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MESSHNCHR AND VISITOR.
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EALING.

Instant Relief, Permanent
Curv, Failure Impossible.
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EDUCATIONAL.

No system equals rapid writ-
ing for turning poor writers
into good ones in a short time.
Mr. Snell is its
Make no mistake,
for twelve

best teacher.
but send $2
lessons by mail.
Sample free.
S~eLy’s Busin
Windsor, N. 8,

HORTHAND

s COLLEGE,

thnmn(hly tlu{lhl by mall «r person-
all tute. SITUATIONS
BTENO-

procured for mpetent pupils
turnished business men, TY PE-
WRITING instruction and practice on all the
machines. Short:and and
vrlllna E:&plhl sand Jor Olveulars.
and Inatitute, 8t. John, N. B.

L

Sahhxth Sch-uk
BIBLE LESSONS,

FIRST QUARTER.
STUDIES IN THE BOOKS OF KINGS.

(Condensed from Peloubet's Notes.)

Lesson 1X. March 1. 2 Kings §: 25-37
THE SHUNAMMITE'S SON.
GOLDEN TEXT.

“The Fatber raiseth up the dead, and
quickeneth them."—Jobhn 5: 2|

EXPLANATORY

The various incidents of Elisha's life
recorded in Chapters [[1. to YIIL, seem
to have been ivserted among the records
of the kings from some ancient history
of his life. Very probably they are not
given in chrovological order, but from
the historical references at the begin
ning and the close, we infer that they |
belonged to the reign of Jehoram, king |
of Israel, the son of Ahab.

Praces.—(1) Shunem, now Solam, a
town in Issachar, about three and a half
miles north of Jezreel. (2) Mount Car
| mel. Probably near the spot where was
the famous contest between Elijah and
the prophets of Baal, and where God
answered by fire. Doubtless public wor
ship was held here on stated oceasions.

I. Tae SmoNaxmite AND uEr Works ov
Fairn, (1) She was rich, and used her
riches for the good of others. (2) She
was hearty in her benevolence. (3) She
reverenced goodness, (4) She threw her
influence on the right side. (5) Her
benevolence was thoughtful, judicious
and steady. (6) She was contented with
her lot. (7) She had great self-control.
(8) She had strong faith in God. (9)
She showed energetic action with passive
submission

Her Rawserp. (1) The presence of
such a person in & home is of itselfl a
great blessing, for he brings with him
the breath of heaven,inspiration, spiritual
life, inatruction, mental awakening. (2)

he received the d-mm of
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* | father was gathering in the harvest. Io

New York. |

her heart. Elisha sent his attendant to
ask her if she had any wish for aught
that the king or commanderin-chief
oould grant, for he had great influence st
court. She bad no such desire. But her
life was like the city of Jericho, beauti
ful for situation, but wanting in one great
blessing. She was childless. She longed
for a son. 'A Western woman can hard
ly realise how great a sorrow such mis
fortunes are to hér Eastern sister, A
son is affection, support, position. Elisha
promised from the Lord that within a
ear she should embrace s son. (3) She
bad heavenly rewards. She received a
prophet in the name of a prophet, be
oause he was a holy man (ver. 9), and
she received a prophet's reward (Matt,
10: 40-42). What was done for the
prophet was acoepted by (iod as done
to himself (Matt. 25:40). (4) Years
afterwards it was the means ot restoring
to her her home and property which had
been unjustly tahen from her during her
absence (2 Kings 8: 1-6).

