
FIVE INDIAN NATIONS, &c.

tlie French, that were Prisoners with the Five 
Nations, and they had full Liberty from the 
Indians, few of them could be persuaded to 
return. It may be thought that this was oc
casioned from the Hardships they had en
dured in their own Country, under a tyran
nical Government and a barren Soil: l!ut this 
certainly was not the only Reason ; for the 
English had as much Difficulty to persuade 
the People, that had been taken Prisoners by 
the French Indians, to leave the Indian 
Manner of living, though no People enjoy 
more Liberty, and live in greater Plenty, 
than the common Inhabitants of New-York 
do No Arguments, no Intreaties, nor Tears 
of their Friends and Relations, could per
suade many of them to leave their new Indian 
Friends and Acquaintance ; several of them 
that were by the Caressings of their Rela
tions persuaded to come Home, in a little 
Time grew tired of our Manner of living, and 
run away again to the Indians, and ended 
their Days with them. On the other Hand, 
Indian Children have been carefully educated 
among the English, cloathed and taught, yet, 
1 think, there is not one Instance, that any 
of these, after they had Liberty to go among 
their own People, and were come to Age, 
would remain with the English, hut returned 
to their own Nations, and became as fond of 
the Indian Manner of Life as those that knew 
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