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Local trade is generally very good throughout
Ontario.  During the winter months dealers throughout
the Northern and New England States expected 1 very
active trade but this has not be realized.

There is no scarcity of lumber or shingles, and buyers
take hold very sparingly in view of the gencral feeling
shat prices are or will be lower.  Esven with a conting-
ance of the scarcity of water in many of the smaller
streams the general belief is that there will be an
abundance of logs to keep the mills of Canada pretty
well supplied.

Shingles are lowet i price and only standard brands
are wanted at all.  To meet the reyuirements of the
trade Canadian manufacturers should take more pans
in the manufacture and putting up of these goods.

Ash and basswood are this spring feeling more than
ever the competition from the states bordering on the
castern provinces, aad this 15 notably  the case as
regards Michigan and Wisconsin,

Wh.le some sales of cuts that are above the average
have been made at even higher figures than last year,
since the views of buyers to-day average lower than the
markets closed last fall.  Our correspondent from the
Ottaw. distrnict writes . *We have thought that there
vwould ve a steady business the whole of the season, but
do not see any prospects of an advance - indications
are to our minds a hittle the other way, in fact guite so.
Notwithstanding the shott time we had sleighing
through the section of country north of here and Peter-
borough, still a full supply of lugs has been taken out
but the cost will undoubtedly average something higher
than the year before.  There 1s a dificience of opinion
amonyg manufacturers as to prices being sustained.”

The absence of rain has created some consternation
amony river lumbermen, and the indications at present
are that 1nost of the cut will spend the summer in the
diy beds of the simaller streams.  The early and rapid
thaw melted the ice in the smaller streams, and there
being no spring rains of any consequence, there in no;
water high enough to float the timber. [t is estimated
by lumbermen this will be the cause of the decrease of
fifty mill-on feet of lumber next season  This season’s
cut at th2 mills will be covered by the logs held in
reserve.  All the mills at the Chaudiere have commenc-
cd sawing and the first lumber tow of the season left for
Montreal on the 24th.  Square timber, cut last winter,
15 already on the way to the Quebec market. A large
raft belonging to Thistle, Carswell & Co. pulied out,
Thursday, from Klock's mlls on the Ottava.  The raft
contained 160 fine cribs, and the owners evpect the
lumber will be delivered in Quebec by the 1oth of June
With one exception, thisis the earliest period on record
which square timber has been started for the Quebec
market.

Our correspondent at Goderich, Ont., under date of
April 27th, writes . Navigation opened here about a
month carlier than other years. Some lumber, lath
and shingles have already arrived. It is expected the
usual quantities of lumber will be transhipped at this
port during the current season. The inposition of 3
cents per M. feet as harbor dues by, and in addition to
heavy rents paid to, tie Government by lumbermen,
will naot it 1s hoped very materially lessen the voluime of
business done here, though lumbermen know 3 cents
sometimes turns the scale from profit to loss. Prospects
for business over this part of Ontarie are fair.  Retail
dealers, plaining mill and factory men are now in most
cases, careful and judicious purchasers and the tesults
are scen in prompter payiments and fewer failures. The
car service has Dbeen all that could reasonably be
-expected, and as regards extra fregghts no complaint
can justly be made.

There has been an increase in the cut in New Bruns-
wick at many of the leading pomnts.  Above Grand
Falls 50 per cent more lumber has been put in over last
vear. lce was runmng on the 2oth in the Madawaska
river—logs mixed with it. Unless theie are copious
rains many drives will be hung up, as there is not suf-
ficient snow to depend upon.  As usual lumbermen lose
a few days of yood dmving owmg to thew tardiness i
geting to work in time. A very few have commenced
driving.

The agreement arrived at between the ship laborers
and the merchants, shipowners and stevedores scems
to be fairly cquitable.  They are to be paid from April
1 to November 1, $3 per day on railing vessels and $4
per day on steamers ; from November t to April 1, $2
per day on sailing vessels and 33 per day on steamers.
Employers select thetr own crews, and many employ
six scamen on ships and four on barks in loading and
discharging. The employers agree to give their work
exclusively to Union men except as above provided.

The total export of railway ties in 1888 from the
maritime provinces to the United States was 489,140
of a total value of $92,206, and by rcference to the
statistics of the trade of Moncton we find that during
the same period Moncton exported 220,803 railway
ties, practically one-half of the total export of the pro-
vinces, showing its importance as a lumber centre,

Railway ties are admitted into the United States free
-of duty, yet the. tfade has undergone considérable
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cl.ange within the past few years. Shippers find 1t hard
to make contracts at 28 cents where they were nearer
38 a few years ago.  As they pay 7 cents freyht by
vassel to Portland, 9 for cedar and 10 for other kinds 0
Boston, and 13 to New York, bestdes railway frenghts,
labor i han'ling and comnussion charges, there 1s not
A large margnin atter paying the first cost.  The fact
that the entire eaport of railway ties from the Maritime
provinces to the Umted States, admitted as they are
duty free. does not exceed the number required for
rencwals on the Intercolonal railway alone, to say
nothing of renewals on other roads and the require-
ments of new lines. 15 syghificant.