I, Tux SHUNAMMITE AND THE TRIAL OF
nur Farrn,  In due time a son was born
into the home. He grew up to be four
| or five years old. He could not have
been muth older if this part of the story
| took plade during Jehoram's reign. But
the story may have begun then, but run
on to a later périod. One morning the
boy went out into the fields where his

| this valley which is today one of the
| richeat wheat lands on the wide globe
| he was taken suddenly siok. Considering
the symptoms and the season of the
year, there is little doubt that & sun
stroke was followed by inflammation of
the brain. | know by experience, says
Ihowson, that this valley glows like »
furnace 1n harvest time
sent home (o his mother, who held bim
tll noon, when he died. She took him
up to the little chamber on the roof snd
Inid lnm on the prophet's bed

25. “ Came unto the man of God.'
Elisha was a wan of God (a) because he
was God's representative and spokes
man he taught the people
about God; (¢) because he loved and
obeyed God. ‘ To Mount Carmel.” Six
teen or seventeen miles distant, The
distance would require tive or six hours
riding. “The man of God saw her afar
| off.” ~ Mt. Carmel on that side is oxceed
| ingly steep, and almost 1,600 feet high
| From the summit, near where the altar
of Jehovah swod (1 Kings 18: 30), Elisha
| 'could see a great distance.
| 26. “Run now.” Elisha knew that

only some matter of great importance
could bring the woman there. “Is it
well with thee ?”  Hebrew, Is it peacelto
thee? “And she answered, It is well.’
She said but one word, Peace. The cau
tious mother wishes to have no words
with the servant; it is his master that
she is in quest of. So she parries Gehaa
by the smple and customary salute,
Shalom |—that is,@Peace !

27. “To the hill.” Mt. Carmel. “She
caught him by the feet, etc.” The fall:
ing down, clasping the feet, etc., are ac-
tions witnessed every day in the East. I
o have bad this done to me often before 1

could prevent it. “To thrust her away.”
In his officious zeal, angry at the slight
towards him, ‘or deeming her touch de
filement, or her importunity excessive,
or such liberties beneath his mastor's
dignity. Beware lest thou treat harshly
sad souls 'who are overcome in grief, and
who seek help and consolation, and lest
thou thrust them away or judge them
hastily. Do not cause still more grief to
& bruised heart. So the disciples rebuked
the mothers who brought their children
to Jesus (Matt. 19: 13); and so the Phari
sees felt toward the sinful woman wko
anointed the feet of Jesus (Luke 7: 38,
39). “The Lord hath hid it from me.”
Ilis prayer for light had not yet been
answered. Often the Lord had told him
what was coming; but in this case He let
him learn from the suppliant herself, as
the best way for both.

The boy was

(&) because

28, “Did I desire a son.” You pro
mised me of your own sccord. | did not
entreat you for the blessing. Why then

should you allow the free gift to be
gollnd and thus deceive me with hopes
at have faded in their early dawn ?
20. “Then he ssid to Gebaz." His

| attendant, “Gird up thy loins.” In
srepnruion for ngumay This was
lone by tightening girdle, and tuck:

ing the mantie under it in such & manner

as 10 leave “And take my

staff.” 'The prophetio staft was problb.lr
lar shape or materi

tion of the person who bore it—being to
him, in his degree, what & sceptre was to
a king. Now, the authority of the owner
of such an official or symbolical stafl was,
and aven to thin day is, considered to be
as effectually delogated, for any ocoa
sion, 0 the person to whom it s en
trusted, sa it would be by & signet ring
“If thou meet any man, salute bim not.” |
The Jewish salutations, like thoss som
mon in the Orlent to-day, were elaborstely }
formal, and ocoupied 80 muoh time as to
be a serious hindrance when there was
reason for haste. It is aaid that & com. |
plete formal salutation between two |
persons may consume from one to three |
bours. *“ Lay my staff upon the face of |
the child.” Why did Elisha send his |
stafl by Giobaal, & messngo which failed |
of success ! He was probably engaged |
in religious services and teaching, whioh |
be felt he could not loave, M (wvon-r,
Elisha evidently sent his staff by his ser
vant with the expectation that 1 would |
be cffectual to raise the deal. He did|
not at first mean to go himself to Shu |
nem, and for that reason sent hia staff |
t0 supply the lack of his own presence
30, “1 will not leave thee." She bad |
great faith in Elisha, but little” in his
stafl. She wanted his presence, his per
sonal sympathy, and aid, He must be
there to aid, if the stafl failed,
was no time or strength to make another

heariog.” The application of the staff
was o failure. We nsk, Was not Elisha
partly to blame in this matter 7 Did he
send & staff where he ought to have gone
himself? I would instantly encounter
the inquiry with an indignant denial if !
did no: know Lhat some of us are doing
the same thing. Does any man here
send a guines when he ought to send a
life? Jesus Christ gave Himself, and
self-giving is the only true benefaction
and donation.

