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14. Tie PetUian of the Americans in 1765.

confequencei very injurious to the commercial intereji of Great

. Britain and her colonies, and muft terminate in the eventnai

ruin of the latter. Your petitioners, therefore, moft ar-

dently imphn the attention of the Honourable Houfe, to

the united and dutiful reprefentation of their circumftances,

and to their carncJl fi-pplications for relief fi'^m thofe regu-

lations, that have already involved this continent in anxi-

ety, confufion, and diflrefs.

We moft finccrely recognize our allegiance to th<

crown, and acknowledge all due fubordination to the Parlin-

mtnt of Great Britain^ and fhall a/tv/Ty^ retain the moji grate-

ful fenje of their ajfi/lance and preteilion } it is from and
under the Englifh conftitution, we derive all our civil

and religious rights and liberties ; we glory in being the

fubje£ls of the beft of kings, and having been born un-
der the moji perfect form of government : But it is with moft
ineffable and humiliating JorroWy that we find ourfelves,

of late, deprived of the rights of granting our own pro-

perty, for his Majejly^s fervice^ to which our lives and /or-f

tunes are intirely devoted^ and to which, on his royal requi-

fitions, we have ever been ready to contribute to the

utmoft of our ability.

We have alfo the misfortune to find, that all the penal-

ties and forfeitures mentioned in the Stamp A£l, and
divers late A^s of trade, extending to the plantations,

are, at the elcdlion of the informer, recoverable in any
court of admiralty in America. This, as the newly
ereiled court of admiralty has a general juriOliiftion over

all Britifti America, renders his Majefty's fubjeds in thefe

colonies liable to be carried at an immenfe expence, from

one end of the continent to the other : It alfo gives us

great pain to fee a manifeft diftinAion made therein,

between the fubje(Sls of our mother country, and tjic

colonies, in that the like penalties and forfeitures, recover-

able there, only in his Majefty's courts of record, are

made cognizable here by a court of admiralty. By this

means wc feem to be, in efFedl, unhappily deprived of

two privileges eflential to freedom, and which allEng-
lifhmen have ever conftdered as their beft birth-rights,

that of being free from all taxes, but fich as they have

confented
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