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Little Baptiste Describes an
Explosion of Dynamite in,
Early Days of Railroad Con-
struction and What He Did
When Qne of His Friends
Was Killed.

‘By Edward J. Moore.

“Eet was shore an awfu’ cr-vack,”
sald little Baptiste, Tather gleefully,
it must be confessed, describing the

explosion. f
“An’,” continuing, as if revelling in

the mental picture he was recalling,

“she blew de two- of ’em: into—wat
you boys call ‘em—smithermaree'.
We foun’ plece Ole’s pants lguck on
tree ‘ctoss ‘'da lak an’ part | Paddy’s
arm on da cookhouse roof. Beeg Yim,
she joost wen’' up da air an’ ¢omes
down deat.” ¢ J
Accidents were very frequent in ‘the
early days of work onm the line of the
Grand Trunk Pacific, Canada’'s newest
transeontinental. particularly in. the
rocky section in the Rainy River Dis-
trict_of QOnutario. The navvies em-
ployed were either exceédingly ig-
norant of the.properties of dynamite
or else, thru familiarity, treated
it with little of the reéspect most of
us hold for such a powerful agent.
Week after week brought stories of
fatalities, until the matter was brought
prominently before the house of com-
mons at Ottawa, and provision made
for more careful supervision of the
bl%:lng operations-on railway work.

e Incident, an actual one by the |

way, introduced above, is typical of
many of these accidents and yet pre-
sented developments well worth while
recalling for .its mixtyre of the grue-
some and the ridiculous.

The story came to the writer as it
was told to a group of engineers at
a divisional point camp some weeks
after the accident. -

One morning in the early months of
1908, a small party from a sub-con-
tractor’s camp, at a point some fwenty
miles west of Kenora, wa§ preparing
for a -large blast, when, for some un-
explained reason, the explosion oc-
eurred prematurely, killing three men,
two Swedes and an Irishman, out-
right. ;

The government regulations in such
accidents, it seems, required that the
bodies of the vietims be taken before
the nearest coroner for purposes of
examination.  In. this case, since the
circumstances prevented the transpor-
tation of more than one of the vie-
tims, it was decided; after some con-
sultation, that lttle Baptiste Meras, 1
the French-Canadian.man-of-all-work
about’ the camp, should be the mes-:
sénger.. . -.. - s * :

The accident occurred about 9 a, m.,«ran_d .crossed himself,

blit by the time & spare horse and
vehicle had been secured .it was mid-
afternoon, . In ' the . meantime a
rough wooden box had been knocked !
together and all that remained of .Big!
Jim—a good deal, by the way, since
he stood six feet four and weighed
two HNundred and. fifty—was. dumped
without much ceremony into the
make-shift casket and placed on the
snow outside the camp.

About four o'clock, when Baptiste
appeared with a none-too-well-broken
broncho: hitched to one of those pe-
culiar vehicles  “k nown in French
Canada as a “pung” the box and its
gruesome contents were picked up by
half ‘a dozen pairs of stalwart arms,
slid into the bottom of .the sleigh,
and . the peculiar funeral cortege
started off thru the snow for ‘Kenora
and the coroner. :

For the first half of ‘the journey
maters progressed quite uneventfully.
Baptiste was not much of a driver.
He had been in the lumber woods as
a boy but knew more about river-
driving than horses. Still the bron-
cho behaved very fairly, and, happy
in anticipating the unaccustomed
pleasure of an evening in town, Bap-
tiste was quite contented. He had to
fling his arms about to keep warm,
tho, for. at that season the tempera-
ture dropped with the sun. It had
been well below zero all day.

About sim o'clock, when it began to
get really dark in the woods, the road |
led out of the base of a long rocky |
rise with an open space half a mile !
wide. Here Baptiste began to have
trouble, for the road, which ran along
everywhere in about four feet of snow,
was badly drifted.

The pung traveled badly over the
pitch holes, rocking and tossing like
a lake tug in a choppy sea. This all|
reflected on the broncho, which got |
ugly in.its turn and for ten minutes !
Baptiste had all he could do to keep
the outfit on an even keel Then they

;Oityu b : '
are charged w '»hn?m'

conspiracy to violate federal laws and

w!tt‘:vd’dlnf in an il transportation

of dynamite and -glycerine . on

passenger 'trains. d
ek s l:::%r Not on Trial.

After stating the substance of the
various offences’ charged and men-
tioning the ndtion-wide strike of the
ironweorkers’ union, which, the gov-
ernment charged, was the motive for
100 explosions. on the wark of con-

‘| tractors who refused to recognmize the

union, Judge Anderson, in his instruc-
tions, said: ! .

