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CROW'S NEST AGREEMENT,
Last week Thie Commercial dealt
brfefly with the alleged terms of the
" sgrement made batween the govern-
ment and the Canadian Pacific Rail-
awy company, for, the construction of
the Crow’s Nest Rallway. We then
pinted out that any reduction in
freigt rates, to be of great import-
snze to the West, must include the
through lake and rafl rate, or rates
feom Fort Willtam westward, or from
western points to Fort Wil'tam. The
attual terms have elnce been publish-
W They alsd> were given in The
Commerc al 0! last week, but came to
tand after the portion of the raper
catalplng the editorial comments,
tad ben printed. Tle terms show
that the rcductions in freight rates
ate to updly to traffic west of Fort
Wiliam, and in this respzet the agree-
ment has b2en roceived with satisfac-
. tion by the business men of the clty.
. 4 reduction in through, all rail rates
“wuld only cover a small portion of
the traffic, a3 the great bulk of the
trallic Is bandled by lake and rail. As
the reductions cover traftic to and
[tam Fort Wiillam to western points,
I wilt cover lake and rall bilsiness.
Tt reduction in freights cover fruits,
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Ught Is necessary.  While the busi-
nesy men of Winnipeg fool moderately
safe regarding the safeguarding of
their Intereste undor olause C, it is
felt that the actual meaning of this

clauso should be more thorouglily de- -

fined before the agrecment is ratitied.
The business men of Winnipeg do not
ask for any specinl fovors in the mat-
ter. They eimply wish to have
their interests socurely safeguarded.
They desire that the trade of their

city shall be guaranteed such ratos in-

connection with tho construction of

the Crow’'s Nest road, as its commer-,

clal and geographical position entiti.q
it to. They do not.ask for discrimin-
at'ng rates in thelr favor; but they
ask that thelr shall ‘not be any dis-
crimination against this city. Mr.
Ashdown, who has gone to Ottawa to
study the agreement with the assi..-
ance of such additional information ag
will
been requested by the Winnipeg Board
ol Trade to give particular attention
to this point. ©Olawe C asparently
gives tho govornment authority to ra-
vise the rates; but it is the desire of
the trade here than any potalbliity of
diserimination against the city should
b2 completely gunrded against.

So far as this commercial centre s
concerned, the question of diserimin-
ation is & great point. Placed on the
samo Hasly as other markets, tho job-
bers of the city feel that thoy will bo
able to obtain a fair share of the
trade of the Xootenay country. The
uew rates recently aunounced by tho
raflwuys, place Winnipeg jobbers on
a more favorable footing than former-
ly. The old rates practically shut
Winnipeg out of the Kootenay trade
fn muany commeditics, owing ‘to the
fact that through rates from the
Last to British Columbin points were

“much fower than the combined rate
. from: {he East to Winnipeg and from

- Winnlpeg to British Columbia.

If the
tew rates are continued, they will yo
more zatisfactory to the jobbing

" trade of the clity.

i o8}, cordage and binder twine, im- -

Fiments, heavy hardwarse of several
tases, bullding material, paints, oils,
funlture, ote. The reduction in grain
=) fiour will also amount to a big
aving In the aggregate.

There are gome points in the agree-
ment, however, upon which furthor
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While East Mr. Ashdown will take
up several points regarding freight
rates, in the interest of the Winuipogs
Board ol Trade and the business inter-
tstg of the city generally, such as the
qQuestion  of discrimination against
tramp boats landing cargoes at Fort
Willidm. It ! also felt Ly the job-
bers that the rate from Winnipeg to
Britieh Columbia points, on broken
lots, i proportionately higher than
tite car lot tate. As the traffic in
mauy commodilies is largely in less
than cor lots, an equalizing of the
rate on small lots to approaelh nearer
the car lot rate, would be a great
penefit to the city’s jobbing trade.

Tho Crow’s Nest agreement as a
wholo has been very favorably receiv-

b2 avallable to Wim_there, has -
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ed lere by the-leadlng busiuess men,
Mauy of the jobbers, who are, of
ccurse, the largest sliippers, lave ox.
prossed thdmsfplves‘ as pleased witle the
general s torms  of  thoe r agredmdnt.
While tho dea ofsa governmont raile
way was very enticing in theory, it
{s felv that the construction and oper-
ation of the road by the Canadian Pa-
cillc Rallway company, under proper
restrictions, will hest meet thoe prac-
tical rcquirements- ol the ease.

COAL OIL.

The Ontar'o ofl refin:r3 are making
a hard fight for increased protoction,
and they apparently have some of the
alleged fres trade papers on their side.
Their main effort is directed to show
whnt a bad thing it would be to al-
low the great Standard ofl monopoly
to control the country. Weil, if the
Yig monopoly. can sell oil in, the United
States for aboutone-third to one-half
the prico charged in Canade, it would
be: a good thing for theCanadian con-
sumer-to lot it in. Canadion refiners
are no* satisfied With a specific duty
of five cents per gallon, and they
want the clause in the new tssiff per-
mitting thé importation of ofl in tanks
repealed. I the beme Industry can-
not iive with'the enormous protection
of five cents g gallon in its favor, it
would probabiy be urolitable even to
buy-out the tomé industry and have
fro; of}, rathér_than continuesuchan
enormous tax to keep the home indus-
try bolsteced up. T

REVISING THE 1TARIFE,

The last tariff revisionmade by the
late Conservative government - in-
troduced o great many changes” in
the direction of lower duties, somo
of whichh would have been very bene-
ficial to consumers. Immediately
there was a gathering of the protect-
ed Interests at Ottawa, and when
tho tari{{ bill was finally passed, it
was found that a great mapy of the
concessious had been re-counsidered and
cancelled. The tariff bill as adopted
was only athadow of tho bill as first
announced in the bhouse. The new Lib-
ora tariff measure bas been treatoed
in much: the same way, though to o
less extent, it Is true. Al large.pumy
ber of chdnges have beeh made from
tho originul | draft of tlie bHL aua
nearly all thes: changes are in the
direction of higlier duties. There “is
also o noticeable tendency to ro-
turn to specific duties. In some cases
no doubt aspecilic duty can be made
to best Sexvé the requiremonts of tho
customs dopartment, but as often ap-
plied they hive been unfair aund un-
reasonable, Where reductions have
beon made 'in the -revised - tariff lst,
tliey bave been mainly iu the interest



