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lions—rcMolutions •vhiili, as tlii-y ntautl,

arc iucapable ci" justificntiuii — roMcliitions

wliich shew canecssion after fi>ncc.s.-'ioii to

liavc been niatlc to tlio castcru provinces,

I'Ut not one of whicli (1 cliaHcune them to

ihe proof") was made by the Lower I'ro-

viuees to 'he people of Canada '' Then looic

at tlie representation nt the Conference.

Both parties. I believe, from all the pruvince.s

were rejircsontcd, excejit as rc-uvds one sec-

tion of Canada. Tlicre was no one repre-

scntin<; in the Conference the liberal party

in Lower C;:nada. (Hear, hear.) \\'hile

ii! the eastern proviiiet'.s the (Javernmcnt

of the day were magnanimous cnoufili to ask

the CO cpcratiou an<l consideration of the

leaders of the Opposition in tbo.-e provinces,

the hon. {;entlemen in Canada iijnored

entirely the existence of the liberal party

in liOwer Canada. (Hear, hear.) My lion.

I'licnd from the Eric Division tells us that

he is strongly opposed to the details of the

shcmc.

Ho.v. Mil. CIIKLSTIK— I did u..t .say

so. If the hon. gentleman will allow me, 1

stated iu reference to the elective principl;

that [ was opposed to its abrosjation.

Ilo.\. Mu. CriUME—Ii the hon. .gentle-

man feels towards the elective principle as

strouj'ly as I do, he will oppose its abro-

gation to the last. I have rcascn to ieel

strongly in regard to that principle, ueing,liko

himself, indebted lor it tc a so it in the Le-

gislature ; and I will resist the measure very

long before I vote against a principle giving

the people power to send me here as their

representative. The hon. gentlemen also told

us that the whole country is in
''

^'or of

Federation. I have no doubt the who coun-

try is in favor of federation in itself, but there

are many people throughout Canada who are

opposed to the present scheme on account o(

its details. Then the hon. gentleman declared

that the country understood the scheme.

Now, what better illustration can me have of

the fals'ty of this position than what was
witnessed on the floor of this House last

night ? We then heard one of the most in-

telligent and one of the most ;.ble members
of the mercantile community in I'pper Ca-

nada, my hon. friend from the Ottawa Division

(lion. Mr. SiiEAn) tell us it was only within

the last 24 hoys that he had understood the

scheme as now submitted to the House. And
yet ve arc gravely toKl that the whole country

und?rs'.ands it 1 Uo the jicople of the jiro-

vince generally know anything in reference

to the cost of working th-; scheme ? Hon.
gentlemen, it has been slated in Vi-rious parts

of the country, by leading public men of the

country', that the local subsidies propo.scd

in the scliemc will ho more than sufficient

to carry on the local .'ovcruments of tlie

several [irovinces. Hut, hon. gentlemen, we
must judge ol the future by tlie experience
aft'orded by the past. If you will look at the

Public Aceouiiis of I'pper and Lower Canada
—take for instance I '])per Canad i in IS'JS,—
you will find that the'>xper ilitureon -I50,()uf(

of a p pulatiim was ?>iS;),t>0(> ior one year.

]5ut, lion, gentlemen may assort that at that

time I'pper Canada hid to bear the the

burdens of the militia and pay tlie cost of
collectn^ ilie customs, and some other small

charges which it is now proposed to throw
on the Federal (lovernmont. Hut what were
the charges of ilie miluia for that year ':* Tiic

insignificant sum of, ItU!). l!ts. Hid. Then
there was received from foes a'ld eommission
t.'^l" 1'")s., thus making the total cost of the

militia to '.'pper Canada no more than
XoolJ. Is. llAd. Then as to customs. Why,
honorable gentlemen, the wlv Ic cost ol"

collecting tlio customs revenue in Upper
Canada, during the year IS.'JS^ amounted
to 4;_',7!I2. 14s. 2d.—just about one half

the cost, lia.dly one hall' the cost — ol

collecting the jiresent duties at the port

of Tor'?!it/i. Then if you come do"wu to

Lower Canada you will find that at the time
of the union you had a population of ti50,0'jO

souls, and that the expense of governing the

people was .^o7-"J,3l!^. And f venture to

say that no people in the world were ever
more cheaply governed than were the pcojdc

of Lower Canada before the union. (Hear,
hear.) But if you can govern them after the

union just as cheaply per head as bctore, what
do you find ? You will reriiiire .SUSOiUOO to

carry on the government of the country,

independent of paying the interest upon the

large portion of debt saddled upon you. In
Upper Canada, we have been told that we
really shall not know what to do with the

large amount of money about to be lavi.'hed

on the Local Legislature. (Laughter.)

Hon, Mu. 31cCllEA—Who said that—
that we would have more money thau wo
know what to do with '/

Ho.v. Mr. CUKKIE—You must have
read it in the speeches made in the other

House, and r rticularly in the speeches of

the Hon. ^.l. Buown. Well, if we can

govern the people of Upper Canada as cheap.


