
TIIOIGIITS, c^'c. rn

liiKiJF arc two irroat principles Avhich it is tlic di.fv of
every Christian to maintain, and to preserve, if p(,ssihle in
perfect harmony with each other. One of th(>se principles
IS the Unity of the Church, and the other is the 'i'ruth of
the Gospel. The formcv relates to the external communioi
ol the Aisihlc Church of Christ, and it is violated hy the
act^ ot voluntary separation from the rell-ious society of
Avnich Ave are memhers, which, m hen effected without a iust
cause, constitutes the sin of schisn,. The latter relates to"the
punty of the doctrines taught hy our Lord Jesus Chiist and
ifis inspu-ed Apostles, which form the foundation of true
lohgion, any departure from which is therefore an error, or
when It IS an ohstir te denial of some fundamental truth,
^'.mounts to a heresy, ^ow the great pracdcul difficulty
:s to i^concilc a cr^rtain class ol^ pnudp/rs uith a certain
class of ./«//v;/.,s-that is, to iTconcile the perfect Unity
and divine Infallibility of the Universal Church with the
preservation of Scriptural and primitive Christianity in aU
Its Evangelical purity, lioth ought certainly to be held
together, if that be attainable ; but if not, the mae must give
phxce to the other. ^Vc ask then, in that case, which of them
IS to yield to the claims of the other?

It is evident that if any visible clim-ch is guilty, in her
<>; inal capacity, of teaching false doctrines, and requiring
^'^l ler members to believe ai,d profbss them, then thev are
^^0 longer bound to remain iu her communion, becaus^ the
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