[1l. Erisua's PRAYER AND 178 ANSWER,
—Tur Praver. 83, “And shut the door.”
He prayed in secret, aud bis Father re
warded him openly. In secret he could
bost commune with God. So Jaceb
wrestled with the angel alope in the

night. “And prayed unto the Lord."
Ihe effectual fervont prayer of ‘the
righteous man, which availeth much,

The Lord does not allow great deeds to
be sccomplished without battles and
struggles, labor and perseverance. The
beat things of life must come through
prayer; for (1) Prayer brings us into
olose communion with God. (2) Prayer
answered leads to a realizstion of the
faoct that the good gift  comes from
God. (3) The value of the gift is en
hanced by the earnest seeking. (4)
Thus faith and love and patience and
spiritusl 1ife are increased, and the char
acter ennobled.

4. “And he went up and lay upon
the ohild, ete.” He used whatever
means wore in his power, though - the
means alone could never have brought
the child to fife. So James tells the
olders who pray with the sick, 10 also
anownt him with oil, one of the commoner
remedies of the day.

35, “Then he returned;” i. ¢, left the
bed. “And walked in thé house to and
fro.” The Revised Version inserts once

before to and fro, which is according to
the Hebrew. The exertion which he
had used, and the emotion and anxiety
he felt, would be overpowering. - Hepoe
the need for a change of posture. Elisha
did not leave the chamber but walked
from end to end of the room in which
the child lay. “The ohild opened his
eyes.” The second effort, supported as
it was, we may be sure, by repeated
prayer, obtains a gracious answer. The
dend ohild is brought to life. What
Elisha did after long etfort and prayer,
He who is Hiaself the resurrection and
the life did with a single word (John
11: 43; 5: 25),

37. “She fell at his feot.” Her first
aot, even before taking up her son, was
one of gratitude. I'te resurrection of
the dead to life (1) taught that there is
& life separate from the body: that death
does not end all. (2) Henoe it brought
the realities of heaven to view. Even
in those days there were glimpses and
foregleams of the immortality, That
life 1s vory nirrow and hopeless which-
sees nothing beyond the gate of death

The friendship of the prophet and the
Shunsmmite, now newly cemented, was
unbroken through the lapse of years.
Warned by him of an impending famine,
she withdrew from the Yuntl for seven
years. On her return she received back
her forfeited lands for his sake and the
wiracles (chap. 8: 1-6).

PRACTICAL SUGGRSTIONS.

1. The true servant of God is ready to
help every kind of need. Thus he ex
presses the goodness and love of his
God.

2. According to our faith will it be
done unto us, the faith being shown by
works.

3. God will fill every vessel we bring.
But, if we bring full vessels, full of con-
ceit and pride, he can’t fill them. We
must bring empty vessels, and then God
will fill them with His grace.

4. God helps us by increasing what we
have. ;So Jesus multiplied the loaves
and fishes which the disciples obtained.

5. True hospitality is a great blessing,
and full of rich rewards. Thereby some
have entertsined angels unawares.

6. The guest should be careful to
make his presence agreeable and wel
come, as the host is expected to make
his home.

7. There is some crook in every lot;
some¢ fly in the precious ointment of
every life.

8. Ver. 30 is &, model of importunate
prayer. So Jacob said to the angel,
“1 will not leave thee till Thou bless
me.”

9. Ver. 3. All forms and means in
unworthy hands are ineffectual. Prayer
from a bad heart, gifts from an unsym
pathizing and selfish soul, are of little
avail.

