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heroes, * who tamed the rude manners of mankind; f
founded cities, repcUed the incurfions of enemies, and
gave peace to their country. And this cuftom began '

ivhen Rome contained only a few fliepherdt, gathering,

(Irength by an alluvies of the outcafts of neighbouring;

nations.

Those firft efforts of poetic eulogy^ whether in profe

CM* verfe (like thofe of a fimilar •rigin, which Nature,

always the fame, teaches our favage neighbours) aU'
though often fublime in fubdance, were yet fo rude in%

Arudture, that ^ Livy forbears quoting them, as having,

become intolerable to the more refined talle of their

pofterity ; however fuicable they might have been to^

the sera of their produftion.

What a multitude of compofitions of this kind mufb:

have exifted between the barbarous fongs of the milita*

ry upon the triumph of § Codius, and the celebrated

panegyric of Pliny upon Trajan ! They are faid to have
been fweiled into two thoufand volumes, even in the

time of Auguftus. In fhort, the praife of public viriur

was wrought in the whole texture of Roman polity i.

and Virgil, calling Religion to his aid, gave it the high^

eft finifh.

He divides his Hades, or place of Ghosts, into dif«^

fcrent regions ; and to the gulph of deepeft perdition, |
configns thofe monllcrs ofjniquity who delighted in the

. , r deftruAion

* Soliti font, in cpulis^cinerc convivai id kibicineni de cIaror«n»

liominum virtute.

f Qui terras hominumqae colunt {enas, afpcra bella
'

Compaflunt, agros aflignaot, oppida conduat.

fftr,

X Carmen canentes ibant, ilia tempeflate forfitan laadabile rud?**

ku&, ingenniis, nunc abhorrens 8e incondicunif fi rcferatur.

§ Longe maximuoi triumphi fpedaculam fuit Coifias——in CttOi

nilites carmina incondita, aequantes cam Romulo canerr. k
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** Fall twice as deep the dungeon of the Fiends,

" The huge Tartarean gloomy g'liph defcenda
'' «< Below thefe regions, as thefe regions lie •* '

.

•* From the bright realms of yoA mhercal Ikjr.'^' .J,
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