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Wiit<>r to drive liirjo export saw-mills. ProliaWy stcain-jKtwcr will always l)o

found safest for lai-ge 8jiw-n»ilis.

With rL'Sjiect to thu use of the British Columbian rivers for "loyging"

jntrpofeit, the lumlwrman must bear in mind the physical structuro of the

North American continent, accxirdinj to which the lon^ and gentle slojies

descend from the spine of the amtiuent

—

t'l lU)cky range—towards the

Atlantic Ocean, and the short and rapid sloptE towards the Pacific Ocean.

This {lives a character to the rivei's west of the Rocky range. The rivers

generally are interrupted by rapids; they oft^n flow comjjressed between

gloomy nwky walls; they rise and fall with great rapidity. 'I'ho aridness of

the country cast from the Cascade range in Hritish Columbia diminishes the

volume of the Kast Cascade rivers very much—the Frnscr in Hict being, as

already said, the 'inly one strong enou^ih to get through the Cascade range to

the sea.

Tiiat the Fraser lliver, if valuable timber grows near its upiwr waters, may
l)e, by the adoption of " slides" and other imjirovements, made available for

water carriage of logs from the Kasi Csiscaile region to the sealward for ex|)ort

puriMJscs, I do not doubt, but the difficulty and ex|>cnse will jx^tiwue this

undertaking until the supplies of timber in the West Cascade region, l)oth in

Fiiiglish and American territttry, are considerably exhausted. The saw-miller

who proposes to cut for ex|ort must look at present for a saw-mill location

and a logging ground in the West Cascade region,

Tlio only timber exi>ortc«l in cargoes is that of the Doinjlds fir, commonly
culled "pine." It is a tough, strong wood, well adapteil fo.' beams, but gootl

;ilso for (ilanks and deals. It makes excellent masts and yards, and is used

fur shipbuilding and housebuilding. It grows to the height of 150 to 2C0

feet, and attains a thickness of 5 to 8 feet at the butt. It carries its thickness

well up. Dressini masts of 3(5 inches in diameter, at one-third from butt, and

with proper proixutions fur the reqiiiretl length, have Ikjc supplied from the

Douglas fir forests. 'J'his Hriti.sh Columbian wo<k1 is known in Au.stralia,

New Zealand, and Great Hritain, as "Oregon pine," though Oregon does not

cxiwrt it to these markets. A good growing demand fur Ih'itish Columbian

Houglas fir timber and square timber exists in South America, Australia, and

China, and a few cargoes of sjwrs are sent annually to England.

This Douglas fir (or " Dougla.s pine," cr "Oregon pine") predominates in

the forests of the West Cascade region, but not in the arid ])art« of the East

Cnscade region. It is plentiful in Washington Territory (United Slates).

The Douglas fir is also fouml in some of the Hocky Mountain valleys, on the

lUuo Mountains of Oregon, and here ana then.' eastwanl as far as the head

waters of the Platte. At present the princijal seats of its manufacture for

exiKirt are the const of Britiiih Columbia, and in Puget Sound (United States).

The Douglas fir docs not grow in any quantity north of lilillliank Sound, in

hit. 52^.

The jirinciivil existing mills are in the New Westminster district, and pro-

l»ably lliat ucigiibourhmMl will continue to Iw the chief seat of the export of

Douglas fir. The Na.sse-Skena district htoks like a good saw-iniiling country

on the map, but the Douglas fir, a8 just said, is not found so far north. The
inlets on the mainland, or some of the outlying islands between Millbank

Sound and the New Westminster disttict, pniba'ily ofl'er locations for ox]X)rt

Huw-uiills, but it is not known, however, &t present, that theso places can be