10. No other man can do your work.

11. Sometimes the efforta and plans of
good men are failures. But it is only to
test them, and prepare the way for larger
suCoess.

12, Vers, 32, 85.
must go togother.
proofs of faith.

13. Successful work for others roquires
the personal contact of heart with heart,

and life with life. The “tele hone
p " of Looking Backware
never be effective preaching.

14. Our gratitude should be as rich

Prayer and means
Both of them are

of some partioul
| which indicated the suthority and func,

snd full as the for which we are
grateful. The gifts of God should ever
bind us to the Giver.

| very

[
|
for there ;
1
|

)1)0‘11(-
3! But there was neitlrer voice nor |

Had Enough of Cowboy Life.

It was & warm winter day.
was moist enough to roll good. Hadley
and Ray had just inished making a splen-
did snow-man, when Neighbor Henries
coame up the mth

Neighbor H‘ enries lives upou a large
oattle ranoh in Texas every summer, and
he bad come to say good-bye, for he was
going thore the next week. He nat by
the oped window, snd told paps stories
of & “cowboy's " life el Hadley wished
he could go with him,and be a “cowboy”
too.

“ Well, maybe you oan, if you learn to
use the lasso,” and Neighbor Henries’
oyes twinkled, “Got a good rope
handy ?

Hadley soon found one, and the lesson
bogan. He was an apt scholar, and soon
he could throw the noose over things

nioely —if these things did not
move

“ Now try you skill on that heifer, my,
boy,” and Neighbor Heories pointed to'
ssleck twoyearold heifer whioh stood

| near the barn chewing her cud content-

| edly.’

All right 1" and young Hadley crept

{ up behind ber like & young Indian. He

coiled the rope and threw it. It .emed'
fairly over the shopt white horns of the
heifer, and the fun be Plucky Had
ley held on s hard as he could, and away
they went-—a frightened heifer at one
end of the rope and s frightened boy at
the other.

“Ha, ba, ha! That looks like Texas,
only we haven's the anow to make a soft
plage to land in!" lsughed Neighbor
Henries.

How the snow did fly! The heifer
bellowed, and Hadley yelled as she
dragged. him along, and the mad race
went on until Hadley's breath was very
nearly gone, then it ended in a sudden
way. The heiter ran close to a high,
steep bank, as if she was going to leap
over it.

Hadley ]“f the rope, but hewu
going so last he could not sto
plunged over the bank and out OF nl;ht
in the huge snow-bank at the bottom. It
took both papa and Neighbor Henries to
dig him out, and when he was safe
onoce more \eu;hbcr Henries said :

“ A pretty ‘cowboy ' you'd make, my
lad! You'll have to stay at home awhile
longer yet.”

“[ mean to!" said Hadley, promptly
“1 don't want to & ‘cowboy.! I
wouldn't if I could'as well as not. ' I'd
rather be—['d” rather be the President
of the United States!"— Daughters of
America.

e —
Minard’s Liniment cures bnr'etln Cows

— Colonel Yerger: lmk hare, Sam,
my cigars disappear very mysteriously.
I am afraid you— Sam Johnsing—No,
sah; you are mistaken. I has a whole
lot of tinecigars stowed away in my trunk.
from de gennerman I libbed wid before
you hired me.— Texas Siftings.

A S

— Captain John R. Hire, of schooner
Lillian, says: * [ was uuﬁermg with ‘in-
flsmmation of the chest, brought on by
exposure at sea. Took a good supply of
Puttner's Emulsion, which perfectly car-

me. It has given me a new set.of
lungs."

e e e

— The man who raised 974" bushels of
potatoes on one acre this year passes the
Vanderbiits with a faint nod of recogni:
tion.— Lowisville Courier-Journal.

