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Shall We Hold An

If So, Where and When, and How Shall We
Finance [t?

Letters and personal interviews from Socialists in many parts of
the country are urging the necessity of calling a convention of the
S.D.P. of C. to meet at the earliest possible date.

The desirability and necessity of a convention is admitted by all.
Many problems have developed under war conditions that are calling
for consideration and action. Many others are sure to present them-
selves as soon as peace arrives, which will need the Party's very best
thought, if it is to fulfil its historic mission among the nations of the
world during the transition period.

Is a National Convention Feasible at This Time?

The problem of financing a national convention with delegates from
East afid West, meeting at seme central point, is the one big barrier
standing in the way of a convention at this time. Naming a place,
setting a date, and alloting the proportion of delegates, and listing an
elaborate number of subjects in an agenda ,tbr discussion, will be an
easy matter when once the financial problem is solved. A Domlné
convention with delegates from East and West to some central point
for deliberation in a national convention, with delegates from all the
provinces and: foreign language locals, is most desirable, and the only

kind of a convention which can adequately meet the situation and

deliberate’ mtelligently on the many problems that affect the whole
country
" Provincial L‘onvenﬂons Suggested. -
’l‘he Socialists of Guelph and some otheis points are advocating - the
holding of a provincial cenvention "of Ontario Socialists. If it is found

: impossible to finance a Dominion convention, it would be much more

effective and satisfactory.

A new Dominion Executive Committee has just been elected in
Toronto and also a new Ontario Provincial Executive Committee. These
committees -are now del'ibe\mting on the best means of meeting the
situation, and will no doubt reach a conclusion and present plans of
action, to be announced in the Forward in the very near fu

Many difficulties present themselves, which may not be "plain to
comrades in some of the locals who are not conversant with all the
facts in the case. Chief among these is the relentless persecution of
active Sopcialists by the Jingoes, who are now riding roughshod all over
Canada, outside of Quebec.

Our- Dominion Executive Secretary, Comrade Bainbridge, is now
serving time at the Jail Farm at Richmond Hill for publi_shing certain
articles in the Forward, which the “powers that be” have construed
by a desperate torture of the facts and the law to be seditious. We
have not yet given up the legal fight to have him released, and the
latest arguments of the attorneys on points of law are now under con-
sideration of the Appellate Judge, and a decision is expected any day
and -is long "overdue. Comrade Wetzel, the Provincial Secretary of
Saskatchewan, has recently been arrested, and to secure his release
the Provincial office has had to be closed and a promise made that
further propaganda from that quarter shall cease.

State Capitalism Arriving.

Conditions, economic and industrial, engendered by the war and
the stupid, somsh'greediness of thercapitalists as a class, is now laying
bare the inherent weakness of the capitalist system and demonstrating
its impotency to meet the present crisis and the morée serious ones that
all thinking men and women of all classes see approaching after the
war reaches its final stages.

.The result, as now apparent, will be that economic and social con-
ditions will necessitate a swift transition from capitalism to state
Socialism, or what Socialists generally designate as “state capitalism.”

No Other-Way Out.

State Socialism now appears to be the road over which the workers
of most countries are destined to travel for sometime to come. The
big capitalists are wise enough to see that the old game played by gxe

d methods is up. Their tactics from now on will be to unload their
wate@, stock  onto the various governments and leave themselves in
the position of coupon clippers of government bonds instead of direct
profit takers. 2 ’

If the wllers and wealth producers are to get any benefit during
this tnnsltlon period, it will be ‘because they understand what is hap-
.pening and are pxepured to fight for their interests by every political
.Q‘d -industrial mn at their command.

-D.P. of C. Convention?

(ant;nuod on page two,)

JUST PUBLISHED

“The most Sensational Book
of the War”

N\ If Napoleon, when he had just returned from Elba, had
written a book telling the world what aims and aspirations
were guiding his epoch-making manoeuvres; if before sign-
ing the Emancipation Proclamation, Abraham Lincoln had
caused to be published a startling exposition of his policies,
which perplexed even those closest to-him, how many mil-
lions. of people would have bought copies of those books?

The Bolsheviki

AND

World Peace

BY
With an introduction by Lincoln Steffens,

the man who knows and understands him

is the most important and sensational book of the war! It
opens the eyes of the war-ridden world to the real aims and
aspirations of the Bolsheviki and the remarkable man who
wrote it. The man, who six months ago was living in a
Bronx tenement, who is now paying off old furniture bills
and small loans made to send him back to Russia,

IS ‘THE ONLY MAN IN THE WORLD WHO OB.
TAINED A DEFINITE STATEMENT OF PEACE TERMS
FROM THE MILITARY MAD AUTOCRATS OF PRUSSIA.
—History will perhaps place the name of Trotzky along-
side that of Lloyd George and Woodrow Wilson.

This book proves what the leading English and French
publications wow acknowledge, what our own editors now
realize—that TROTZKY wants WORLD PEACE, not a
separate peace—that the BOLSHEVIKI are ANTI-PRUS-
SIAN — ANTI-HOHENZOLLERN — ANTI-HAPSBURG.
Trotzky tells in this book how he would make the world
SAFE FOR DEMOCRACY. He says: ‘‘Russian freedom
must not be had at the expense of Belgium or France.”
“Every Natlonalxty must, have the right to determine its
own destiny.”’

$1.50 PER COPY (Postage Paid).

THIS ORDER FORM BRINGS THE BOOK BY
RETURN POST. ;
‘THE MUSSON BOOK CO., Limited, Publishers, Toronto.
Enclosed find $.......... o SRy copies
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