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THE progrefs of men in difcovering and peopling the book
various parts of the earth, has been extremely flow. . J\ ^
Several ages elapfed before they removed far from thofe PV"'"*

milU and fertile regions v<rherc they were originally placed by P'cd.

their Creator. The occafion of their firft general difperfion is

known; but we are unacquainted with the courfe of their mi-
grations, or the time when they took poffeffion of the different

countries which they now inhabit. Neither hiftory nor tradi-
tion furnifh fuch information concerning thofe remote events,
as enables us to trace, with any certainty, the operations of the
human race in the infancy of fociety.

Wk may conclude, however, that all the early migrations Firft migra.

of mankind were made by land. The ocean, which every-
"°"^^^'=*"J'

where furrounds the habitable earth, as well as the various
arms of the fea which fcparatconc region from another, though
^°^- J- B dcftincd


