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THE COMMERCIATL.

in the Pacific const cities of the United States,
where the bank had largoe investments. The
Pacific coast on both sides of tho boundary
has sufferod cunsiderably from business de-
pression. during recent years, but matters
aro now rn the mend. Thero:s evory reasun
to boliovothat business there 18 nowona moro
solid basis thau formerly, and the prospects
for the current year are much better than
they have beon fur several past yoars.
- x

WHENX the bill to aid a cumpany tu build
a railway into the Lake Dauphin country
was under consideration in the Manitoba
Legislature, Tho Commercial commented
mildly, but adversely to the bill, un one or
two vccasions. As the bill was passed, 1t 1s
now within tho power of the Manitoba gov-
ernment to grant the aid specified, to the
proposed road. Besides tho excessive amount
of the aid propused 1n the act, asobjected to
by The Commercial in & previous issue,
there are some features in connection with
this socheme which appear to be exceedingly
objectionablo. It is o matter which certainly
should receive careful watching. The busi-
ness community, wethink, should look care-
fully into this Lake Dauphin railway scheme.
There appear to be several features in con-
nection with this matter upon which it
would be well to turn on the light of the new
Cathodo Ray, if that were possible. The
matter is of such importance, in view of the
epormous aid which it is proposed to give the
road, a3 to warrant a very full public inquiry
into and discussion of the matter.

x *® x

MR, JORNSON, of Montreal, who is connect-
ed with tne Dominion cold storage company.
appeared beforo the agricultural committes at
Owtawa last Wednesday with aschomo,where-
by he wants the government to guarantee
interest at 4 per cent on $3,0J0,000 to enable
this company to estahlish a system of cold
storage throughout the Dominion. This
question of cold storage is a most im-
portans une, particularly to Westerr. Canada.
Oar abil'ty to produce and export several
lines of foodstuffs, particvlarly dairy goods
and meats, can never be developed to the best
ad.antaze until we have a thurvugh system
of cold storage, extending from the Atlanuc
to the Pacific. The great hope for our future
live st-ck industry is the establishing of an
export trade in dead meats, which can be
accomplished with the aid of a proper cold
storage system.

Toronto Brain and Produce Harket §

Wheat—The offerings are small and most
holders west are asking 75 to 78c for red and
white, but buyers are quoting 75¢ as the most
they are willing to pay. Manitoba wheat is
easier. No. 1 hard sold grinding in transit
on Monday at 82¢. Oc 'change Monday 77¢
was asked for No. 1 bard Midland. with 73¢
bid; No. 1 northern was offered North Bag
at 3¢, with 7!3c bid ; No. 2 hard was offered
ot T23c Midland, and 7ic was bid; No, 1
frosted was offered to arrive North Bay at 63¢
and 1t was offered grinding in transitat 66c¢.

Flour—There is practically nothing doing.
Buyers and sellers are apart.  Stocks in the
east ave very low and it isexpected that there
will bo a good domand when navigation opeuns.
Cars of snmiiht. roller are quoted at $3.65
'Tovonto freights

Milifeed—Cars of shorts are quoted at
811.60 to 812,50 and bran at $11 west.

Barley —No. 1 13 numtnal at 41 to 42¢ out-
side, faucy at $ic and Nu. 2 at 880,
Oats—Easier  Cars of mixed aro quuted at
21§ to 220 ordinary white at 2240 and heas y
at 28¢ west  Oo ’change Mondsy oats were
offered outside at 22c. ‘Threo cars of white
sold outside at 223c. A car of mixed sold on
tho track hero at 24c. Clipped were offored
west at 28c.  \White oats wero offered May at
240 outsiue; 22§c¢ was bid for oats on the
Midlend, with sellors at 223c. W hite vats
wero uffered North Bay at Bue, w.th 29¢ bad.

Qatmeal—Is dull and easior at $2.9 for
cars here and $8 {or broken lots,

Peas—Aro dull and casy. Cars of No. 2
are quoted north and west at 49c.

Butter —Good stuff was scarce. There 18a
good demand for fresh duiry tubs. We quote:
Choice dairy tubs, 15 to 17¢, medium dairy
tubs, 9 to llc; low gradedairy tubs, 8 toluc;
choice largo rolls, 16 to 17c; dairy poun(i
printe, 16 to18¢; fresh mado creamery tubs,
21 to 220 ; creamery pou.d prints, 22 to 23c.

Eggs— Market hold firm, but nos over 14c
was charged for singlo cases.

Potatoes—We quote : Car lots, 16 to 18¢;
farmers’ loads, 15 to 16¢c.

Poultry—Turkeys, 8 tollc; guese, 5 to 8o;
ducks, 60 to 80c; chickens, 80 to 60c.

Balod Hay—Stocks here are very la§§e.
For car lots on the track hare we quote : .
1, 814 to0 $14,50; No. 2, 818 to 818.50,

Dressed Hogs—Market easy and dull, as
the packers huld large stocks of the cured
product. Offers «f car lots have increased.
Cars of selectcd weights sell around 81.65.
Nothiag above 150 pounds is taken. Mixed
cars and lois of heavy weights are not taken.

Hides—Demand is slow owing to the dull
state of the leather trade. Dealors here are
paying 3¢ for green and quoting cured at 6}c
to 63c. Sheepskins—The best are quoted at
90¢ to 81 and torextra fine lots 8L.u5 would
be paid, Country skin: are quoted at 73c,
Calfskins—There i3 a fair demand and the
market is steady at 6¢ for No. ! and4c fo No.
2. Tallow—Dealers here are offering 4c and
asking 43 to 4jc.

