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would l»c entire ahnlition of the poisonous smoke wiii< h drops upon the

I'ulUuan in preference to any c(tach ahead of it.

While the (Muiversion of trunk lines would be attended with a. cost

which is for the present pi'oliil»it(uy, this oljjeeti(»n does not apply to

ricw lines which nuiy be work«Ml independently, or in connection with

electric ones. When the time arrives for such railways, water power

will have a field of usefulness of which we can at present form little con-

(cption. Water wiieels and wires would displace the coal docks, the

(cal laden vessels, the hu^fe coal yards, and the trains re<[uircd for dis-

tributing' their contents over jiundre<ls of miles of lines.

An interior line connecting' Lake St. dohn, oti the Sa^'uenay, with Lake

'remiscamiuf^Mie. on the Ottawa, which C(»uld ultinuitely be e.xtended,

via Missanabi. Ncpi«fon, and Lac Seul to the Saskatchewan, would be a

((•Ionization road, rcniovctl from the frontier ;—oiu' which could be

worked possibly alto^rethcr liy water power, and would open a virgin

tract in which electro-chemical and eleetro-metallur<:ical industries

Miijrht arise, as well as th(»sc connected with Jhe products of the forests

and the miiu'.

TKWSl'OUTATION.

The more extended Use of our Water i'ower, in the immediate futur(>,

for maun fact urin,i; and mining pur|)os('s. especially for tiie electro-chem-

ical and nietallnrgical pi-oduetions. naturally leads to the consideration

(d the character of the output, especially with regard to markets, and

trans|)ortation )wol>lems generally.

'rrans|)orfati(m, next to pro(lncti<m. is the most impt»rtant comnuM'-

cial (|uesti(m ti» a country of vast distances and low priced products, af-

fording great t(Uinage, sueli as we produce; ami for which we have ex-

pcmled hundreds of nullitms in Canals and Railways, Harbours, Fiight-

Houses and Steamers, a sum disproportioned to our ri'alized wealth, as

it certainly is to oiu* po|uilation. Kut, " nohli'sst' ohlii/c'': we ])ossess a

vast estate, are compelled to (levelo|> it—ami await results.

The (|uestion (»f transportation deterndnes, to a great extent, the ex-

istence, or otherwise, (d" a |)ossible imlustry, and enhances or diminishes

the value of every article of export just in proportion to its efVu'iency

and economy. On the other hatul, where transportation is necessarily

cxjK'nsive, cheap production may nudidain an industi'y;—and here is

where our abumlant water power nuiy come in.

The geographical position of Canada in relation to the commercial

centre of gravitv of the North American continent is at least noteworthy.

This centre is very near T^ake Erie. From the western end of this lake

the water ro\de to the Atlantic, at the Straits of Belle Isle, follows the

general direction of a great circle wliich cuts the commercial heart of