——e o

— “I have used Ayer's Pilla for the
past 30 vears, and am satisfied I should
not be alive to-day if 1t had not been for
them. They cured me of dyspepsia when
all other remedies failed.”-—T. B. Bonner,
Chester, Pa. Ayer's Pills are sold by all
druggists.

- The kind hearted women of Marien

burg, Prussia, have agreed to her r
permit their m. friends t et them
without uncov ads in stormy

weather.
-

The snow |

NOTHING LIKE IT.

R. JOAB SCALES, of Toronto, writes: * A short time ago

I was suffering from Kidney Complaint and Dyspepsia,

Sour Stomach and Lame Back; In fact, I was completely
prostrated and suffering intense pain. While in this state a friend
recomnmended me to try a bottle of Nerthrop & Lyman's Vege-
table Discovery. I used one bottle, and the permanent manner
in which it has cured and made a new man out of me Is such
that I cannot withhold from the propristors this expression of
my gratitude.”

WONDERFUL CURES.

R THIRTY YEARS, — Mrs. L. Squire, Ontario Steam Dye

Works, Toronto, says: * For about thirty years I have doctored

for Liver Complaint and Dyspepsia without getting any cure.
I then tried Northrop & Lyman's Vegetable Discovery, and
the benefits I have received from this medicine are such that 1
cannot withhold this expression of my gratitude. It acts Imme-
diately upon the Liver, and its good effects are noticed at once.
As a Dyspepsia remedy I don't think It can be equalied.”

INDISPUTABLE
EVIDENCE.

ARDENED AND ENLARGED LIVER. — Mrs. H. Hall,

Navarino, N.Y., writes: * For years I have been troubled

with Liver Complaint. The, doctors sald my Liver was
hardened and enlarged. I was troubled with Dizziness, Pain in
my Right Shoulder, Constipation, and gradually losing flesh all
the time. All food soured on my stomach, even with the closest
attention to diet. I was under the care of three physiclans, but
did not get any relief. A friend sent me a bottle of Northrop &
Lyma) Vegetable Discovery, and it affords me much pleasure
to inform you that the beneflt I have received from it is far beyond
my expectation. I feel batter now than I have done for years”
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PIANOS and ORGANS

BY THE GREATEST MAKERS.

Don’t fall to wnite or eall for prices, and wi'l save you
money and be sure of a firjt-class instrament, CASH OR EASY TERMS,

i
Agricultural Journal

Garden -and Orchard,
Bees and Honey,
Poultry and Pets,

Farm and Field,
Sheep and Swine,
Horses and ‘Cattle,

—It'ssomotimes said patent medi

are for the ignorant. The doctors toster
this ides. “The people,”. we're told,
“are mostly igoorant when it comes to
medical science.” Suppose they ‘are!

What a sick man needs is not knowledge,
but a cure, and the medicine that cures
is the medicine for the sick. Dr. Pierce's
Golden Medical Discovery cures the “do
believes” and the ““don’t believes.”
There’s no hesitance about it, no “ if”
nor “ possibly.” It says—*[ can cuse
you, only do as I direct.” Perhaps iv
fails occasiopally. The makers hear of
it when it does, because they never keep
the money when the medicine fails to do
good. Suppose the doctors wemt on that
principle. (We beg the doctors’ pardon.
It wouldn't do!)

Choking, sneezing and every other
form of catarrh in the head, is radically
cured by Dr. Sage’s Catarrh Remedy.
Fifty cents. Sold by druggists every-
where.

-

\weot Innocence: You see, baron,

my papa gives me a book every birth

day. “Ah{ you must have already quite
a library. —Fliegende Blatter.

- ¥
Minard’s l.lnllel Lumberman’s Friend

Mrs. Brown of Sydney Mines, testifies that
her son was carried from the pit unable to
move, from acute rhenmatism. After using
6 bottles of MINARD'S LINIMENT, he was
able t0 g0 to werk and has been well ever
since
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