
CZRTAIN POINTS IN DEVOLTJTION OP' ESTATES ACT. 75

tity Irifl the, eye of the law, and we must nlot loge si-,ht of the
fact that it has always been held to require app'rop Late words
of giwut or vesti4g.: to- convey or týansfer it from one perSOi4 to
apother.,

The equitable estate ie quite a different rnatter and may, as
is well undleratood, ho transferred with rnueh less formality; a
simple agreement for the sale of land, for instance, having the
effect of transferring the equitable estate the"ein to the vendee;
but -such vendee can never be invested with the legal estate
until a formoai convc yance, with appropriate word. of grant,
has been executed.

.Bearing thie distinction in mind let uis now see how the
legisiature has set about te transfer the legal estate at the period
inentiontd. Referring to the Act as above quoted we find that
the provision is that, at the period, rentioned, the real estate
shall be "cleerned thenceforward to be vested in the devisees
or heirs, etc.

Now with ail possible deference for the frarners of the Act,
one is naturally incihued te ask why the expression "deenied
to be vested" ie used, aud we are driven to enquire what is the
exact meaniflg and effect of those words, and Nvhy they were
used instead of the more obvious and intelligible expression
"shall thereupon vest" or words to that effeet.

Surely the intention was that, at the period, and under the
conditions rnentioned, the land should aettually beeonie vested
in the parties naîned.

There muet be a distinction between roRIty b)fing actually
vested and being merely dtemed txa be vested i certain persons.
The former is apparently what was intenrled, but the latter is
what ha. been enact 'ed. We should suppose the aecu-rate niean-
ing of the latter form of expression te be that the land was flot
te beconâb actually vested in the persons naineil, but that certain
legal consequences should ensue as though it weee vestêd in such
person.. Just as though the legislature shauld enact that such
and such a person should be deemed to bc dead. The person


