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congregation with which he worships. " All that I am is

through the blessing of God," has been the glorious sen-

timent which has emulated this noble American to action,

and given him a name that kings, with their sceptres, might

wisely envy.

In 1855, the convention of the soldiers of 1812 met in

Philadelphia. Gen. Ranney addressed that assembly in

these words

:

*' Fellow-Citizens and Fellow-Soldiers: Muchha»
been said in relation to the militia of this country, and their

services in the late war with Great Britain. They are,

indeed, the bulwark and safety of our country ; but, while

just honors have been paid to them, the gallant spirits who
fought by their side with equal honor and equal success—
the soldiers of the regular army of 1812— were not men-
tioned. I propose, on this occasion, to make a few remarks

in relation to the regular soldiers of that eventful war.

"It will be recollected by most of you, perhaps, that

the soldiers and officers of 1812 came from the first fam-

ilies of the land. They entered the army, not as mercena-

ries, but from patriotic motives, with a determination to

serve their country, and drive back the myrmidons of

Britain from our sacred soil. [Applause.] I will give

you briefly the history of one of those soldiers, which, with

sOtoe modifications, may bo the histjory of every soldier in

tiie regular army.
" There was a lad belonging to one of the most respecta-

ble families of the United States, who, at the age of sixteen

years, was the favored of his family. At that age he
left his home and his school, and enlisted as a private in

the 29th Regiment for five years. His father's brother,

who was a colonel in the army, obtained an order for the

boy's discharge. The discharge came, and was refused.

[Great applause.] A commission wos also offered him,

and that, too, was refused. This lad served under General
Wool. He was one of the three hundred who met Gov-


