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canals frmn hoaU of 78 to 210 ton3, while tho St. Lawrence aii<l Wellaml
cnnal.-i Imvi iil^n hpcn onlar;i;e(l since their first constrnetion. A further

enlarifeniei of the Erie and Chanijilain canal^- is now stron;rly nr;;od in

const'inicncc of tlie want of the necessary facilities of transport f,r,' the

over inereasin;:; western trade.

The extent of this trade will he roalisod hv the fact that from the ports

of C'hica;;o, Milwaukee. Toledo, Detroit and Cleveland, the wheat, corn,

onts, barley, rye and flour (rednceil to hnshels) was eipial, in IHIJI), to

121.81."),:i.")0 hnshels, independent of jirovisions. ores, i^e. The jjrcat

hulk of this vast trade found its way to Now York and the New En^jjland

States hy canal and railway, via llnR'alo and Oswe;;o. Ti.e shipments of ore

at the ports of Marpiette and Kscanahy. on Lake Superior, have increased

Iroin 1 ..'lOO tons in Ls.')"). to 7'28,O00 ton-i in LSIi'.t. The hnid)er received at

Huffalo, jinncij.ally Irom Western Canada, in ISGO, oxceeilcd 224,000,000

feet, while at Oswego, the receipts I'rom Canada wore 284,"j;5!',")-5:j feet.

1'he ohject of the (.'au;^hnawa,i;a Ship canal is to connect Lake Cham-
plain with the St. Lawrence hy the least possihle distance, and with the

smallest amount of lockage. When luiilt, it will enahle the vessel or pro-

pellor to sail from tlie head of Lakes Superior or Michigan without break-

ing bulk, and will enable such vessels to land and receive cargo at Bur-

lington and Whitehall, from whence western freights can be carried, to and
from Jjoston. and througtiout New I'lngland, by railway cheaper than by
any other route.

U will possess the advantage when the Wi,lland canal is enlarged and
the locks e'' the St. liawrenee canal lengthened of passing vess(ds of 8;;0

tons burthen, and with that size of vessel (impossible on any other route)

of improved model, with facilities for loading and discharging cargoes a

both ends of the route, in the length of the voyage without transhipment,

in having the least distanci- ' "tween any of the lake ports, and a sea

port, and in having the shortest length of taxed canal navigation.

The construction of tlie Caughnawaga canal, when carried out, will

irveved and I

remedy the ditliculties which now exist and stand in the way oi an niter-

Mr' W. H. riipted water communication between the Western States, and the

commended,
I

Atlantic seaboard.

Is. liastly, 'J^"'"^' nnportant question, however, is, will the canal be renumerative and

jtovernment '
what return will it give in dividends to those avIio invest capital in tht-

enterprise?

A brief history of the Eric canal, and a comparison of the circumstances

connected w"th the trade operations of that great work will fui-nish snHi-

cient data to justify the conclusion, that the Caughiunvaga Shift Canal

when completed will yield a reveimc on the business which will pass

thro\igh it. sufficient to pay on the capital invested, at tiio lowest

calcuhitiun, a dividend of at least 10 per cent peraiuium. J5y the official

report of the report of the State Engineers of the canals, of New York for
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lis improve-' 18ti',t. it appears that the entire cost of the Erie and Champiain canals

I (gamble. froiii their inceiition. iucludiii": the cost of niainteiiance and Ic'^al interest

lication was •
thereon, was •':i<ir)4,000,21H, while during the same period the gross receipts,

irate a now ' with interest thereon, were S'192,4;")r),7Dl>, not oidy sufficient up to. and

joyp,.,, in,. lit ! including ISti'l. to pay th(> entire cost of construction with the interest,

ico^porated \

''"'' leaving a surplus in favour of the State Covernment of at least

,- tile law oi *y8.000,000.

I Mr. Miils, Civil P^igineer, estimates the cost of the construction of the

(mrlete and • Caughnawaga Ship canal at fi<2,500,000. Interest thereon at 10 per
•nT^i*-o t^tl-" cent, rier annum is ¥250,000. at'd estimatin;: the animal maintenance

and rcpiiirs at ^320,000, will re-iuiro au income of ii'270,000' to pay 10 per

cent, n this capital. The (piestinu is, how is this amour.t to be realised '!

The amount of the receipts of cereals at five of the Great Western ports

have already been stated, and also the receipts of lumber at Jiulfilo and

Oswego on its way cast.

But no mention has yet been made of the vast and growing exports of lum-

ber from the great valley of the Ottawa. In 1800 the export of lumber

from the Ottawa and its tributaries exceeded 400,000,000 feet. The

greater part, of this lumber is cut ibr and is sold in the markets of the

United States. At present, it is taken from the Ottawa, past Caugh-

nawaga to Montreal, thence to Sorcl, and again up the river Richelieu,

and through the Chambly canal to St. John's, a distance of 112 miles

with 120 feet lockage by canal, when the same lumber can be taken

through the jiroposed canal from ^'aughnawaga to St. .John's with 29^
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