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We shall not find our duties 50 hard as at first sight they may sppear, if we strive to put our
confidence upon God. Our aim should be to seek only the highest food for the little girls. Teach
them th imitate God im seeking to bless others, and to follow the law of kindness. Their love of know-
ledge increases every day. Friendship at school will be to them like & flower in a desert, and they
will appreciate it like some dry and thirsty land rejoicing in ashower. Point out to them their errors,,
and encourage Yhem to avoid them in futnre.
The Belleville Institution seems a pnru,dise for these little ones. A téacher may amuse them with
simple stories which will at the same time teach them useful lessons, always remembering that young
uld not be overtaxed: Continuous ‘recapitulation will fasten the lesson on the memory.
Little by litlle may be taught the ‘‘Lord’s Prayer” and the Commandments, I think it is the duty
of each teacher to endeavor %0 lead the pupils to Him who made a little child the object of instrue-
tion, and therefore be sure and early impress the idea of a God, and His constant care and love for
those who love Him. This can be easily done, and would fix ideas in their young minds that could
never be eradicated. If this is attended to, it will be very little trouble for, the teacher to get her
upils to be polite, obedient, thuthful, honest and noble, and, indeed, prove ¢ blessini $0 themselves
and toothers al iok it is a teacher’s duty to teach her pupils the neceksity of behaving well ab
ect due to all older than themselves. A resident teacher can

the table, t) be sure to P&
do this pfich better than one who is net always with thew.
MECHANICAL PURSUITS FOR DEAF MUTES.
- By Wu. NURSE.

There are few whom fortune has so favoured as to obliterate the necessity of their doing some
uscful lab_ur, either with the hand or brain, It is by industry we g in success ; without it allisa
failure. -Work is not by any means degrading ; the greatest men ot“{Xl ages have all been ehrnest
workers, each in their own particular sphere. Work promotes health. ha.?ineaa. and leads to a life
of usefulness, elevation and progression: It is the physical means by which human beings provide
for the needs of their existence; and deaf-mutes, objects of pity and charity as many think them to
be, are no exception. They also must add their quota of labour for their own good and the good of
the universe. There are man mutes who trade on their misfortune and extort a living from those
charitably inclined; this shou! d not be so. Generally only those who know but little of deaf-mutes,
consider them below the status of others in the ability to gain a livelihood. Those connected with
our institution, and in constant cantact with them, look at them in a different light They see daily
evidence that in all labour requiring strength of limb, brightness of eye, correctness of judgment, and
ower of construction, the average deaf-mute is the equal, and often the superior, of many others
possessing all their facultics, and as such they are res onsible; and the success which attends and
crowns honest labour is as attainable by them as b ut{;ers.

The question which many parents having deaf-mute sons are asking themselves is, ““What shall
our song do?”  There are two employments which probably engage more than one Half of the people—
one is agriculture, or farn work; the other is mechanical industry.  Either of the-e two are open to
deaf-mutes. The one affords most of the material for food and ¢l ‘thing; the other prepares it for use;
and for the time and money spent in acquiring a knowledge of them and the capitat required to carry
thens on, there are no branches of labour that will give as good Teturns, or lead to such general suc-
cess, as these two. Among the different mechanical arts which experience’ has shown ma; be worked
suceessfully by the deaf-mute, are the printing, carpentering, shoemaking and bookbinding trades.
0Of these, printing and shoemaking appear, from the majority engaged in them, to be the most suita-
ble. In bhese an | othef vocations, there are now hundreds of mutes en, aged heartily, and successful-
ly, enjoyingthe confidence of their employers and supporting themselves in comfort, and in many
onses the families dependent upon therr.

The obstacles in the way of mutes acquiring a trade by the same methods a8 pursued-by those
1ot similarly afflicted are 5o great that few employers care to take them under instruction] Those
interested in their edncation are alive to this fact, and the pupils of all the leading deaf-mute insti-
tutions in the world now possess opportunities not only for egucating the mind to reason. bub also to
train the hand to skilful employment. The object of many employers is to get as much work and

Emﬁt out of thair apprentices as possible, their improvement being only a secondary consideration ;
1t in the institutions the reverse is the ru'e. The improvement of the mute is placed before all
other advantages. Heis entrusted with work to ractice upon, even at the risk of his spolin‘f it, or
making it ealeable o 1ly at or below cest, surrounded by congenial companions, untrammell d by the
bonds of upprenticelhip, under instructors alive to the wants, and familiar with their language and
habits, it will be seen that the mute has many advantages not_possessed by others similarly circum-
stanced. There are, of course, some unfitted by mental capacity or health for nuccudi!:g, ut these
are few, In general those who fail to do so from faults to which they themselves might a.gply a
remedy—either an idle propensity or a lack of energy and perseverance, 50 that the mute with good
health and average mental capacity who fails to fit himself for some useful calling, after enjoying the
mdvanbnﬁe of our Institute, is not an ﬂect of pity but rather of censure, Carlyle says *the sad-
+ dest sight on earth is a man able and willing to work, yet eding and vainly king employment.”
This may be sad, but sadder far is the spectacle of men seeking work in vain. net because they knew
it how to do it.  But he who has prepared himself for a trade, however humble, is in & maunner in-