‘3;:. was not unlawful for the struc-
tural ironworkers. to organize the
union to which they belong, It is not
unlawful  for the defendants to be
members of that or any other labor or-
ganization. Men have the right to yse
their combined power thru such orga-
nizations to advance their interests in
any lawful way; but they have: no
right to use this power in violatien ot
the law. Organized labor is not -on
trial here, -nor is the right of labor to
organize, but members of labor orga-
nigations owe the same obedience to
the law, and are liable to the same
punishment for its violation, as per-
sons who are not members of such or-
ganization. 3

; Only Ong Issue.

“The defendants are not on trial for!
causing the various explosions, and
the consequent loss of life and pro-,
perty thruout the United States, shown
by the evidence, They are on trial for
the crime charged in the indictment, |
namely, the illegal transportation of
explosives. Circumstances surround-
ing them were permitted to go in evi-
dence before you because they tend ‘to |
show the community of purpose, the,
concert of mind and action, which is|
an ‘essential ingredient of the offences
charged, and they should be consider-
ed by you upon tha‘ issue alone.”

of this plan. He had no knowledge of
how far ‘back Big Jim’s corpse lay.'
It mightibe a mile or only a few dozen '
feef. Surely ‘the spirits of the dead;
man _had been outraged enough now
without risking backing the pung and
Horse tverhim,

Baptiste:was in a quandary. For a
minute or two hethought while his
teeth began: to chatter. Then he
seemed ‘48ee a_ .solution. He led,
the broncbfg:,m spite "6f violent pro-
testations . fr the animal, -“thirty |
yards further %o 2. point where a big'
Jack-pine jutted out close to the road,
and there tfed the beast securely.
Then, with many misgivings but with
a creditable spirit of do-or-dieness, he |
wallowed around in the deep snow to
the back of the pung and started off

down the back traill with' his eyes
glued intently on-the roadside.
At ordinary timés Baptiste - would

go thru the bush at midnight, sing-
ing. This time, however, he hadn’t
‘the spirit for any such cheer-produc-
ing procedure. Once a rabbit jumped
across suddenly in front of him, and
with a gulp of fear he jumped back
A little further
on a’tree branch at . “the . roadside
snapped, and Baptiste put his hand
to his belt for his sheath knife. Once
he stopped fo call for heip. In an
instant his shout rebounded from the
rocky ledge and the woeds in an un-
earthly echo, which seared him even
worse.
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It was a little lighiter when hé came
to the edge of the woods and he was
able to make . better progress. Still,
80 far as he could see, there was no
sign of the lost cargo. A couple of .
hundred yards further on, however, |
he found the box. He went back a |
quarter of a mile further, then re- |

making it impossible to be sure of|
anything. ‘Suddenly he jumped back
with his heart in his mouth. There
to one side, Big Jim’s feet were stick-
ing up out of a drift. What
caught his. eves was the red socks
turned up over his pants above ‘the
shoepacks. The body itself had sunk
out of sight.

It was no small task for the lttle
Frenchman, wiry as he was, to get .
the body -back on the road. And once
there, what was he to do with it?
We'll let him tell a Iittle of the story
himself as he told it that it that night
to the engineers. l

“He lle dere in de road wit* hees
eyes open lookin’ to me. I couldna’
leave him *c’est ce pas. Would re-
member hees eyes all me life. Try
to, put heem on;ma bac’ to draw Leem,
so0—but da snow too sof’, hees head
senk ‘in. What T do? Vite, T think,
shee’'s froze steef. 1 can turn heem
up, -an’ so—"” with descriptive ges-
tures, “me, I got heem to da pung.”

Was ever a more peculiar method
of human transportation - invented?
Over and over, time after time, Bap-
tiste ®urned the body of the big
Swede, grunting with the effort each
time he up-ended him, and with the
perspiration running from his fore-
head_-in the frigid atmosphere of the

got into another patch of brush where |
the going was easier, and the driver
pulled up his coat, sat back on . his
board seat, and began thinking of the
warm bar-rooms in Kenora.

Suddenly it came to him that the
pung was traveling lighter than it
had done, and looking around he was
horrified to see that the box of the
Jlieigh Wwas empty. He had lost Big

m.

Back at the camp, with a dozen men
around and in full daylight the situ-
ation would have been one Baptiste
could joke over. Here, alone,
woods, and in darkness, it was not
pleasant. The little Frenchman,
tho sore at heart, "had his share
of the superstition of his race, and
things began to appear rather creepy
to him.

He stopped the broncho, thought
over the situation for a moment, and
then tried to turn the animal arouna.

All efforts with the reins failed.
Ordinarily -hearty swearing would
have had some effect, but by this time
Baptiste was getting too frightened

for that so this accustomed form of
prod couldn’t be utilized. Next he
jumped from the sedt, sank to his

walst in the snow at the side of the
road, and plowed his way to the ani-
mal's head. His attempts to lead
the beast around were likewise un-
availing. The broncho had been well-
trained in the idiosyncrasies of snow
roads, where a step off the  track
plunges man or beast into a gully of

in the {

winter night.

