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crossed the Hudson to the Jersey shore, arriving on

the ground at seven o'clock. Burr was attended

by Mr. \ an Ness and a surgeon; Hamilton by

Mr. Pendleton and Dr. H(jsack. It was Hamil-

ton s intention not to fire ; but when his adversary's

ball struck him on the right side, he raised himself

involuntarily on his toes, and turned a little to the

left, his pistol going off with the movement. Ho
observed to his j)hysician " This is a mortal wound,

Doctor," and then became insensible. Ho revived,

however, in the boat, in the course of removal home

;

and cautioned his attendants about the pistol, which

he was not aware of having discharged. He lived,

in great agony, till two o'clock of the following day.

He left a paper which contained his statement of

reasons for meeting Burr, notwithstanding his con-

scientious disapproval of the practice of duelling,

and his particular desire to avoid an encounter with

such an adversary, and in such a cause as the i)resent.

In this paper, he declares his resolution to reserve

and throw away his P . fire, and perhaps his second.

His reasons for fight, g are now, I believe, gene-

rally agreed to be unsatisfactory. As to the effect

of his determination to spare his adversary,— I never

could learn that Colonel Burr expressed the slight-

est regret for the pertinacity with which he hunted

such an enemy,—merely a political foe,—to death.

Neither did he appear to feel the execration with