Seeds—We quote: Alsike, $3.50 to 81.50;
timothy, $2 w0 82.25; red clover, $1.50 to
81.85.—G.obe, March 25.
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A Dissolution.

Tho announcement i3 made of the di<aolu-
tion of the firm of Rubles, Riddell & Co.,
wholesale fruits, Wisnipeg, Wm. P. Riddeul
retiring. The reason for this step is in order
to enable Mr. Riddell to devote his entire
attention to the n.anagement of the business
of the Riddell Manufacturing Co. Mr,
Riddell has made a great success of the biscuit
and confectionery business carried on here by
this company, under his management, and
owing w the rapid growth of the business, he
finds that it requires his close aud entire
attention, Mr, Raublee will continue the
wholesale fruit business, and with the large
and convenient premises which the firm moved
into o short time ago, he wi'l be better situat-
ed than over before to cater to tho require-
ments of this growing branch of trade. TLe
style of the firm will hercafter be M. W,
Rub'es & Co,
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Wheat Stocks.

The visiblé supply of wheat in the United
States and Canada. east of the Rocky Moun-
tains, for the veek ended Mar, 21, 1896, shows
a decreaso of 785,000 bushels, against a
decrcaso of 1,100,000 for the corresponding
week last year, & decreaso of 1,185,000
bushels the corresponding woek two years
ago, and a decrease of 812,000 bushels threo

years ego.

The following tablo shows the total visiblo
supply of wheat at tho end of the first
trade weok of each month for four yoars,
a3 compiled by the Chicago bouard of trade
ahd iuncludes stocks at most 1mportant
puints of accumulation 10 tho Umux;xétatos
and Canada, cast of tho Rooky Mountains.
There are some important points not covered
by this statoment:

1895, 1894, 1803. 1802

bushols.  buahels.  bushels.
Jan. 2... 88,581,000 80,295,000 81,288,000
Feb. 5... 83,376,000 70,863,000 81,390,000 43,161,000
:(;;“41 ’ﬁ‘%% ;l:.l:gs.ooo 70,088,000 41,666,000
Aprlil . Isos.om 71, 3,000 77,654,000 41 036,000
June 8 .. 52,229,000 89,804,000 71,080,000 £7.9]0.000

July 1.0 64,t81,000 54,657,000 62,316,000 24252000
Aug. 8 . 38,617,000 60,001,000 59,424.000 5, 2'

Bept.7 .. 36,764,000 09,168,000 66,140,000 8,700,060
Oct. 7 41,882,000 73,014,000 03,276,000 61,252,030
Nov ¢ 62.090,060 $7 000 71 61,717,900

Des, 2.. 63,008,000 85,179,000 73,091,%& 72,580,000
The following shows the visible supply by
weoks, for four years : )

1896, 1895, 1804, 1803,
69 842,000 87,836,000 79,053,000 81,786,000
000 88,615.000 80,433,000 §
©€7.988,000 85,286,000 80,382,000 82,227,000
000 84,665,000 80,234 000 81,487,000
Fob. 1.. 66,734,900 §3,876.000 70,393,000 81,300,000

Jan. 4..

« 8., 65,119,000 82.322,000 70.£60,00) 50,873,000
o 16.. 65026,00) 80,733,000 73,607,000 8-.214,000
v 220 03,011,010 70,476,700 77,257,000 79,4 13,000

Marchl.. 60,080,000 72,701,000 76,680,000 70,083.00
v T.. BLEYG.000 77.717,000 74.6%7.000 79 108,000
" ,349,0 0

21-- 61,338,000 75,773,000 72,163,000 78,208,000
Bradstreet’s report of stooks of wheat in
Canada on March 14 is as follows:

Bushels,
Montreal...oo.civveiraneees 880,000
Toronto ........... Cereevaes 82.000
KingstoRe.vervinnenvenne .o 8,000
WIDDIPEE «vovervrennscnnns 865,000

Manitoba interior elevators 2,970,000

Fort William, Port Arthur &

KeowatiDe.iieoeencvnenaesns 4,820,000

Total stocks in the United States and Can-
ada as reported by Bradstreet’s were as
follows, on March, 14 1896

Bushels,
East of the Mountsins....., 92.464,000
PacificCoast............. . 4,296,000
Total stocks & yearago were:  washels,
Eastof the Mountains...... 95,808,000
PacificCoast.eveeeenennnsn . 11,801,000

Bradstrests report for the week ended March
21, shows a decreass of 1,257,000 bushels in
stocks of wheat east of the mountains, mak-
‘i{ng the total 91,207,000 bushels on the latter

ate,

Worlds stocks on March 1, 1896, (United
States, Canada, in E aope cud afluat for
Europe} were 154,052,000 bushels, which 13
about 16.500,000 bushels less than the cor-
responding total one year ago, more than
80,000,000 bashels less than were so held two
years ago, about 24,000,000 bushels less thin
three years ago.but about 8,500,000 bushels
more than were so held on January 1, 1892,
54,500,000 bushels more than on January 1,
1891, and about 58,000,000 bushels morethan
on January 1, 1890,

———————

A Mdgazine's Infinence,

The enormous circulation of such a maga-
zine as Tho Ladies’ Homo Sournal can, ina
sense, be understood wheu it is said that dar-
ing the last six months of 1895, there ware
printed, sold and circulated over four million
copiea—(in exact figares 4,056,891). Figares
such as these give one some idea of the in-
fluence which may boexerted by oven asingle
oune of the modern magazines.—Tho Ladies’
Home Journal, Philadelphia.

e mmem - o e

Tho feature of tho hay market at Montreal
on March 20, was the woak fecling that pro-
vailed, and prices declined 81 per ton, dne to
the weak advices from the country and the
recent big break in New York of 82 per ton.
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