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elation, tempered by serious concern, to
this, the first great crisis of His life.
Perhaps there is no other outi^tanJing

event m Christ's life of which th. .ij^nifi-
Mnce is so sHghtly appreciatec ./at of
His baptism. We may readily pox^aive.
the meaning of the ordinance so far a«
the multitude was concerned. Iheir bap-
tism was the sign of their repentance and
of their faith m a comin- Messiah. John's
mission to the nation had this double pur-
pose to serve: it was meant to stir the
nataonal conscience, grown sluggish and
l.;eble. to a keener sense of sin ; and it
was meant to revive the Messianic ex-
pectation, formerly the great, distmctive
national hope, but which had long been
blanching and for centuries had been
voiceless. But what purpose could be

^r^i^o^J^* ^P*^"" °^ ^^ Messiah
Himself? He was separate from sinners
and harmless and undefiled. And Heknew Himself to be the Messiah. What
meaning, then, could the rite of baptism
have for Him? The answer is a four-fold
one.


