
to be outlawed as “fascist'’by communist doctrine; that all other rights are 
a word which once had a clear, if dread meaning in the dictionary of despotism, 
but which now has become blurred by its abuse to cover any person or any 
idea of which communism does not approve.

Position of Canada
So far as the position of Canada in regard to the maintenance and extension 

of human rights is concerned, we shall, in the future, as we have in the past, 
protect the freedom of the individual in our country where freedom is not only 
a matter of resolutions but also of day-to-day practice from one end of the 
country to the other.

The freedoms to which I refer have developed in Canada within the frame­
work of a system of law derived both from statutes, and from the judgments 
of the courts. We have depended for the protection of the individual upon 
the development of this system rather than upon general declarations. Because 
this method is in accord with our tradition, we shall continue to depend on it 
and to expand it as the need may arise. While we now subscribe to a genenl 
statement of principles such as that contained in this Declaration, in doing so 
we should not wish to suggest that we intend to depart from the procedures 
by which we have built up our own code under our own federal constitution 
for the protection of human rights.

Rights of Provinces
In this regard, there is a.special circumstance which applies to Canada. 

When some of "the articles of the Draft Convention were adopted in committee 
the Canadian Delegation abstained, explaining that the subject under, 
sidération was in some of its important aspects within the field of provincial 
jurisdiction in Canada. I wish to make it clear that, in regard to any righ.^ 
which are defined in this document, the federal government of Canada does 
not intend to invade other rights which are also important to the people of 
Canada, and by this I mean the rights of the provinces under our federal 
constitution. We believe that the rights set forth in this Declaration am 
already well protected in Canada. We shall continue to develop and maintain 
these rights and freedoms, but we shall do so within the framework of our 
constitution which assigns jurisdiction in regard to a number of important 
questions to the legislatures of our provinces.

Because of these various reservations on details in the Draft Declaration, 
the Canadian Delegation abstained when the Declaration as a whole was put 
to the vote in committee. The Canadian Delegation, however, approves and 
supports the general principles contained in the Declaration and would not 
wish to do anything which might appear to discourage the effort, which it 
embodies, to define the rights of men and women. Canadians believe n 
these rights and practise them in their communities. In order that them 
may be no misinterpretation of our position on this subject therefore, the 
Canadian Delegation, having made its position clear in the committee, wi 1, 
in accordance with the understanding I have expressed, now vote in favour 
of the resolution, in the hope that it will mark a milestone in humanity s 
upward march.
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