
TllK BRITISH ilARKKT ;-»« ASIMAL PHODUCTS.
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whose pfiopic aro civili/.i'd thiit send foods tu Kii;;liirid. I tiiid very f<'w cxri'ptions ; tho

British take iMtlu'r* fruits, cereiil.s, moats or otluT uiiiiuiil products from tlicm.

Bif Mr. (lillnior

:

Q. Is there (vny reason for that? A. Yes; Vjecause En},'larid has found a most
\aluahlo resource iti the skilled lahour of her mochanii's, and matiufactui'ers,

Q. There is no ohstniction in jiettini,' inio the Ihitish markets?— A. lMi;,'laini huys
from whoever sends Jier the best quality of what she wants at the lowest price. There
is one peculiarity, in this connection, tliat I may mention. The Uritish are ^'lejit stick-

lers in the old country fur respectability in name, as to the foorl jiroducls tlitiy buy and
eat. The I'ltif^lish purchaser will not buy eciually j^ood fo(»d from two countries at the

sani<! price unless the food bears an eijually re--pectabl,> name. The purchaser ovci' there

is guidtid a gixjd deal by tho namits of things ; he has got into the habit of buying in

that way. I once went into a shop over there and found the best Canadian cheese selling

at 0(1. per \\>., while the best Scotch chedd ir was selling at 10 1. per lb. at the same coun-

ter ; and yet the (Janadian cheese was sujierioi in (juality, tlavour, afipear.mce and nour-

ishing properties. That wa.s l\ years ago, when the name (jf (janadian cheese was not as

goixl as it is now. You can now get Canadian chee.se offered uiuler its own name and
there is no discounting it on that account. Hut in other things it is not so. as for in-

staiuM', in beef and meat products. I :i' meit which sells best in the retail shojis is

labelled " best Scotch." I do not kno'. iiat it is raised and fed on Scotch farms
;
possi-

bly a good deal oi it is brought up ar.d feared as far west as Calgary, in our own North
west country, and aciiuires the ., od natno of " be«*^ Scotch " when it reaches the hands
of the retailer who handles it.

TKAN^ IMV ; \TION CHAIIOES.

Before passing on to the next chait let mo refer to the opinion which has prev,iil(>d

in the minds of a great many of our peo, Ic, that distance from market was the great ob-

stacle to successful admission to the lit itish markets, and al.so that the great ab.sorber ni

pi otits was the circumstance of Ix-ing so far away from ;t.,irket. I have made some
examination of that ciuestion and do not find th.it distance beari any special lelafun to

the cost of transportation. Those of you, who have studied political (juestions in the

larger sense, will remember a remark made once ai)out the JJritish farmer that he would
be sutticienlly protected always by the circum.stance that his compi.'titor.s had to pay the

freiglit on the goods which they sent in from abroad. Now, the freight cluirges on our
tine food products are a very small proportion of their value to the farmers he."e. I am
going to base my statement on the prices the farmers here realize !>,nd not on the prices

the consuming purchasers pay, on the other side of tlie Atlantic. The actual freight

charges on cheese shipped from Ontario and Quebec, where the most of our supplies go
from, do not exceed 5 or 6 per cent of the value of the cheese as sold at the faciories.

That is the total cost for freight charges betweeii the nearest shipping statijn

in Ontario and Quebec and the ports of London, Liverpool, Bristol aarl Glasgow.

I doubt very much if the English and Scotch farmers or dairymen get

their cheese carried to the markets for more than one or tw<.) per cent less

than we do. I have not at hand the details of tran.sportation char;. ds in Great
Britain, but I have enough information to show that the cverage cost of freight

over there will bo nearly 3 per cent of the value of their cheese, while the average

cost of ours is about 5 per cent. In tliat respect Canadian farmers are not far behind
their English and Scotch competitors.

By Mr. Cochrane:

Q. Freight over there is much higher than ours?—A. It is much more per mile per

ton. The average freight charges on our creamery butter before cold storage was put

on did not exceed 2J per cent to us, and with cold storage it would not exceed 4 per

cent, on the value of the product at the station of shipment, from Ontario and Quebec to

Great Britain.