Pulp wood 15 another artcle which has of Lue been
quite extensively shipped from Moncton.  The woad
costs about $2.50 per cord, and the fie ht s $3.50 10
Providence, whereat 1s aduntted fiee of duty. The kinds
of wood most m demand aie s&)rucc andd puplar Lhe
latter wood 15 not constdered of any \.|lm' thi.
country, and the export 1s a clear gams.

From the reports of sales i England and reports
from other sources, guite an mpetus 15 expected to be
gnen to all branches of trade m Quebed and the great-
est boow i the lumber trade that has been evperienced
for many vears s eapected.  Freghts are high and
there ts a good demand for ships.  Quebed trading
vessels are many of them unavadable, having been
tempted to accept coal ficghts for South Amencan
ports in conscquence of the favorable charters oftered
several weeks ago.  They will undeebtedly come to
Queber after their return o British ports. but it will be
near mud-summer before the majonity of thew need be
looked for. Then we may expect to sec a laige umber
fleet in port.  The officials of the cullers department
are making preparations for a big season’s work this
vear. It s stated that the quantity of square timber
coming to the market will largely enceed that for many
years past. A rough estimate places the quantty
made during the winter at about thirtecen nullion feet,
The following steamers have been chartered o load
deals and umber at Quebec and Montreal for the
United Kingdom .—* Capulet” {1,416 tons , * Avlona”
(1.279 tons . * Elbe™ (1,748 tonsy, “Guy Colin™ (1,403
tons:, all at 635 : also, the *“Austerlitz” (1,076 tons - and
“Thornholme " r1.101 tons:, at 685 9d.

There 15 2 marked renenal of hfe i the tiade m the
castern States, and much interest 18 manifested n the
yrospectine opening of the New York canals.  New

‘ork and Phidadelplua are booming i the butlding
trades, the consumpuon of lumber s very large, and
the lesser ciies appear to be domy theirr proportion of
mprovmg. At Boston their 1s very little change in the
condition of the market but a good demand for lumber
is looked for later on  Spruce lumber of all kinds con.
The eaport trade from New Yord s much
more active. shipments are heavy and are hkely to con-
tinue for some tme, as orders are in good supply and
only held in check by the scarciy of vessels.  Trade at
Cleveland 1s dull and prices are unsettled.  There s a
good consumptive demand at Clucago  buttheshipping
requirement 1s anyvthing but satisfactory. At Minnea-
polis the market 15 quet and lumber 1s selling loaer
than 1t has for a long ume.

FOREIGN TRADE REVIEW,

Referring to the unusual winter shipments from
Montreal, via Boston to the London market, indicating
a destre on the part of shippers to get their goods early
in the market, a London trade journai >ays:  These
shipments cannot leave a satsfactory result to the
exporter, and it may be hoped that this will prevent
their continiance as in the general interests of the
trade it appears undesirable to interfere with what has
heretofore been the close season for Canadian deals.
We trust that the mmrarmi\e bareness of this market,
as regards pwe deals, will not lead the shippmg
houses to overdo us with consignments.  This they
could casily do, as there is no shortage on the other
side, but 1t probably would wnot vprove piotitable
business. At present there is a fair demand for 1st
and 2nd quality with a sufficient supply.  Considering
the scarcity of 3rd and gth the demand for these
i1s remarkable for s sluggshness Although we
anticipate a fawr consumption fur these qualiues in the
future, this may easily be checked by high prices
fwhich arc a necessity if shippers are 10 make any
profit), freights being gher than last year, and the
furward contract prices in Canada. taking them all
over, the hughest on record. When prices of pine deals
from any cause reach a very high level. consumption 1s
checked by the substitution of whitewood or eather
goods  Theaccounts from the Clyde, Tyne and other
shipbuilding ports continue to be verv encouraging.
[t1s said that 1t is almost inpossible to make a con-
tract fur a steamer in any of the well nown ports for
delivery this vear.  Ship-builders have thewr hands as
full of work as they care to undartake

Messrs. Simson & Mason's London wood Circular
says: Dunng March a good volume of business has
been transacted, although prices have not contmued on
the advance as in the previous months of this vear

During the month the dock stock of pine deals has
been reduced by 133,000 pieces, and we carry forward
60,000 picces. At this rate of consumption there will
¢ but an insignificant balance remaining when fresh

m

arrinals come forward  Prices firmn

The present supply of spruce 1s very short, vz, 360,
000 Precces, aganhst 3y5.000 1 1888, 710,000 in 1887,
and 880,000 tn 1886, consequently prices hate been
well mamtauned,  With the good demand and  high
salues ruling at the great spruce centres, enhanced
freights o0 the spruce ports, and the contimued firme
ness of the Baltic whaite, this s likely to comtinue,
Stock reduced 9o,000 preces duning the month.

