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Indepenilenily of these serious vices, ilie saiJ Tenures Act dues not appear to have

been founded on a'sufficient knowledge of the I^iiws wiiich govern persons and properly in

this Province, when it declares the Laws of Great Britain to be applicable to certain

incidents to real property. It has only served to augment the confusion and doubt which

had prevailed in the Courts of law and in private transactions, with regard to the Law
which applied to lands previously granted in free and common soccage.

This House therefore humbly persists in praying that the said Tenures Act be uncon-
ditionally repealed.

We beg that we may now be permitted to return to the manner in which the Laws
and Constitution have been administered

; your ilouorable House will there see an alarm-

ing list of grievances and abuses, (a part of which existed before the commencement of

the present Administration which has maintained ihem, and is the author of a portion of

them,) which have rapidly increased in violence and number. Many others exist which
are too n.imerous to be enumerated here, and with regard to which we reserve to ourselves

the right of complaing and demanding redress. We shall confine ourselves to representing

to your Honorable House :

—

Tlmtfor a great number of years the Executive Government has, contrary to (he rights

of this House and to the Constitution of this country, set up claims to that control over, and
powerof appropriating a great part of the Uevenue raised in this Province, which belong of
right to (his House ; that the said claims have been vague and varying ; that the documents
relative to the said claims, and the accounts and estimates of expenses laid before this House
liave likewise been varying and irregular, and insufficient to enable this House to proceed
with a full understanding ofihe subject on the matters to which they related. Tliat impor-

tant heads of the public Revenue ot the Province, collected either under the provi^iions of the

Law, or under arbitrary vegulaiions, made by the Executive, have been omitted in the said

accounts. That numerous items have been paid out of the Public Revenue, without the

authority of this House, or any acknowledgement of its control over them, as salaries for

sinecure offices, which are not recognized by this House, and even fur other objects for

which, after mature deliberation, it had not deemed it expedient to appropriate any portion

of the public Uevnnue—and that no accounts of the sums so expended have been laid

before this House.

That the Executive Government has endeavored, by means of the arbitrary rcgiiLntions

aforesaid, and particularly by the sale of the waste lands of the (Jrown, riid of the tinjber

on the same, to create for itself out of the rcvi'uue which this House only has tlu right of

a|)pro|iriatiiig, pecuniary resources iiidt'|U'ii(k'nt of (he control of the Kepresentalives of

tlie people ; and that tlie result has been a diniiniition of the wholesome influence which
the people have constitutionally the right of exercising over the Adniinistrutive Branch of

the Government, and over the spirit and tendency of its measures.

'I'liiit this House having from liine to lime, with a view to proceed by Bill to restore

rrgiiiariiy to the fiiiiiiiciiil system of tile Province, and to provide (or the expenses of the

adniinistraiinn of justice hiuI ot flis Majesty's Civil Government therein, asked the Pro-

vincial Executive by address, fjr divers documents antl accounts relating to financial

matters, and to abuses connected v iih iheiii, 1ms met with repeated refusals, more especially

(hiring the present Session and die prec>.'iling one. That divers subordinate public func-

tionaries summoned to appear before Coiiiinillees of this House to give information on the

said subject, liave refused to do so, In | iisuance of the said claim set up by ihe Provincial

Administrations to withdraw a lar<;e portion of the public income and expenditure from ihe

.'ontrol and even from ilie knowledge of tins House. That during the present Session one
of the said subordinate functionaries of llie f^xeciitive being called upon to produce the

nngiiials of sundry Registers of Warrants and Reports, which it wai important lo this

H()iis(! to cause lo be examined, insisted on being present at the dcliberaiions of the Coiii-

iniitce appomted l>y the Mouse (iir the pMr|u)-,e. And lint tliL» head of ilie Administnitiou

hcluii inldrnu'd of tin; fact, refrained from interfering, alihougli, in contorinity to Parlia-

iiKMiiary u-in;e, this House had pledged itsi'lf that the said Dm-iimenis should be reiurned,

and ihit allh iiigli llie Ciovenior in Chief had himself promised coaiiiiiinicalioii of iheai.

That the result ol'tlic secret and unlawful distribution of a large portion of the |)iil)lie

revenue of the Province has been, tint tin.- JCxecutive (iovernnieni li.is always, except w iih

ri";:iril \ > Mi|iiii|ii i.iiioii. fji Dlijreii of a I n.al natuir, consid'Ted 'i. li li.'ir.id lo aceoiiiu fur

llu


