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magnesium carbonate mixed with fifteen to thirty-

five per cent, of clay and a little alkali. Such a

rock on being strongly heated forms a double sili-

cate of calcium and aluminum, a compound capable

of uniting with water to form a hard, crystalline

compound, even when immersed.

Hydraulic limestones are widely distributed, and

are converted into natural cement at a number of

places. The rock is burned in kilns like ordinary

lime, and then, since it does not slack at all with

water, or very slowly, it is ground to a fine powder.

The product often lacks uniformity, for the chemical

composition* of the beds of a quarry vary greatly.

For this reason artificial cements are oft<en preferred.

The original Portland cement was made by grinding

together a mixture of clay and chalk of definite com
position and then calcining and re'^'^.nding. Artificial

cements are now made at a v ber of points in

Canada, as at Napanee and near Owen Sound, Ont.

The production of cement in 1895 was 128,000 barrels,

most of it coming from Ontario, and nearly half of

it being classed as Portland. The total value was

$174,000. In the same year the imports of all kinds

of cement amounted to $252,000.
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