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struggle between the two powers and its 
end. There is no absolutely distinct line 
between good and evil. The shades of 
character are numberless.

Another great change, rather of impres­
sion than of conviction, has been creeping 
over the religious scene. We have hither­
to, largely, perhaps, under the influence 
of the Bible, been fancying rather than 
thinking that this little earth of ours was 
the centre of all things, the special object 
of interest to the Creator ; and that the 
grand drama of existence was that en­
acted on this terrestrial stage and cul­
minating in Redemption. Astronomical 
science is now’ making us distinctly feel 
that this wrorld is only one, and, if magni­
tude is to be the measure, very far from 
the most important, of myriads of worlds 
governed by the same physical laws as 
ours, forming a system of which ours is a 
member, while the destiny of the whole 
system is to us utterly inscrutable : proofs 
of the most sublime and glorious order 
presenting themselves on the one hand, 
w’hile on the other wre see signs of disorder


