рове Ekie ’ll come home with drees, and how he scarcely recognized her as hie daugh- back hi the country some place, an' they've taken him 
you ter. But her unexpected reproof stunned him for a time. home. He'd been into town to the commencement last

" Yea, I s'pose she will. G’ up, Ned. Good bye Mis’ After a little he remembered his flowers and held them night. Horae must o’ jgot scared, I reckon, or mebbe the
Dolan. Г11 tell Elsie you asked about her." Up as a peace offering. » j .old chap couldn’t see. Folks has been petitionin’ the

In response to this last entreaty, Old Ned conscien- “ Here’s a bouquet I brought yovf Elde,"ihe said, commissioners for the last five years to put a railin’round 
U ou si у я roused himself and sought the middle of the "You wanted flowers,*you know: V/1 hunted<all over that bridge. Now that the mischief’s done, I s'pose 
road which stretched out into five dusty, yellow miles Tracy's an* Dolan's woods for those." Elsie looked at they'll dolt.”
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