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constantly in view. The Eastern and Western,

Northern and Soutlier'i States, though settled by

a population speaking tlie same language, and

enjoying the sanu- institutions, are so distant

from eaeh other, and differ so widely in climate,

soil, and jjroductions, that they have but few

features in connnon ; while the people, from the

same causes, as well as from habits, tastes,

necessities, the sparseness or density of population,

free soil, or slave labour, the intensity, absence,

or weakness of religious enthusiasm, and many

other peculiarities, are equally dissimilar.

Hence, humour has a character as local as the

boundaries of these civil subdivisions.

The same diversity is obscirvable in that of the

English, Irish and Scotch, and in their mirthful

sallies, the character of each race is plainly

discernible.

That of the English is at once manly and hearty,

and, though embellished by fancy, not exaggerated

;

that of the Irish, extravagant, reckless, rollicking,

and kind-hearted ; while that of the Scotch is sly,

cold, quaint, practical, and sarcastic.

The population of the Middle States, in this

particular, reminds a stranger of the English, that


