
lint. So i! is til it matiy insti'iriuus liii\c bcfii \i t iijh>:i r. more siiii;il>lc foof-

ii];_'. ;iii(( ii li-.oie lilxTui view ol il.iu;;s geUL-iiilly lius U'lJil.-d to pivvail. Still.

<;r '111 is tilt' inertia ot Imii;; lived error aud acciininliilcd inisroia e|itioii, and
liiiTi' imi!<t Lt.' vc-ry iiiiu li more imijrovemeul lieforo mini c' i! lie f-aid to livA;

all lii.s lii'f ill almost any oumitry, fiml in inuny land.s, alas! ludorL- lir can lie

r^iiiv'. to live any ci iiside.ahle umouut of his completf existence. It is interest-

ing; iu tlio moantime, even it sad, to walcli the t'lUile efl'orts ui' obstructives to

arrest the pro^^ress ol'advaucin,:^ thougiit vvidi all its ameliorating tendencies.

As it is beyond dispute that man is now more ol' one I'amilv than he evei-

was, since tlie time he greatly mu'tiplied, lliut the barriers olnalional, sec! ion-

id. ftud local exclusiveness hiire been partially removed, an ' that there is a
commuuity of leeliiiir among the best portions of all divisions ot people which
did not exist till recently, it is certain that tliis happy result liiis been bn iigiit

about to a L'reat extent by the ever iucreasing fretdom of intercourse only
possible of late years. Wu huve come for the most jiarl to bear with mere
equanimity than our forefathers did the difTcrcnces which must ever exist, /md
to work together as a matter ot course on t!ie broad platform of philanthro-

py, and this because pefiple have bceu able to meet and talk together

Ifti.c intermingling of individuals has made so(;ial lif<' less aiiirular, a;iil

uoi seldom turned bitterness into sweetness, how much have the mcetin;;s of
nations not done to advance the well-being of mankind. It may be tiiat tin'.so

mt^etiu^s of the nations in Exhibitions by means of representative objects col-

lected by their thiuker.« and workers, the Lative products of their couutrics

and n:anifold proofs of skill and industrv, have be.in the natural outcome of
widespread activity in the Arts and Sciences. It is a fact that they have
given an immense impulse to all those applications of science which minister to

the progress of civilization. Who that was fitted by education to nuderstaiul,

even modcrctely well, the meaning of one of those Exliibitions could fail, as

he looked up->n such a gath'-riug, to muse upon ti.e benefits derived from scien-

tific knowledge. He could not question, of course, the fact of existence be-

ing much more agreeable to those living among the chosen nroducts in view,
and capable of the enjoyment and appreci it ion of their excellence, than to those
less privileged, nor could he be unaware that gi-adually the good effects of im-
provements would spread on all sides from their birthplace, but he would, as
J suppose, wonder without measure at the practical answers everywhere visi-

ble to the question cui ho:)0 as put to tlie student of pure science. To take but
one, example, I can imagine him looking at the series of varied and exquisiie
colours produced from coal tar—theprac:ical co.isequence of the purely scien-

tific ev])erime;its of Faraday as supplemented by those of my old master iu

praelienl chemistry, llofmann. Millions of money yearly put iu motion by
tiio-e ^vll0 knew Iiow to a" ply accurate chemical acquaintance with a few oi'

the things iu coai tar '. What that means, anyone who cares that people should
be usefully employed will allow to be a sufficient answer to the question.—what
is the good of spending the time and thought of an intelligent man on such a
(rtuff as coal tar.

How carefully should v.'e preserve the characteristics of those people who
still persist in asking what is the use of studying sciericc, for they arc the
lingering types of beings prevailing in the pre-modern period. These curious
creiitures may ask this question now across the oceans and receive an aus-