Some fair lines of yellow pime and ash changed
hands at good riates  Delivenes durmg the month
cmbrace 310 loads of ash and elm and 130 loads of
birch. Of ash and elm thete s scarcely amonth's con.
suuption temaming on hand, the total amounts to only
390 loads ! The market s open for the new imports,

The wood crcular of Denny, Mot & Dickson, under
date April 2nd, says  The demand for Yellow Pine,
Oah and Elm has been dull dunng last month. hut the
stocks are so base that holdets wie certun of realizing
them at goad prices long before the gh-priced new
season s slupments can come to hand.

A moderate amount of business i Patch ine has
been tiansacted at eatrame vates for sawn logs ; hewn
timber being very scarce with slow demand.  The first
cargo of the new scason’s shipment s now in dock, and
as stochs become 1eplenshed w.th anals of steamer
Lalzoes, (L remains o be scetf present high quotations
will be sustuined i face of the tecent heavy additions
to the stock of Memil Fir tunber, which latter can now
be brought in ot much lower prices than Puch Pine.

Recent armvals of fresh Fir umber from Memel by
steamers have snelled stucks to about oo loads, atl
more s to follow |, there are nuw about Jooo loads more
in the punds than i the cortesponding month of 1888,
Demand has been fairly active and may be eapected to
increase as the mport price of Fir now being much less
than that of sawn Puch Pne, it should compete more

o suceessfully with the lattar than it has been able 1o do

J

fur years past. P'tices contiuue steady, and no apprec-
1able fallss to be exprcted until casier frei hts contribute
to lessen the import cost

PERSONAL.

Mi ol CoWhate, of the firm of F Gl Stackland & Co.,
wachinery agents, ¢f New Westmnaster, B €, paid us a visit
last month M1 AWhate repaorts business good i the Western
Province, and the lumber husitios rapidly creasing on the
Pactfic Coast

A representatine of the e of Porter, Robertson & Co.,
wholesale lumber daalers, 31 Addarde Street East, Toronto,
made Tie Lo vekryAN a call last weeh. This s a new firm
Just started e busiess, and we wish them every success in
their new enterprise.

folie McLaren. who  for thied years has been head
bookkeeper of the Gaape Sugar Refimng Company, at Walker
vlle, goes to New Westmunster, B C.owhere he wall manage
the finances of the McLaten Ross Lumber Company, who
have purchased a large tract of land m the western Provinee,

M. Levi Bouth, foreman tor Mao |0 Ro Booth, (umber
merchant, Ottana, was recently  stricken with - paralysis,
He had just returned home from a tour through the lumbering
districts of the wes and the southern States, where he has
spent the past winter. . We undestand he s in a fair way

for recover,.

We recened a call dast week from Mr. W K. Rawhngs,
travelling agent for the well hnown firm, The R H. Smith
Co. tTamted,) saw manufacturers of St. Catharines, Ont.
He says their sans are fast growage in favor and showed us
same fine testimonals - He reports trade goad and prospects
very encouraging.

SAILE OF VALUTABLE

TIMBEIR » ILIMITS
SAW MILLS AND LUMBER BUSIHESS.

-~y \ -y -
TENDERS
Wil be gecened by the undersaigned at thea OFF(CE [N
RINGSTON, up sy Thursday. June Next,
For Valuable Tauber Linats, Cmipis 02 10 square noles, situated
i the Fownstaps £ North and South Cananto, Darhing and Lavant,
in the Counties ot Frontenac and lanark, in the lrovince of

Ontario, on the Madunaska, Missssippn and Clvde Rivers,
These tonits largely contain pane, and have convenient water

\\31\. ;"xca;l : fa(\ll:._mn‘Pv the driving of Jogs
A FIKSTCLASS »TEAM MILL s Gtuated in thewr centre
cquipped with medern machinery. induding Dressing._Lath and
Shingle  Machines, all n perfect working order  There are
sjacious pihng grounds, contaning three sidings trom the main
bine of the Kingstot and Poulrohd Radway, giving every facility
for handhing. loading and ~shipgang to a well established and grow-
g retald cannechion in Kangston, which has also uncqualed advant-
ages tor an(nnf by raddbor water.

AT THE MILL arc abunt 1593 prne logs, which the purchaser
can have atcos™. Plant and sigming for the working of the business
are all i good vrder, and will b ~ ﬁl with the properties

AND AT ALMONTE.
A STEAM SAWMILL AND MACHINERY,

situated on the Misssapps River. tugether with spacious and con-
venient vard contammng about eight acres. with siding from
Canadian Pacific Kaumay, aid a woli assorted stook tor ao establish
cd retall trade

Partics may tender eparately tor the Mitls and Litngts.
ston given immediately  Terms casy.

Full particulars can be obtained on at%lcallon to the under-
signed . A CALDWELL & SON,

Lumber Merchants, Kingston, Onat.

Posses-