“He come down ever time wit beeg
! plunk,” Baptiste continued, “an’” with
reference to the echo’s effect “ever
| time from beside me come ‘ungh’ an’
| hees eyes look up ta me so—.  But!
{I got him dere finalee.”
Having reached the sleigh, Baptiste,
i with a good deal more difficulty, got
his gruesome passenger aboard. This
| time, however, he lashed him with the
| halter, and urging the héa¥f-frozen
;broncho on the road again, he
| no time in getting into Kenora.
“Weren't “you prétty badly scared,
{ Baptiste,” queried Henderson, one of
{ the engineers, as he .shook with
flaughter‘at the “Frenchman’s story.
| “Scare?” came the good-natured
| reply. “Me, I was scar’ mos' so steef
| as Beeg Yim himsel’. But,” with the
!satisfaction of having completed a
gocd work, “But, by gar, I got heem
Cor’'ner!”

lost

Travellers’ Certificates.
Commercial travelers’ certificates for
1913 can now bhe had from Fred Johrn-
son, room 5, Federal Life Building,
Hamilton. ed

Ellis Arrives at Kinaston: {
KINGRTON, Dec. 26-—’Special.)—
Arthur Ellis of Lindsay, sentenced to
death for the murder of his brother-
in-law, near Lindsay, and whose sen-
tence was commuted to life imprison-
ment, arrived at the penitentiary this
afternoon. |

soft snow with usually a foot of freez- !
ing water at the bottom, and so re- |

fused to turn an inch. Baptiste tried | guest is the Vicuna shawl, light and work.

|
in desperation to back her up, but a’
moment’s thought showed the danger
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ROWELL IN FIGHT
FOR LOCAL OPTION

Speaking at Ayr, He Says He
Favors Measure as Step
Toward Province-Wide
Bar Abolition.

AYR, Dec. %26.—(Special.)—“Some

| may believe in the abolition of the bar

by means of local option who do not
believe in ' a province-wide measure.
Others may believe in the latter and not

in the former. I respect the opinions
of both these classes of men, but per-

, sonally I believe in curtailing the evils

'of the liquor trafiic’ both by & pro-
vince-wide measure and by lodal op-
tion, and therefore I am glad to assist
| In promoting the passage of the lacal
option bylaw.*

Task of Social Reform.

This was one of the statements made
here tonight by N. W. Rowell, BCO,
M.L.A., during the course of a speech
j delivered ‘at the unanimous request of
’zho local option committee,

“The time has come,” continued Mr.
'Rowell, “when thé people of this pro-
vince, with intelligen} conviction and
full heartfeit enthusiasm, should de-
| vote themselves-to the great task of
| social reform, and towards improving
the soclal’ and inpdustrial conditions
under which the mass of men live and
labor. By almost unanimpus eonsent
the licensed bar is one of the greatest
barriers in the way of genuine soecial
reform. It is a social and economic
waste, It impairs the industrial effi-
ciency of the worker. It increases the
cost of production to ‘the manutac-
turer, owing to the irregularity of
It diminishes the business of
the legitimate merchant. It is one of
the sources of our slum conditions and

one of the yost prolific causes of social
It is the enemy of the
home, the wife and the family, and a
handicap to thousands of young men
just starting in life; to many it is their

degeneration.

utter undoing.”

ter and hotter.

Hot Campaign in Galt.
GALT, Dec, 26.—(3ne¢ial.)—The 10- /
cal optien campaign is becoming hot-
One of the most in-
teresting features is a newspaper pas-
sage-at-arms between H. K. Cockin,

R. Cavers,
forces.

more.

to, the Jast.

conducting a repeal assault, and Jas.
secreary of the defénce

Feeling is being stirred up more and
It is said the repealers admit
that they can’t possibly poll more than
a 50 per cent. vote when three-fifths
is required, but yet they medan o fight

tle, extra hea red )3 R vev e
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Inventor's Tcrribii Death,

GALT, Dec. 28.—(Special.)—Canrlisle,:
small villige five miles from Freelton, ing.

1 brim,

Y thers

T

and sbout 18 miles from Galt, was the

ed in a barn by the bursting of a
ome-made explosive he had ‘pat-
ented. =

The English tweed hat with stitched

one of the most sensible hats for tour-

of a fatality yesterday after-
Frank Riley was instantly kil]-

trimmed with brilliant game fea-
at one side, is quite popular and

On the valuable piece of property,
ing, that $20,000 would duplicate; alth o
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TARRYTOWN,? NuYi, Dec. x;«,w
(Can, Press.)—‘‘Sdve ydur pennies” |
was the advice given by John Be
“ Rockefeller today to’ a.number of
school teachers to whom he gaye |
a sleigh ride about his estate. The
young school mo'ams were 80 ml-_,,;
pregged with
one "of them said as she allg ;
from the sleigh: o

“Just think, Mr. Rockefeller, ;o h ;
have this large estate with®three 1
housges to  live in, while we M ?
content ourselves with a y ®
room In a flat.” t
" To which the oil magnate’s lal
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