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Imperial Germany

development in Prussia, the individual States and the

Empire in such a way that in each member of the

Empire those forces are preserved which tend to make

it most valuable to the Fatherland in general. Har-

mony of German life in all its parts must be attained,

not so much by making all institutions in the north,

south, east and west uniform, as in smoothmg the

differences that still exist.

Bismarck's foundation of the Empire was not least

masterly in that it created a firm bond of union, while

at the same time it did not destroy the peculiarities

and the independence of the individual States; and

also in that it not only nominally, but actually, made

Prussia the leading State by preserving the mon-

archical principle in the new Empire.

The union of Germany that the patriotic Demo-

crats of the 'forties conceived in the nineteenth cen-

tury was to do away with the independence of the

Federal States, more or less, and to vest the unifying

power in the paramount influence of an Imperial Par-

liament. Apart from the fact that the German Princes

would never have consented to such a union, it was

a mistake in a thoroughly monarchical country like

Germany to expect unifying power from parliamen-

tary life which had no existence, and therefore had

never been tested.

That in a common representative assembly of the

German people the forces tend rather to separate than

to unite in the idea of the Empire and in great

national tasks, has been amply proved by the
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