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these appendages of superstition have abonndctl,-

they have always been connected with swarms of

monks, remarkable only for their vices, and for

impoverishing the bigotted and the ignorant.

Mistaken views of religion introduced them at

.'irst into the Church ; and afterwards they have

been used to render mankind subservient to the

gratifications of the clergy. The advice given

to Pope Julius III. by the bishops assembled at

Bononia, discovers the light in which the crafty

ecclesiastics of the Romish Church view the re-

lics of the saints. " When any bishop,** said

they, *' sets himself to officiate in any divine

' tiervice with pomp and solemnity, he ought to

*' have many ornaments to distinguish him from
'' ordinary priests ; such as, the bones and re-

^' lies of some dead man. Do you command

him to hang a whole naked leg, arm, or head

of some saint, about his neck by a good *hick

" cord ; for that will contribute very much to

" increase the religious astonifhment of all m ho

" behold it. The truth is, these ceremonies

" were all invented and conilnued by Popes
;

" you, therefore, who are a Pope, may, if you

*'• please, augment them.**

Let us now observe, how the R. has proven

a relative respect due to images and relics.

In discussing this point, he has neither in-

formed us flow graven and molten images can
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